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INSTRUCTIONS TO POOR LAW INSPECTORS. 



Poor Law Commission Office, 
Dublin, 9th May, 1872. 

Sib, The attention of Her Majesty’s Government in Ireland 
has been for some time directed to the question whether any 
amendment of the existing law can be made with advantage for 
the purpose of promoting the construction of an improved descrip- 
tion of labourers’ dwellings in this country. 1 

The knowledge possessed by Poor Law Inspectors of those 
matters on which the consideration of this question may be sup- 
posed to depend, and the facility with which they have, on former 
occasions, obtained valuable information for the service of the 
Legislature, have recommended them as the best medium for pro- 
curing the same on the present occasion. 

The Law Adviser has prepared, at the request of the Govern- 
ment, a memorandum (a copy of which is enclosed) on the exist- 
ing statutes which regulate the tenure of labourers’ dwellings, on 
the mutual rights of landlords and tenants under those statutes, 
and also on the statutes providing for loans from the Treasury 
for constructing and improving labourers’ dwellings. 

Your attention is especially directed to the question of tenure 
with the object of obtaining suggestions for the substitution of a 
simple and easily understood enactment in the place of the com- 
plicated existing laws, some of which appear to be entirely in- 
operative. 

The principle on which it appears that an amendment of the 
law might he based is that of giving to the landlord a cheap and' 
summary mode of obtaining, re-possession of his cottages in case 
of non-payment of rent, or for other sufficient cause, and of exact- 
ing from the landlord as a condition for the exercise of such power 
that the dwellings shall be substantial, and shall be kept in proper 
repair. 

There are likewise enclosed two publications by the Board of 
Public Works, one containing designs for labourers’ dwellings in 
Ireland, and the other “ Instructions to persons desirous of obtain- 
ing loans ” for these or other purposes. 

The particular points on which the Government desires to 
obtain information from yourself, and from others whom you may 
i? 6 y' ,^° . con sult upon the subject, are sufficiently indicated by 
the following queries : — 

1. What would be the most convenient and suitable tenure for 
labourers’ dwellings? 

A 2 
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2. What quantity of land might be attachod to or let with the 
cottage ? 

3. What should be the maximum amount of rent for house and land 

which should properly be within the statute 1 ’ 

4. If the letting be in writing, could a short and simple form be sug- 
gested ? ° 

5. If the letting be not in writing, what should the landlord be bound 
to do in order to exercise the summary powers given 1 

6. What authority should decide whether landlord had complied with 
requirements of Act t 

7. What restrictions, if any, should be imposed on tenants letting 

cottages to labourers under this Act 1 8 

8. Are any special provisions required in the case of houses occupied 

by caretakers, the. 1 1 

9. Could any system of registration of labourers’ dwellings, involving 

inspection, <fcc., be adopted with advantage 1 6 

10. Can you suggest any modification in the existing regulations for 
procuring loans which would tend to encourage more numerous applica- 
tions, and to simplify the present mode of obtaining advances t 

The above queries relate altogether to points on which further 
legislation may appear to be desirable, and will engage your most 
particular and most careful attention. 

In reference to the published designs of the Board of Public 
Works for labourers’ dwellings, the Commissioners suggest the 
following additional points for inquiry : — 

1. Are these designs, or any of them, and if so, which, perfectly satis- 

factory to you aa suitable to the class of persons for whom a better 
description of dwellings than those which they now occupy are 
required t u 

2. If not, will you specify any points in which you consider alteration 

might be made m these designs with advantage, either in regard 
to ventilation, decency, cleanliness, economy, or any other de- 
sideratum ? 

■ The accompanying design, with specification and estimate pre- 
pared by Mr. Barney of this department, is intended to facilitate 
your examination of those of the Board of Works, and to suggest 
to you, with greater distinctness, some of the above mentioned 
points as deserving further and careful inquiry. 

Your attention, at the same time, is drawn to the seventh 
paragraph of the Annual Report of 1868. 

By order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To each Inspector. 
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ENCLOSURES IN FOREGOING CIRCULAR. 



5 



(a) Chronological Summary of the Law relating to Lodgings 
and Dwellings of the Poorer Classes in Ireland. 



Index. 



Statutes, . . 5 

Division I. 14 & 15 Yic., c. 92, s. 15, epitomized, . . .6 

Note to same, . . . . .6 

Dir. ' II. 14 & 15 Yic., c. 28, and 1G & 17 Yie., c. 41, ex- 
tended to Ireland, 23 Vic., c. 26, noticed, . . G 

Div. III. 17 & 18 Vic., c. 103, ss. 45 & 46, noticed, . . 6 

Div. IV. 19 & 20 Yic., c. 65, epitomized, . . .6 

Note to same, . . . . .7 

T):_ -n- / 23 ife 24 Yic., c. 154, ss. 81-86, epitomized, . . 8 

ULV - v - (14 it 15 Yic., c. 57, s. 82, . . . .8 

Notes to same, . . . . .8 

Div. VI. 29 & 30 Vic., c. 44, epitomized, . . .9 

Note to same, . . . . .9 

Div. VII. 29 & 30 Yic., c. 90, extending to Ireland, 11 & 12 Vic., 

c. G3, s. 67, noticed, . . . .9 

Div. VIII. 31 & 32 Yic., c. 130, 9 

Note to same, . . . . .10 

Div. IX. Result — Mutual rights of Landlord and Tenant, . 10 

Div. X. Loans for Labourers’ Dwellings, . . .11 



Statutes. 



Division I. 14 dr 15 Yic. c. 92, s. 15 (1851.) Summary Jurisdiction Act. 

( Common Lodging Houses 
J Acts extended to Ireland 



Div. 



TT f 14 & 15 Yic. c. 28 
t 1G & 17 Vic. c. 41 



Div. III. 17 & 18 Yic. c. 103 (1854.) 



Div. 



IY. 19 <!s 20 Yic. c. G5 (1856.) 

23 *24 Yic. c. 154 (1800.) 



Div. Y. 



Div. 



s Acts extended to Ireland 
l by 23 Yic. 0 . 26 (1860). 
Towns Improvement Ireland 
Act, 1854. (Lodging- 
houses.) 

The Cottier Tenant (Ireland) 
Act, 1856. 

The Landlord and Tenant 
Law Amendment Act 
(Ireland), 1860. 

„ 14 & 15 Yic. c. 57, b. 82 (1851.) The Civil Bill Act. 

VI. 29 & 30 Vic. 0 . 44 (1866.) TheLahouringClasses Lodg- 
ing Houses and Dwellings 
Act (Ireland), 1866. 

{ The Public Health Act, 
1848, s. 67, extended to 
Ireland by the Sanitary 
Act, 1866, s. 42. 

Div. VIII. 31 <!i32 Vic. c. 130 (1868.) The .Artisans and Labourers’ 

Dwellings Act, 1868. 

As to Loans for Lodging Houses and Dwellings, see pp. 
11-13. 



Div. 
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Reports of Poor Law Inspectors 



Div. I. 

14 <fc 15 Vic. c. 92, s. 15. 

Applies only to cities, towns, boroughs, and villages in which a fair 
or market is usually held, and by the 34 Sc 35 Vic. o. 76 s. 10 to 
towns or townships within the Metropolitan Police District of Dublin 
although no fair or market is held there. It only authorizes the sum- 
recovery of a house or part of a house under the following con- 



(a.) The tenant’s interest must have ended or been determined bv 
notice to quit. 1 

lb.) The holding must be for a term not exceeding one month. 

(c ) ihe rent must not exceed the rate of £1 per month 
(d.) Whether occupied by the tenant or not, the holding must have 
been neglected or refused to be given up to the landlord. 



Under the before mentioned circumstances the landlord may obtain a 
summary order for possession at Petty Sessions on summons served or 
posted, as specified in this Act and section. 

f °V? bl „°™f tant U£ »b -™d it is not an unfrequent com- 
p amt on the part of landlords that it does not extend to rural districts 
It would not, however, be just to extend it to rural districts without 

SLt r apl6 i te Sessions, to adjust mutual 

qurtaUe claims between landlord and tenant, ns is provided by the 1 9 & 
20 Vm c. 65, ss. 3, 4 and 5. [See Div. IV.] There is no right of 
appeal from the decision of the magistrates. 



Div. II. 

H & 15 Vic. 0 . 28, and 16 4 17 Vic. o. 41, extended and made ap- 
plicable to Ireland by 23 Vic. c. 26. 

houses anTfor^T!-* 40 ^ i° plwid9 for registration of lodging- 
and fe ZJutSf sl 011 ' v, ^ eir s f ita 7 condition and good older, 
subipct fi hi "f es ’ ^/'^ aws f° r these purposes maybe made, 

tCw Lienl,^ 0 ^ f ^ 0Me{ « « Secretary on behalf of 
hehoid Lieutenant, and have been made in several places. 

Hote. This is a branch of the Sanitary Laws. 



Div. III. 

^ i l ucor P ora ting Towns Improvement 

Clauses Act, 10 & 11 Vic. c. 34, ss. 117, 118 

of to 5?!?? , t0 t0 7 nS whieh ad °P ted ’ the scope 

OI ms piovisions as to lodging-houses is similartoDiv.il! 

Hora. This is a branch of the Sanitary Laws. 



Div. IV. 

. . 19 & 20 Vio. o. 65. 

«■ 1. Applies only to the following tenements 

(1.) Dwelling-house with not more than half an acre (if 
/o i rn any ) of 8 arde11 or cultivated allotment. 

' or weekly 8 yearly ’ quarterly, montldy, 
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on Labourers' Dwellings , Ireland. 

(3.) Rent not to exceed tlie rate of 12s. per month. 

(4.) Letting to be by -written or printed agreement in form 
in schedule to Act, stating whether tenement is 
to be maintained in tenantable condition by landlord 
or tenant, or by both, and if by both then what por- 
tions are to be maintained by each. 

8. 2. Possession may be summarily recovered under the 14 <fe 15 Yic. 

c. 92, s. 15, [see Div. I.] provided the following matters are 
proved on the hearing of the case : — viz., that at the commence- 
ment of the tenancy the tenement had : 

(“•) Stone and mortar, or brick and mortar walls and 
chimney. 

(b.) At least two separate rooms. 

(c.) External window -with glazed movable sash to admit 
aii* in each room. 

(d.) Privy. 

(e.) A drained and level platform along front of the dwelling 
18 feet wide; or, if the road is nearer than that to 
the dwelling, then between the road and dwelling. 

(/) Space at ends or rere of house for dunghill aud pig-sty. 
And that the foregoing were suitable and maintained in good 
condition at the commencement of the last period, for which 
the landlord received rent, or became defective only by tenant’s 
default. 

The summons beforo the magistrates in Petty Sessions is to be deemed 
to have determined the tenancy without notice to quit, 

(cc.) If tenant wilfully leaves dunghill or pig-sty on the 
level platform in front of the dwelling for more than 
three clear days after notice in writing by .landlord 
to remove it. 

(&.) If tenant wilfully damages or suffers anyone else to 
damage the tenement. 

s. 3. Tenant overholding without reasonable cause after determination 
of tenancy and demand of possession to pay full rent for over- 
held period. 

s. 4. If on determination of tenancy there is a growing crop, the magis- 
trates shall fix compensation to tenant after deducting arrears 
of rent, if any, and warrant for possession not to issue till com- 
pensation settled. 

s. 5. Landlord to retain all his legal and equitable remedies in the supe- 
rior courts. 

s. 6. Act not to interfere with jurisdiction in fair and market towns, 
under 14 & 15 Yic. c. 92, s. 15. [See Div. I.] 
s. 8. Power to appeal under Petty Sessions Act, 1851. 
s. 10. Act only applies to tenements provided by landlord for use of 
occupying tenant. 

Rote. — The absence of any one of the conditions required by s. 2 
would defeat the ejectment summons, and the multiplicity of detail 
provided by the Act renders it a dead letter ; consequently it does not 
practically extend the operation of the 14 & 15 Yic. c. 92, s. 15 to rural 
districts. Hardly a single instance has occurred under this Act. An 
express power of appeal is given by this Act. 
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Div. V. 

23 <b 24 Vic., c. 154, ss. 81-85. 

, ™ S A . ot ooMolidatecl and altered the landlord and tenant law in 
1860, and applies to the following cottier tenancies wherever situated 
m town or country ; and the 86th section gives a summary power to re 
cover possession at Petty Sessions, not only of cottier tenant holding 
but also of lands or premises in possession of a servant or caretaker. ° ’ 

The cottier tenancies within this Act are as follows : 

s. 81. (a.) The letting must be in writing. 

(6.) It must consist of dwelling-house or cottage, without land or 
>vitli land not exceeding lialf an acre. 

(c.) The rent must not exceed the rate of £5 a-year. 

(d.) The letting must be for one month, or from month to month 
or tor a less period. * 

(e.) The landlord must undertake by the letting to keep the nre- 
mises in tenantable condition. ^ 

s. 82. If the landlord determines the tenancy by notice to quit, he must 
compensate the tenant for growing crops or for any q benefit from 
the manuring of the land. Such compensation is recoverable 

s 83 T1 pT h p by T” 11 HU Pr °° m at Q uart0 r Sessions. 

u ^.^“^t^dwelling-honse or cottage 
m tenantable repan- ; and if it is unfit for occupation by his de- 

I ttat^tote C “ berec0Verecl for tUe 1**M dm-ing which it is 

84 ' K Ch J°3T % any ° tHer tenant for less tIlan a month, 

01 at will or by sufferance, wilfully injures, or permits to be 
rnjured, an y part of the premises which the landlord is bound 

f 6 , lan . dlo ^ d ma y obtain immediate possession 
„ s* T <- .?• f magistrates in Petty Sessions. 

1 ^ r6nt “ arrear for fort y days, magistrates 

“osSsbu “ ° nS ^ SlVe Sllmmal 'y ord “- *0 the landlord for 

S ‘ 86 ‘ Xot2 St * " Pe% SeSSi0M t0 S^ve summary order 

^ Smmfned 1,°°^’ to , llaut ’ s Merest has ended or been 
/o \ iin elmUlet y u °tiee to quit; 

dlmmidT S?rvailfc ’ hei 'd™an, or caretaker refuses on 
ofThicb h«f Ve i UP p0SBeS ? i011 of “7 t a “ds or premises 
pm-mS 1 “ P mt ° posaessi011 V the owner’s 

herdsmen, and cmatekere^but^ themff” 0 ? llm ^° far 1 a . 3 5 e S ards servan to, 
over-holding cottier t P11 rm+ . i ^ to w ^ llc ^ it applies is an 

means numerous tlm Wf’ anc ® uc k cottier tenancies are not by any 
landlord^S^ g SeId ° m be ^ “ or binding the 

There is no appeal from the magistrate’s order under this 86th sec. 

maintained in the' civil bill 2 ^ C \ vil ' BdI Act ) enables ejectments to be 
men, and others loldbl U ' tS a = a,nst caretakers, servants, herds- 
by lease orS S w P “° n ° f Ws and 1»'~ held not 
by permission S6 ’ StnCtl y at ^ by sufferance, or merely 

jurisdiction^mdeTthe 1 23 J ' & &T t tban the Btimmar y 
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Dtv. VI. 

29 & 30 Vic., c. 44. 

Applies only to cities, boroughs, towns, and townships, under corpora- 
tions or town commissioners. 

ss. 4 & 5. The Town Council or Commissioners may hold meeting and 
adopt the Act after notice, subject to postponement of the 
consideration of the question for a year, on memorial signed 
by one-tenth in value of the ratepayers, 
s. 6. Expenses of carrying Act into execution, payable out of the local 
rate, which may be increased for this purpose, subject to ap- 
proval of Lords of the Treasury. 

s. 7. Income of lodging-houses or dwelling-houses built by Town Coun- 
cillors or Commissioners, after payment of outgoings and in- 
terest and instalments of loan, to be carried to a separate ac- 
count called “The Labourers’ Dwellings Account.” 
s. 14. Town Councillors, Commissioners, or any other body, may appro- 
priate for the purposes of the Act any land vested in them, or 
take land by purchase, or on lease ; but Town Councillors or 
Commissioners must have sanction of Lords of the Treasury, 
s. 16. Such Town Councillors, Commissioners, or body, may on such 
land erect buildings suitable for dwellings or lodging-houses of 
the labouring classes, or convert buildings into such lodging 
or dwelling-houses and supply them with furniture, fittings, 
and conveniences, and contract for supplying them with gas, 
s. 17. water, and other conveniences. 

s. 20. General management and regulation of lodging-houses under this 
Act vested in Town Councillors or Commissioners, and such- 
houses to be open to sanitary inspection, 
s. 21. By-laws may be made with approval of Chief or Under Sec- 
retary for Ireland for — 

1. Securing efficient control of Lodging-houses. 

2. Separation of sexes at night. 

3. Preventing damage — indecency or nuisance. 

4. Determining duties of officers, &c., of Town Councillors or 

Commissioners. 

Note. — No summary power to recover possession is given by this Act. 



Div. VII. 

29 30 Vic., c. 90, s. 42. 

Extends to Ireland the 67th sec. of the Public Health Act, 1848 (11 
<k 12 Vic., c. 63), prohibiting the letting or occupation of cellars or under- 
ground rooms as dwellings, except under sanitary conditions as to size, 
drainage, fire-place, window, ashpit, &c. The breach of any such con- 
dition after written notice from the nuisance authority is punishable by 
a daily penalty not exceeding 20s. 

Note. — T his is a branch of the Sanitary Laws. 



Div. VIII. 

31 <fc 32 Vic., c. 130. 

Is an Imperial Act, and in Ireland applies only to city of Dublin,: 
towns corporate, and towns having Commissioners. 

This also is a branch of the Sanitary Laws. See recital in preamble. 
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■Reports of Poor Law Inspectors 

s. 5. If health officer finds premises unfit for human habitation he is 
^ may employ sumyor 

s. 7. The owner may prepare his own plans and submit them to the 

*: f. wll ° are t0 make sueU order as tkey tliiuk fit 

s. 25. Premises may be charged with annuity for cost of improvements. 



Note. This Act is in Ireland nearly a dead letter 
only three or four instances in which it has been applied. 



There are 



2. 



Div. IX. 

Result of present State of the Law. 

Landlord's rights against Tenants. 

1. Tinder 14 & 15 Vic., o. 92, s. 15. Summary jurisdiction for re- 
covery of possession of house or part of a house in town, borough, 
oi village having fair or market, or under 34 & 35 Vic. c. 76s 

tf to ’'J“ 3llip “ Dublin Metropolitan Police Dis- 
tricts, although no fan- or market is hold there, if the term does not 
exceed one month, at a rent not exceeding tho rate of £1 per 
month No right of appeal from magistrate’s decision. 1 

ITndei 19 Aj 20 Vic., c. 65. Summary jurisdiction for recovery of 
possession in places other than those under the 14 Si 15 Vic c ^92 
s. 15 if the tenancy is such as specified in Div. IV. Ri<dit of 
appeal from magistrate s decision. 

3 ' U po^essLn-i^ lW ' Summar y jurisdiction for recovery of 

0f ™™\T dw , el %?- ]l °™e, or cottage without land, or with not 
more than half an acre of land, if tho letting is in writing : 
the rent not exceeding rate of £5 a year, the letting for one 

> or i fr i° m m °, nt 1 t0 montll > 01 ’ for less period, and if 
tile landlord has undertaken to repair. 

Under following circumstances : 

(a) If rent in arrear forty days: 

IV case . °f overholding cottier tenant. 

f cottier tenant, or tenant for less than a month, or at will, 

or by sufferance, injures premises which landlord is bound 
to repair. 

No right of appeal from magistrate’s decision. 

* M^Vic A c S R 5 6 h^ 11 vf tl0US autborizin g Summary jurisdiction under 19 
c 154 eVel ' , exist > “d those under 23 & 24 Vic., 

the landlord sel 1 S ’ as the letting is rarely in writing, and 

m^y eSmen^Tt " ud + ertakes to repair, almost the entire of the sum- 
s lJ aid f Pe - tty Se3slona are under the 14 <fe 15 Vic., e. 92, 

market or a tow? a0e , ls atf *. a town, borough, or village having fair or 
District (34 <fc 35 l ViV°T U 76^ •^■? tro P ob * a P -f 0 ^ 6 
Sessions by Civil Bill ejectment )f M eje ° ted at ( 3 uarter 
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Landlord's right against Servant, Herdsman, or Caretaker. 

Under 23 & 24 Vic., c. 154, s. 8G. Summary jurisdiction to recover 
possession if lie lias been put into possession by the owner’s permis- 
sion. No right of appeal from magistrate’s decision. 

Under 14 &15 Vic., c. 57, s. 82. Civil Bill jurisdiction to recover 
possession from a permissive occupant. 



Tenant's rights against Landlord. 

. 1. Under 14 & 15 Vic., c. 92, s. 15. None. 

2. Under 19 &, 20 Vic., c. G5. Compensation for growing crops to be 

ascertained summarily at Petty Sessions, and with right to hold 
possession until paid. 

3. Under 23 & 24 Vic., c. 154. If tenancy determined by notice to 

quit (not otherwise) — 

(a) Compensation for growing crops and manure in land, 

but recoverable only by Civil Bill process at Quarter 
Sessions. 

(b) No rent payable while landlord in default in repairing 

premises. 

4. Under '33 <fc 34 Vic., c. 46, s. 15, par. 5 (Land Act), a tenant 

may be entitled to compensation under this Act in respect of a 
cottage allotment if it exceeds a quarter of an acre, not other- 
wise. 

The Acts as to lodgings and cellars do not call for further observation. 

Div. X. 

Loans for Labourers’ Dwellings under the Acts for Improvement of 
Landed Property in Ireland. 

10 & 11 Vic., c. 32, ss. 2 & 4. 

Authorized Treasury to make advances to Commissioners of Public 
Works in Ireland for making loans for drainage, irrigation, em- 
bankment, enclosure, fencing, reclamation, farm roads, and clear- 
ing lands from rocks and stones. 

13 &, 14 Vic., c. 31, s. 8. Added farm buildings. 

23 Vic., c. 19 (1860) a 10 years'! Added power to Comrnis- 
Act continued by 33 <fe 34 Vic., sioners of Public Works to 
c. 103, Schedule (16) and 34 & I make loans for erection of dwel- 
35 Vic., c. 95, Schedule (15) to lings for labourers and their fa- 
15 th May, 1872, and end of milies in any case in which it 
then next session. appears to the Commissioners 

that more or improved accommodation for such labourers is 
required. 

The Commissioners are also empowered as the condition of such 
loan to require removal of existing dwellings if expedient, and 
they are not to sanction any more dwellings than they consider 
sufficient for the accommodation of the labourers required for 
the proper cultivation of the estate or the part of the estate in 
which the dwellings are to be erected. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




n 



.Reports of Poor Law Inspectors 



29 & 30 Via, o. 40 s. 5. Alao added similar powers to make loans 
for altering or addmg to buildings, so as to make them labourers’ 
dwellings. 

13 oa l 4 ,T v ; °' 31 o A 8 ' 10, and 1 Limit the araoull t to be advanced 

7*_f to' fvnnn 3 « ■ i to all 7 one 01 ™er for labourers’ dwell- 

mgs to £6,000 as the maximum. 

The persons who may obtain loans under the foregoing provisions 

are by 10 <k 11 Vic., c. 32, ss. 6 and 7, the following classes : * 

(«) Absolute owners in fee simple or tail. 

{ 1. for life of owner or of any 
_ other person. 

2. m dower. 

3. by courtesy. 

W uwners tor years determinable on life or lives. 

(d) Ecclesiastical or college lessees or toties quoties lessees under 

(«) Lessees of leases renewable for ever. 

CO Owners for terms of years, not less than forty unexpired. 

(g) Owners for terms of forty years or upwards renewable on fall 
ot life or lives. 

(A) Ecclesiastical corporations and trustees of charities. 

W -tenants by lease for two or more existing lives, or for years 
, ., determinable on fall of two or more existing lives. 

•\ ky lease, twenty-five years unexpired. 

(i) and (j) must, however, give such security as Commissioners 
may require for payment of the rentcharge by which the 
loan is to be repaid, and must have given landlord notice of 
intention to apply for such loan. 



Mode of obtaining Loans under 10 & 11 Via, c. 32. 

s. 11. Memorial to Commissioners of Public Works in form in Schedule 
catimf’ aooompanle ‘ 1 h y re P° rt . Plan, estimate and specifi- 

s. 13. Co “™ners may require security for costs of investigation and 

s. 17. Damage done by Commissioners in investigation on land to be 

+raf? Txf xa. ^Commissioners at amount assessed by magis- 
trates at Petty Sessions. J 8 

& 20 Applications to be advertised. Dissentient parties to be 
heard by Commissioners. 

’ ’ ? ‘ and 39i&30Vi°., c. 40. Loan to be repaid by rentcharge, 

P a £!?*’ f ° r tMrt y- five years, as first charge after quit- 
• T rent a hd tithe-rentcharge. 8 4 

s 33 fsr? 6 b ? rf ™e-fifth at a time. 

works 6n S mi3a l ) l lped Commissioners may enter and complete 

Power to Commissioners to increase rents of improved land, pay- 
able by anyone not owner as above, ss. 6 <fc 7. 

Th^’sV^r baTe ' 3een Yer y considerably availed of. See 

■thorns Directory, 1872, p. 848, at foot. 
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Loans under 29 & 30 Vic., c. 44. 

sb. 8 & 9. Power to Commissioners of Public Works, with approval of 
Treasury, to make loans for purchasing sites and erecting or 
adapting dwellings for labouring classes to — 

(a.) Town Councils or Town Commissioners. 

(&.) Railway Companies. 

(c.) Dock or ITarbour Companies or Commissioners. 
id.) Trading or Manufacturing Companies, or Associations 
employing persons of tlie labouring class. 

(e.) Owners iu fee. 

If.) Do. in fee-farm. 

(g.) Do. for lives renewable for ever. 

(A.) Do. for terms of years not less than 80 unexpired. 
Whether or not such persons or bodies have powers to borrow. 

ss. 10 & 11. Commissioners of Public Works, with approval of Treasury, 
to make regulations _ for advances repayable in not exceeding 
forty years. 

ss. 12 & 13. Interest on loans not less than £4 per cent. Amount of 
loan not to exceed one-half value of the property on or on part 
of which expended (30 Vic., c. 28). 

s. 14. Power to Town Councillors, Town Commissioners, or other bodies 
to take lands by purchase or lease for above purposes, and to 
be corporations for that object. 

W. M. Johnson. 

15/2/72. 

PUBLICATIONS OP THE BOARD OF WORKS. 



Specification of Works to be done in erecting Labourers’ Dwellings nmiriups, 
on Loans under the Act. ° 8, 1 toJ0 ‘ 

The foundations to be sunk at least 1 foot 6 inches under the surface 
of the ground, and the vegetable mould for 9 inches deep to be removed 
from the whole area of the cottage. After filling in the trenches, the 
surplus earth remaining is to be spread about the walls outside, so as to 
give a good fall out from the walls on all sides. 

The walls to be built of stone or brick, as may best combine efficiency 
and economy ; the quoins, jambs, and arches (or lintels in place, of 
arches), chimney breasts and shafts, to be built of either stone, or brick, 
as the locality affords cheapest and best ; all stones to be laid on the 
fiat or quarry bed, and to be full flushed and filled with mortar and 
spawls, and the two faces to be bonded together every four or five feet, 
and the j oints f ull pointed flat on both sides, to take lime-whitening. 

Where chimney shafts pass through the slating, the joints of the shafts 
over the slating to be carefully and deeply raked out after the slating is 
done, and a mortar fillet to be run round the shaft to throw off the 
water 

The steps to doors and window-sills, and hearth-stones, to be of 
rough punched ashlars, when they can be procured, if not, of flags laid 
with a slope to throw off the wet. 

The roof to be formed of foreign timber, red or white deals, the 
rafters to be 44 inches by 1^ inches, and to be spaced 12 inches from 
centre to centre ; the collar ties to be 3 inches by 1^ inches to each pair 
of rafters, the ridge piece, 7 inches by 1^ inches. 
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The covering of roof to be of ladies’ or countesses’ slates, laid on sawn 
laths 1£ inches by f-incli (24 to the deal), with at least 3-inch lap or 
cover, and thorough rendered with dry mortar mixed with cow-hair, 
or dried cow-dung well beaten and sifted. 

The wall-plates and tassels to be 3 inches by 3 inches bedded level in 
mortar, and halved and spiked at heading joints or crossings. 

The ground floor joists for bed-rooms to be 4J- inches by inches, 
trimmed for hearths ; the floors of J-incli deal, planed on one side and 
laid folding. 

The outside door to be of 1-inch deal, planed on one side, rebated, 
beaded, and ledged with 3 ledges, each 9 inches by 1-J inches, hung with 
strong hook-and-eye hinges, with a strong stock-lock and thumb-latch, 
and 2 12-incli flatiron holts. The frame to be 4-J- inches by 3 inches, 
the joggels to run 6 inches into the wall, with 3-inch lintel spiked down 
on it ; 3 inches by 1-inch wrought stops to be planted on the frame, 
and the feet to be secured to the door-sill by wrought-irou spuds and 
rings. 

Timber lintels to be fixed over all opes, and to be 3 inches thick and 
1 foot 6 inches longer than the clear ope. 

The sashes to be of lj-incli deal, with chamfered bar in small panes, 
or simply rebated to receive a cast-iron sash ; and to be made in two 
heights, the lower to be fixed and the upper hung on pivotTiinges, as 
shown on enlarged drawing. The meeting rail to be splayed and rebated ; 
the frames to be 4J inches by 11- inches, with -J-incli inner casing to fill 
up reveals, with 1^- inches by |-inch wrought and rounded fillets, inside 
and outside, and 1-inch, planed on one side, rounded window-board laid 
level, fixed on rough deal bearers. 

The kitchen floor to bo formed in any of the following ways : — 

1st. With deal as before described, which is not recommended. 

2nd. With hard, well-burned, .and well-shaped bricks on edge. Unless 
these are very good , they are very hard to keep clean, and liable to great 
wear and tear. 

3rd. With any flags that will make a dry floor. This will only 
include freestones and granites. 

4th. With English or Irish tiles. 

Memorandum. — In proceeding to lay tiles or bricks the best course is 
to fill in to about 3-1 inches of the underside of floor with lime-riddlings 
and spawls, and bring them to a rough level, and pour over them a grout 
of lime and sand. When this is dry lay 3 inches of cement concrete in 
the proportion of about one of cement to five of sand and gravel, and 
float over the upper surface of this carefully with half-an-incli thick 
of fine cement mortar from properly levelled screens. When this has 
set proceed at one end of the room to lay a tile at each comer; accur- 
ately level these two, and against them press a long straight-edge of 
same thickness as the tiles, securing.it in its place; then remove these 
tiles and fill in between the straight-edge and the wall with enough 
cement to form a coat of about -|-inch thick, which must be mixed thin ; 
roughly float this and lay in the tiles, skin to skin, with the trowel, and 
a smaller straight-edge ; force them down to a level all across the course, 
and make all the j obits equal, and spread the surplus cement forced up 
through the joints over the surface of the tiles and into any open join- 
ings. Proceed to lay a second course iii the same way, with this 
exception — that the short straight-edge will then be available for level- 
ling the cement in the new bed.; the long straight-edge is in every case 
to be Secured in its place on each shift by driving into the concrete clogs 
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behind it a couple of iron joints before removing the two guide tiles. 
The tiles must be kept in water until laid; and after one or two 
courses the surplus cement must bo washed off with a wet cloth and 
plenty of water. After two days run the whole surface over with thin 
cement grout, which coax into any open joints, and wipe over the surface 
when set with a cloth and water: If a little more care be taken to grout 
and solidify the first filling the cement concrete may be saved. 

Memorandum. — The cost of such a floor of English tiles, red and black 
alternately, and laid diagonally, is about, for one yard, in the city of 
Dublin — 

s. <1. 

Tiles, . . . . .29 

Labour and laying, - . . . . .19 

4 6 

The tiles are 6-inch tiles, and 75s. per 1,000 ; labour only of laying, 
6 d. to Id. per yard ; cement, &c., the balance. 

■For skirtings to timber flooi', deals, 3 inches by f-inch, planed one 
side and chamfered on edge ; to other floors skirtings of cement about 

2 inches by f-inbh, the wall-joints having been first well scraped and the 
wall thoroughly wetted to cause the cement to adhere. 

For ceiling rooms use 5 or 6 leaf, ileal, planed on one side, which may 
be afterwards papered or painted, or simply oiled (cost about 2 \d,. to 3d. 
per foot), or lath and plaster in the usual way. 

In a turf country form a hearth of fire-brick on edge, and line the 
back of wall with same ; where coal is burned a cottage-range can be 
bought for £1, requiring no setting; or an open fire-place of f-inch 
wrougkt-iron bars at front and bottom, and strong frame, and about 2 
feet 6 inches long, should bo lot into stone bobs at each side ; if the 
stone is likely to be affected by fire protect it by blocks of fire-clay tiles, 
and back the fire-place with fire-bricks, sloping towards the front, so as 
to leave only 4 inches wide of fire at the bottom. 

Make the internal doors and frames similar to the external, except 
that the doors need not exceed f-inch in thickness, with 1-ihch ledges 
and lighter hinges, with a tliumb-latch and one small bolt. 

The privy to bo built with walls as before, 5 feet by 2 feet 6 inches 
inside, and door and frame as for internal doors ; the roof with- rafters 

3 inches by 1J inches, 3-inch lintol over door serving as wall-plate ; the 
seat and riser of 1-iuch deal, on strong brackets of rough deal ; the floor 
to he formed of flags or 1-inch deal, and 3-inch hv 3-inch joists,. in each 
case resting on the offsets 'of the wall enclosing the cess-pool, and 
arranged so as to he easily removable for the purpose of emptying. 

The walls insido of house and privy to he whitened with lime and 
size, and the wood-work painted in 3 coats of oil colours inside and 4 
coats outside. 

Partitions. — When partition walls are required, ‘ it is desirable that 
they should occupy as little space as possible. It will, therefore, he 
generally best to build them of 4^ -inch brick; but for mere separation 
of the sexes a timber screen may suffice, formed of d-incli boards, nailed 
to 3-inch by 3-inch uprights, with head and sole pieces of same scantling, 
pasted over with paper. 

Upper Floors. — The floors and skirtings to he same as for ground 
floors. Joists 9 inches by 1^ inches, spaced 12 inches apart from 
centre to centre, on 4-inch by 3-inch wall-plates, will suffice for 14 feet 
bearing. . 
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Board of Public Works. 

Acts to facilitate the Improvement of Landed Property in Ireland ; — 10th 
Yict, cap. 32; 12th Viet., cap. 23 ; 12th & 13th Viet., cap. 59; 13th & 14th Viet 
cap. 31; 13th & 14th Viet, cap.' 113 ; 15th & 16th Viet., cap. 34 ; 23rd Viet., cap. 19 • 
24th & 26th Viet, cap. 34 ; 25tli & 26th Viet., cap. 29 ; and 29th & 30th Viet., cap. 4o! 



Instructions to persons desirous of obtaining Loans under 
the above-mentioned Acts, for the several purposes therein 
authorized ; together with the Rules and Conditions under 
which such Loans are madk 

Instructions. 

The following instructions, prepared by the Commissioners of Public 
Works, and approved by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury, are issued for the guidance and information of landowners 
who may be desirous of obtaining loans for any of the purposes provided 
for under the Land Improvement Acts. 

The rules and conditions under which loans will be granted, as laid 
down by the Lords of the Treasury, are also added, together with a 
brief outline of the requirements and form of procedure in each case. 



The following are the several purposes for which loans may he made, 
viz. : — 

I. — The improvement of land by means of — 

(a.) Thorough drainage. 

(b.) Subsoiling and trenoliing, or otherwise deepening and improving 
the soil. 

(c.) Irrigation or warping. 

Id.) Embanking from, river or tidal waters. 

(e.) Formation or improvement of fences, drains, streams, or water- 
courses. 

(/.) Making farm-roads. 

(ff.) Clearing of rocks and stones. 
ih.) Reclamation from waste. 

(i. ) Planting for shelter. 

II. — Building or enlarging farm dwelling-houses in connexion with 
farm offices and buildings, erected or to be erected. 

III. — The erection and improvement (by means of alterations or 
additions) of dwellings for labourers. 

IV. — The erection of mill buildings for the scutching of fax, and for 
the formation of watercourses and weirs for providing water for the same. 



Mode of applying for Loans and Particulars of Information 
to be furnished. 

1. Application for loans for any of the purposes before mentioned 
should he made by memorial, in which should he set forth the name 
and address of the applicant in full, the county, barony, and parish in 
which the lands (described by townlands) are situated on the security of 
which it is desired to obtain a loan for the puipose of carrying into 
effect some specific improvement within or in connexion with the same, 
the value of the several denominations of the lands according to the 
Government valuation, as also the actual annual I’ental, the amount of 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




17 



on Labourers' Dwellings, Ireland. 

the loan sought for, and also, fully and particularly, with dates, the title 
under which the estate or interest is derived, and all matters affecting 
the same. Where the lands arc held under different interests or titles 
it should be so stated. 

2. Tlie memorial should be accompanied by a copy of the sheet of the 
six-inch Ordnance Map in which the property is situated, on which its 
boundaries should be clearly shown ; and in the case where the proposed 
operations come under Section I. 

Land Improvement. 

1. The extent of land to be benefited should be shown, with, as far as 
the scale will admit, the details of the works to be executed, whether 
open main-drains, thorough drainage, fences, roads, &c. 

2. A specification of the works in detail will also be required, together 
with an estimate of their cost, and a schedule showing the present value 
of the lands and the increased value, in detail and in gross, which it is 
calculated they will derive from the proposed works. (See examples of 
plans, specification, estimates, and schedule in Addendum No. 1.) 

3. When loans are sought for the reclamation of lands from the sea or 
tidal waters by embankment, the consent of the Commissioners of Woods 
and Forests, and also of the Lords of the Admiralty, should accompany 
the memorial j and in cases of glebe lands the consent of the bishop of 
the diocese and the patron of the benefice must be obtained ; and where 
the benefice is in the gift of the crown, the consent of His Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant will be required, in addition to that of the bishop of 
the diocese. 

4. In all cases where streams form the boundary of a property which 
it is proposed to improve by draining under these Acts, and where it is 
necessary to execute works in such boundary streams to insure the free 
discharge of the water from the drains, a letter should he obtained from 
each of the adjoining proprietors of the lands through which the stream 
is to be deepened and widened, stating that he will allow the stream to 
he operated on as specified by the reporting officer, and that he will not 
at any future time interfere with the freo discharge of the water at its 
reduced level. A similar letter should be obtained from all tenants who 
hold leases under any of the proprietors, any part of whose lands adjoins 
the boundary stream. 

5. Where the object of tho loan is to plant for shelter, the ground 
which it is proposed to plant, and also the ground which it is intended 
to shelter should bo shown. The species of trees to be planted and 
description of fencing should also be stated, as well as the benefit, 
pecuniary or otherwise, which is expected to be derived. 

In the case where the expenditure is proposed to be made under 
Section II,— 

Erection of Farm Buildings. 

1. The extent of the farm in respect of which the buildings are pro- 
posed to be erected should be shown by a distinctive marginal colour on 
the map, and the position which the buildings are intended to occupy, 
or which existing buildings do occupy, should be also plainly marked. 

2. The nature of the proposed buildings should be stated (in the appli- 
cation), whether farm dwelling-house or offices, or both, or whether the 
works are to be in enlargement of existing dwelling-houses or offices, or 
noth. 

Note . — Loans for farm offices will not be made, except in connexion 
with a suitable dwelling-house ejected or to be erected. 

B 
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3. The area of tlie farm, its value according to the Government valua- 
tion, its actual rental, the tenure under which hold, and other points 
specified in Schedule, Form A, in Addenda. Farm buildings should also 
be given. 

4. Plans and elevations of tlie proposed buildings will be required, on 
a scale of 8 feet to an inch, together with sections on a scale of 4 feet to 
an inch, and details of fittings on a larger scale. The purpose of each 
building to be plainly written and dimensions figured. 

Where it is proposed to enlarge existing buildings, the old work should 
be indicated by a dark tint— the new work shown in red. Specifications 
and estimates should accompany the plans, and it is desirable that a de- 
scription of the soil should also be furnished with a statement of the 
system of agriculture which has hitherto been followed, and that which 
it is intended to pursue; the sufficiency of the supply of water should also 
be mentioned. 



In the case where the object of the Loan is under Section III., or 
Labourers’ Dwellings. 

1. The application should state the number of dwellings which it is 
proposed to construct, or to add to and alter, and the circumstances which 
render their construction or alteration, &c., desirable or pecessary; and 
should be accompanied by a copy of the Ordnance sheet or sheets, showing 
the boundaries of the estate, or portion of the estate on which the dwell- 
ings are to be erected, and also the selected sites, numbered and refer- 
enced. 

2 . Plans, elevations, and sections of the proposed dwellings, to the 
same scales as those laid down for farm buildings, will also be required, 
together with specifications and estimates corresponding thereto. 

3. Where it is proposed to improve existing dwellings, by altering or 

adding to them, or both, it will be necessary to give a plan, or plans, and 
sections of the existing structure, distinguishing it by a dark tint, and 
to show by a red colour the intended alterations or additions. Detailed 
specifications and estimates will be equally necessary for such added or 
altered work. J J 

4. It will be required that each dwelling should be provided with a 
smnll but sufficient enclosed yard, with proper privy and manure pit. 

7 * . ie 1 f. tnre site or sites as regards drainage or dryness, the 

facilities which the locality presents for obtaining suitable building mate- 
rials, and tlie nature and sufficiency, as well as convenience of the supply 
of water, should also be given. 

In the case of Section LY, or 

Mill Buildings for Scutching Flax. 

. ■i; ^-i 10 application should be accompanied by a copy of the Ordnance 
six-mch sheet containing the property, showing by a marginal tint the 
boundaries of the lands over which it is intended the charge in security 
or payment of the loan shall extend, and also the proposed site of the 
mill, and the streams and watercourses which it is intended to take 
advantage of. 

amoim f of power which it is intended to apply, the data on 
which it is calculated at different seasons to be, the mode of application, 
whether by undershot, breast, or overshot wheel, the arrangement ofhead- 
werr and lead, and of tail-race, with sections, should also be given. 

o. Plans and sections of the building, showing its construction ip de- 
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tail, together with specification and estimate of cost, will also he neees 
sary. 

4. Where other than water-power is intended to be made use of full 
particulars of the mode of application will be required ’ 

5 It is to be iinderstood that the cost of providing the requisite 
machinery and internal fitments cannot ho included in the loan but must 
be provided out of the privato funds of the applicant ’ 

6. Plans and sections of mills on the smallest scale which it is consi 
dered can, with advantage, bo established, and for which loans can be 
granted together with specification and estimate, are given as examples 
m the Addenda. 1 

Note.— 1. Under each of the sections following the first the land in 
formation as regards title, value of property, &c., must be given in’ or 
as an accompaniment to the application as under that section. 

rJ' F 7’£ S ,°, fm w°!' iaI c ' ulbe obtaiQeclo “ application to the Secretary 
Office of Public Works. 

3. In filling in the memorial it is recommended, in order to avoid as 
far as possible, error or imperfection and consequent inconvenience and 
delay, the title, &c., constituting the applicant an owner, should be clearly 
stated in the memorial, as required by the marginal note to form. 



Rules and Conditions under which the Lords Commissioners of Her 
Majesty's Treasury are pleased to authorize the granting of Loans. 

1. No loan to he made for any of the several purposes under the Acte 
for a less sum than £100. 

2. The gross amount of loan to be made in respect of any property to 
be rendered liable for the repayment of tlio loan, not to exceed seven 
years of its annual value, as determined by the Government valuation, 
such gross amount to includo each and every purpose for which such loan 
may be sought and may be granted. 

4. The period for the repayment of loans made for the followinv pur- 
poses, viz. : — ° r 

Buildings of all hinds ; 

Cloaring lands of rocks ; and 
Planting for shelter ; 

may, on application of proprietor, which application must accompany the 
memorial, be extended over thirty-five years, the annual instalment in 
payment of principal and interest being at the rate of 5 per cent, on the 
sum borrowed. 

In all other cases provided for under the Acts the period for repay- 
ment to he limited to twonty-two years, the instalments being at the rate 
°t cl per cent, on the sum borrowed. 

5. Loans to be issued by instalments of one-fifth of the sum borrowed, 
provided the amount of loan does not exceed £2,500. But no instalment 
exceeding £5 00. can in any case he issued. 

6. No instalment after the first to be paid until satisfactory proof he 
sl I eil ° f due expenditure of previous instalment. 

. * • When works have, been executed to the value of any instalment 
issued, and a claim is put forward for the issue of another instalment, 
ft , 01mer ° r b * s a S 611 t should furnish with the claim a detailed account 
o the expenditure. Forms for this purpose will be supplied on appiica- 
°a v ' 3 Secretal T. Office of Pubiic Works. 

o. No loan to be made in respect of any work to be executed or build- 

B 2 
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ings to be erected, except on plans and specifications which shall be duly 
approved by the Commissioners of Public Works. 3 

9. In all buildings for the erection of which loans are granted it will 
be required that timber of good quality, free from defects, and well sea 
soned, shall be employed, and that the materials shall be of the best and 
most durable quality suited to the particular purpose. 



Course of Preliminary Proceedings. 



Allocation 
of loan. 



Reference 
to Inspec- 
tor. 



1. When the memorial, with the necessary information, has been sub- 
mitted for approval of the Commissioners, they will consider whether the 
proposed works or any portions of them are of such a character that a sum 
may be allocated for their execution ; and they will either sanction the 
plan and estimate, modify it, or should they deem it necessary, as will 
be generally the case, refer it to one of their Inspectors. 

Publication ?' ®? ould P ro j ect he considered eligible, the Commissioners will 
of notice, order tne publication of tlie case, as required by the Act — that is to say 
they give public notice that the memorialist has applied for a loan for 
the improvement of certain lands (naming them), or for the erection of 
bull dings thereon ; and that any person who considers he has an interest 
m SMd lands may object to such loan being made to the memorialist, by 
notifying his dissent in writing on or before a particular date which will 
be stated in the advertisement, and which is to be not sooner than two 
weeks after the date of publication. 

3 It is also necessary to observe that, whether the loan applied for be 
sanctioned or refused, the applicant is liable for and will be required to 
appliration PenaeS mcUrre< * ^ Commissioners in connexion with the 

4. Should any person or persons lodge an objection to the loan, the 
Board will name an early clay to hear and decide on same. 

" 13 also necessary that they should be satisfied that the applicant 
tion has such an estate and interest in the lands mentioned in the memorial 

WW - and for tMs purpose he will he required to 

Board ssohcitor for examination the title deed or deeds 
*»*> * —7 of title 

W f0r %on 6 s\de££t£o^ mi t 01 ’ er 1 S ’ 011 re ° eipt ° f their Ins P“ tor ’ B report, 
then™! advanta geously applied in the execution of 
the rt+V nf + 1 W01 r aU x ^ 10ldd they be advised by their law officer that 
to tb a Tnvi n a ^P ^ Cant ls satisfactory, they will recommend the case 
o£Lir Clsb^“ 1SSl r rS 0f 1 Her Ma j est 7’ s Treasury, and on receipt 

7 Tb v P sanotl011 mat o an order for loan, 

a bond a S0lvent suret 7 '"'ill ho required to enter into 

join in bond, j , ’p.p , * d ™ a sum to he named therein, that the instalments 

„ ? p . ended aocord “g to the approved plans and estimates, 
eZu^Zrrr tlme ’ *° be a l so . s P ec rfied in such bond. In no case 
mates and snp^fi ® com mencecl until copies of the approved plans, e$tj- 

8 Whil i h T have been reoeived fr om this office, 
the bond riPi^f 0 ^.^ :£ 01 ' t ^ e .i oarL . s i lal l have been duly registered, and 
missionerswill b, t0 Batis f a . c *i° n of the Board’s solicitor, the Com- 
tion of the works 6 prepared to i Bslle the first instalment for the execu- 



Liabilities 
for ex- 
penses. 

Dissent 

Examina- 



Surety re' 
quired to 



Issue of 
money. 



Power of 
attorney. 



office to dvs!£] S k°' d i , be i noolr ' r ement to proprietors to attend at this 
pm-pose bv It “ 5ta i mentS ’ another may be appointed for this 
Sffin frl f t 0 at * 5me 7> a form of w hich till be supplied on ap- 
plication, free of stamp duty or other charge. 
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10. The Commissioners will not authorize a further issue until theEspendi- 

preceding one has been accounted for to .their satisfaction ; and in no tura 
case should an instalment bo drawn until the borrower is fully prepared t0 be aCw 
to proceed with the execution of works. counted for. 

11. The approved plan and specification of works should not in any Deviation, 
case be departed from wrtbout the special authority of the Commissioners from ori- 
previously obtained. However, if, in carrying out the improvements, ff“ al P'an. 
the borrower should, from any peculiar circumstances, deem it desirable 

to alter the plan or specification of works, lie can make a representation 
to that effect to the Board, applying for sanction to such deviation from 
the approved plan. Should the authority of the Commissioners be 
given, the works will be allowed for as if they had formed part of the 
original project. 



For further information, proprietors desiring to avail themselves of 
the provisions of the several Acts for the improvement of landed pro- 
perty in Ireland are referred to those Acts, as quoted in the title-page. 



Design and Specification of Work in the Labourer’s Cottage, 

(Prepared in the Office of the Poor Law Commissioners.) No ' 21 - 

Trenches are to he excavated for tlie foundation 2 feet wide and 18 
inches deep, and on new ground the surface-soil for G or 8 inches is to 
be removed and laid on the ground at the hack. 

The walling to be good rubble masonry well bonded, the largest of 
the stones are to ho used in the foundation ; quoins at the angles to he 
rubble-stone, roughly hammered to bond well; the jambs and arches of 
the openings are to be of rough hammered stones, or good hard bricks, 

9 inches high of brick or 12 inches of stone; the openings may have 
stone lintels 4 inches thick ; arches or lintels to be the full width of the - 
walls; stone sills to the outer doors 12 inches wide and 4 inches thick; 
stone sills to windows of flags 9 inches wide and 1^- to 2 inches thick, 
to project 1£ inches, and to be G inches longer than the openings. The 
chimney to be built of 9-inch brickwork or rubble masonry carefully 
built; the flue to bo 12 inches diameter, well pargetted. The fireplace 
to have stone jambs and mantel built in the wall. Hearth- stone, 4 feet 
by 1 foot 6 inches. A stone trough 2 feet 6 inches by 1 foot 9 inches 
to be set in the wash-house, with a grating in the bottom over to brick 
trunk leading to a surface-drain outside. The ash-pit and the space 
under privy-seat to be sunk 2 feet, and walled round ; the back- wall of 
the privy, to be built on an arch at the surface of the ground ; wall of 
ash-pit to be 3 feet 6 inches high above the surface of the ground, coped 
with large stones ; walls of privy to be G feet high above ground. 

Floor of living room to be 9 inches above the surface of the ground 
outside, and to be formed with a coat of dry filling stones and lime 
refuse 5 inches thick, covered with a coat of tempered clay 4 inches 
thick, and hand-floated with dry lime and sand until the surface is firm. 

The wash-house to be floored with rough flags, closely jointed. A flag- 
stone 3 feet by 2 feet to be set outside the front door. Paved surface- 
channels to he formed at front and hack under the eaves of roo£ 

, ^ ie timber to be white American deal, sound, and free from objec- 
tionable defects, and all securely nailed ; the roofing to he constructed 
as shown and figured on sections ; the plates to be halved at the joinings 
and returned 3 feet into the gable and cross walls. Bed-room floor 
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joists to be 4J inclies by 1-| indies, with wrought boarding -f-incli thick 
closely jointed; loft floor to be 4-inch rough boards, closely jointed on 
joists 4J inches by 1£ inches. Rafters and floor joists to be spaced 12 
inches from centre to centre. 

The front door to be of inch rebated sheeting, and the other doors to 
be of | rebated sheeting ; all to have ledges 0 inches by 1 inch • three 
on each the front door and the outer door of wash-house, and two on 
each of the others ; the two outer doors to have frames, 4 J inches by 3 
inches, rebated ; the inner doors to have frames 4£ inches by 14 inches 
with f-inclv stops nailed on ; all doors to be hung with wrought T 
hinges, 20 inches to the outer doors and 10 niches to the inner doors ■ 
the outer doors are each to have a thumb-latch and 2 bolts, and the front 
door also a 9-inch stock lock ; the bed-room doors to have a thumb- 
latch and one bolt on the inside ; the door between the living room and 
wash-house to have a thumb-latch only. 

The windows to have deal rebated frames 3£ inclies by 3 inches, and 
1 J-mch deal casements ; one casement to each window to be hung on 
hinges with stay and fastening; in the living room and bed-rooms one 
of the upper casements to be hung on centres, with lines for opening and 
closing them, and have a fastening to each ; window and door-frames to 
be set 6 inches from the outside face of walls ; inch window boards to 
be fixed to the windows of living 'and bed-rooms ; window to loft to be 
2, ieet 6 niches by 1 foot 6 inches, with one casement only. 

Inch deal seat and riser in privy on bearers ; tho floor to be flagged ; 
a henroost to be formed over the wash-house with 4-inch rough hoarding 
on joists 3 niches by 1J inclies, with trap-doors 2 ieet hy 1 foot G Indies 
m the middle j an opening to be formed in the gable, with cover for 
closing it j fix a hen ladder to it outside. 

The walls of the living room and bed-rooms are to ho plastered one 
coat and whitewashed, and the bed-rooms to have plastered ceilings. 
Hie woodwork to be painted three coats with good oil colour. The case- 
ments to be glazed with 15 oz. sheet-glass, set in oil putty. 

A strong wrought-iron firegrate, 20 inches wide between the hobs, is 
to be set m the fireplace with hard sandstone, granite, or firebricks ; 
hearthstone 3 feet 6 inches hy 1 foot G inches. 

+W 1 ? to be latIled wit!l retl ^al laths, 1 inch by A inch, and 

a c ec wi i new sound straw in the best manner, secured along the 
ridge and eaves, and made staunch and secure. 

Labourer’s Cottage.— Approximate Estimate of Cost. 



Excavation and surfacing, 

Stonework and masonry in wailing, flagging, ice., 
Timber in roofing, flooring, ’ 

Doors, door-frames, &c., 

Boarded flooring, ’ 

Window-frames, casements, &c.. 

Ladder to loft, &c., . 

Thatching roofs, , * - 

Plastering inside, 

Painting and whiting, * 

Fencing enclosing the back, .* 



£ ■ s. d. 
0 16 0 
35 12 7 
9 14 



4 8 3J 



2 9 
6 2 
1 1 
8 7 
2 11 
1 6 
2 4 



£73 10 3 £ 
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Names of Inspectors and Statement of the Districts to which 
their Reports relate. 



Mr. Robinson — D istrict comprised in the counties of Car-low, Dublin, Kildare 

Meath, Queen’s County, Wexford, and Wicklow, . . ! 28 

Mr. W. Hamilton — D istrict comprised in the counties of Carlow. Kilkenny, 

Limerick, Queen’s County, Tipperary, Waterford, and Wexford, . 49 

Dr. Brodie — D istrict comprised in the counties of Clare, Galway, King’s County, 

Mayo, Roscommon, Tipperary, and Westmeath, . . . ’ 57 

Mr. O’Brien — D istrict comprised in the counties of Antrim, Armagh, Down 

Dublin, Londonderry, Louth, Meath, Monaghan, and Tyrone, ° . 63 

Dr. King.— D istrict comprised in the counties of Cork, Limerick, and Waterford, 70 
Dr. Rougiun — D istrict comprised in the counties of Cavan, Leitrim, Mayo, 

Sligo, and Roscommon, . . . , . , . 74 

Mr. R. Hamilton — D istrict comprised in the counties of Antrim, Cavan, Donegal, 

Fermanagh, Leitrim, Londonderry, Monaghan, and Tyrone, . . 79 

Dr. Burke. — D istrict comprised in the counties of Armagh, Cavan, Fermanagh, 
Kildare, King’s County, Longford, Meath, Monaghan, Queen’s County, 
and Westmeath, . . . . . . 90 

Mi-. Bourice — D istrict comprised in the counties of Clare, Galway, Kerry, King’s 

County, Limerick, Queen’s County, and Tipperary, . . . 98 

Mr. Horsley — D istrict comprised in the counties of Cork, Kerry, and Limerick, 99 



No. 1 . — Report from Mr. Robinson. 

(District comprised in the Counties of Carlow, Dublin, Kildare, Meath, Queen’s 
• County, Wexford, and Wicklow.) 

Dublin, May 22nd,' 1872. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 9th instant, communicating to me the desire 

Her Majesty's Government to obtain suggestions for the sub- 
stitution of a simple and easily understood enactment in the place 
of the existing laws -which regulate the tenure of labourers’ 
dwellings in Ireland. 

With, the view of procuring as much information as possible 
upon this subject, I consulted gentlemen who have directed their 
attention to the question, and I have received many valuable 
suggestions from them both personally and by letter ; to several 
I sent questions nearly similar to those contained in your letter 
of instructions, and I forward to you iu an appendix* to this . 
report, the replies which have reached me, together with plans Drawing., 
and specifications for labourers’ cottages recommended by some No ’-' 1 ' it ° 33 
of those with whom I have been in communication as suitable to 
the class of persons for whom they are required. 

In submitting to you the information I have obtained, and the 
suggestions which I would make respecting the proposed legis- 
lation on this subject, I will refer to the queries in your letter in 
the order in which they are put, and will endeavour to answer 
them as concisely as possible. 

* Sea page 27. 
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1. What would be the most convenient and suitable tenure for 
labourers’ dwellings ? 

The result of my inquiries on this point would lead me to 
recommend that the tenure should be monthly or weekly, deter- 
minable by either party on seven days’ notice. The ’tenant 
should not be entitled on eviction to compensation for disturbance 
or improvements under the Land Act or any other Act, but should 
be compensated by the landlord only for the value of the crop in 
the ground at the time the notice to quit was served, and the 
landlord should have a claim against the tenant on account of any 
damage to the premises occasioned by his neglect or default 
The landlord should be bound to maintain the house in tenan table 
condition, but might require the occupier to keep the inside in 
good order, and repair window glass, locks and keys, &c., &e. 

The magistrates at Petty Sessions should have power at the 
expiiation of the time named in the notice to quit, and on receiving 
proof of the service ol the notice, to give an order for possession 
by a warrant to the constabulary, and to determine the value of 
the crop in the ground, and all other matters in dispute between 
the parties ; the magistrates’ decision should be final. 

The conditions which it would appear to he necessary to require 
undei the Act are, that the tenure must be in accordance with 
the provisions of the Act ; that the extent of land held, and 
the amount of the rent must he within the prescribed limits ; that 
the cottage, if built after the passing of the Act, must have stone 
and mortar, or brick and mortar walls and chimney, and at least 
two bedrooms and a kitchen; and that the agreement must be in 
writing. ° 



2 What quantity of land might be attached to or let with the 
cottage ? 

The general opinion is that one rood of land is sufficient for a 
labourer, and m that view I entirely concur, but it has been re- 
presented to me that in certain parts of Ireland the land near the 
co tage might be of little value, and perhaps only partly re- 
claimed, and that under such circumstances it would be desirable 
tnat tlie landlord should have the power to give the labourer more 
than in other places. 

I would therefore suggest that the Act should provide that the 
an a ached to the cottage must not exceed one statute acre. 

i ^!- a l sl ? oul n d , be tlle maximum amount of rent for house and 
land which should properly be within the statute ? 

I think the amount of rent within the statute should not in any 
case exceed the rate of ten shillings a month. 

4. If the letting he in writing, could a short and simple form 
be suggested ? r 

v . fonn of agreement* suggested by Mr. T. Tighe 

c e y, Solicitor, who has had much experience in preparing 
eases and agreements under the Land Act. This form appears 

* See page 27. 
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to me in every respect suitable. Any agreement entered into 
respecting internal repairs, such as keeping window glass, looks 
and keys, &c., in order, might be embodied in the form, in such 
terms as the landlord and tenant may mutually arrange and 
determine. 

It would be desirable that agreements under this Act should be 
exempt from stamp duty. 

5. If the letting be not in writing, what should the landlord be 
bound to do in order to exercise the summary powers given 1 

I am of opinion that the letting should always he in wilting. 

6. What _ authority should decide whether the landlord had 
complied with the requirements of the Act ? 

I think that all matters in dispute between the landlord and 
tenant, and all questions arising under the Act, should be within 
the jurisdiction of magistrates at Petty Sessions, that the magis- 
trates should have power to appoint one or more persons to 
inspect the premises, if they require evidence not otherwise ob- 
tainable. 

7. What restrictions, if any, should be imposed on tenants 
letting cottages to labourers under this Act ? 

A landlord who builds a labourer’s cottage for his tenant, or 
permits him to build one, would do well to make it a condition 
with his tenant that ho only lets to the labourer under the pro- 
visions of this Act, and that the occupant of the cottage must he, 
bona fide, a hired labourer. It would also be desirable that the 
landlord should make the tenant embody in his agreement with 
his labourer a clause against taking in lodgera, or subletting in tene- 
ments, but in other respects the farmer and his labourer should, I 
think, he unrestricted in their dealings with each other. 

A labourer and his immediate lessor will be in the position of 
tenant and landlord under this Act, and as the head landlord 
would usually have full power to impose the restrictions I have 
referred to before building for his tenant, or permitting him to 
build, legislation on this point would probably not be necessary. 

8. Are any special provisions required in the case of houses 
occupied by caretakers, &c. ? 

The existing law (see. 86 of 23 & 24 Vie., c. 154) would appear 
to he sufficient in regard to caretakers. 

9. _ Could any system of registration of labourers' dwellings, in- 
volving inspection, &sc., be adopted with advantage ? 

.This is a point on which there is much diversity of opinion, audit 
will be observed, on reference to the appendix, that while some are 
nr favour of registration and inspection, others consider that such 
proceedings would be . unnecessary. I am myself disposed to think 
■that periodical inspection of the houses, after they are completed 
and occupied, would not he attended with much advantage, and 
that it might be left to the owners and occupiers to look after 
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Drawing, 
No, 21, 



their own interests, and maintain their respective rights, and that 
an inspection by order of the magistrates whenever it is necessary 
for special purposes, as suggested before, would be sufficient. 3 
However, I express my views on this point with some hesita- 
tion, as I am well aware that much weight is to be attached to 
the opinions of those who recommend a different course. 

. 10 - Csm y° u suggest any modification in the existing reo-ula- 
tions for procuring loans which would tend to encourage more 
numerous applications, and to simplify the present motfe of ob- 
taining advances ? 

The following suggestions have been made to mein reply to 
this query that the expense of the application and report mio-ht 
be reduced— that the inquiry into the title of the borrower might 
be shortened by giving the loan a statutory preference over all 
charges and interests that the Board of Works should he re- 
presented m every county by some person with whom applicants 
■might communicate directly that the specifications might be 
simplified;— that the power of borrowing might be extended to 
any tenant h oldmg not less than forty acres, whose landlord would 
assent to his obtaining the loan ; that the Board of Works should 
lend money for a less expensive description of cottage than here- 
toiore ;— that there should be power to borrow a less sum than 
the present minimum of £100 ; — and that the period for paying 

the principal of the loan might be extended. 

It would be difficult to form a just opinion upon these points 
without ascertaining the views of the Board of Public Works in 
reference to the suggestions that have been made, and I there- 
tore think it advisable merely to communicate these suggestions 
to you without comment. 

w , reference to the published designs of the Board of Public 
Works for labourers dwellings, and to the desire you express that 
should specify any points in which I consider alteration might 
be made m them with advantage, I would remark that all the 
esigns referred to provide for a floor over some of the rooms, and 

groumifloor Pref61 ' a ^ “ wllio11 a11 the a P artments ar e on the 

When a cottage, comprising an upper story, is constructed at a 
c ° ai L th ® rooms must be very low, and to build them 
sufficiently lofty to secure good air and ventilation would entail 
muc expense; it is a great object in erecting these houses to 
do so as cheaply as possible, so that the labourer may be able to 
■ I. 0U T °J . . f ^ a £ es P a y the builder a fair interest for his 
• , nimr, therefore, that, in a sanitary point of view, there 

j a . yal >tage.m building a cottage without an upper floor, 
ana that the .additional cubic contents of each room, obtainable 
- 6 ® reat f r . height when there is nothing overhead but the 
roof, is_a most important desideratum. 

if -nrui? n ® “y ® xam ined Mr. Barney’s plan, and compared 
1 1 ,, man y fliers shown to me, I think that his design embraces 
i e ^fl'Jirements for a labourer’s dwelling, and that cottages 
t on that plan would be found suitable to the class of persons 
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for whom they are required ; it will generally be desirable to put 
up a pigsty in the yard, and in places where turf is burned a 
fire-grate will not be necessary. In regard to the roof, there is 
no doubt that thatch, when kept in good order, is the most com- 
fortable, and at the same time conducive to health, and that it is 
warmer in winter and cooler in summer than slates, but although 
the thatched roof might, in some parts of Ireland, still be adopted 
with advantage, there are many districts in which it would not 
meet with the approval of those concerned in the management of 
estates, in consequence of the expense attending the repair that it 
frequently requires, as well as for several other reasons. I would 
therefore suggest that it should be left optional with persons 
about to build to adopt the description of roof they prefer, and 
that in this respect, as well as in others, it is desirable that con- 
siderable latitude in planning the cottages should be allowed 
them, proper provision being made for sound construction, and for 
the number of rooms necessary for the separation of sexes. 

If such persons are permitted to exercise their own taste and 
judgment in regard to designs and details, subject to the afore- 
said conditions, they will lie the more disposed to undertake the 
work which it is the object of the contemplated legislation to 
promote. 



I have, &c., 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Henry Robinson. 
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Foem of Agreement suggested by T. Tighe Mecredy, Esquire, 
Solicitor, of 28, Westmoreland-street, Dublin. 

Agreement entered into tliis day of one thousand eight hundred 
seventy in pursuance of the provisions of the Act between 
°* . . the one part, and of of the other part. The said 
being a hired labourer in the employment of the said the 
i 1 , a S rees to let, and the said agrees to take the dwelling- 

use with the appurtenances thereto belonging and of land or 
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thereabouts, statute measure, situate in the barony of or ,j „„ , 
of to be held by the said from the day of upou a™^ 
tenancy deternnnable by either party upon the day of any 

upon previous notice in writing at the rent of ™ vabl . 

on the day of every the first payment to be made on the 1 * 
day of one thousand eight hundred and seventy 

And it is hereby further agreed between the said and the said 



In witness whereof the said and have hereunto signed their 
names the day and year first herein -written. 



Queries issued with reference to the question whether any 
amendment of the existing law can be made with advantage 
tor the purpose of promoting the construction of an improved 
description of labourers’ dwellings in Ireland 

1. What would be the most convenient and suitable tenure for la- 
bourers dwellings 1 

I' ™ ^ of land “ight be attached to or let with the cottage 1 

d. What should he the maximum amount of rent for house and land 
which should properly he within the Statute 1 

i. If the letting he in writing, could a short and simple form he sug- 
gested ? 1 ° 

5. If the letting he not in writing, what should the landlord be bound 
to ao m order to exercise the summary powers given 1 

6 What authority should decide whether the landlord had complied 
with the requirements of the Act ? 

7. What restrictions, if any, should be imposed on tenants letting 
cottages to labourers under this Act? 

8. Are any special provisions required in the case of houses occupied 

by caretakers, (fee. ? r 

. kpuld any system of registration of labourers’ dwellings, involving 
inspection, ic., be adopted with advantage ? 

10. Can you suggest any modification of the existing regulations for 
procuring loans winch would tend to encourage more numerous applica- 
tions, and to simplify the present mode of obtaining advances 1 

11. Can you offer any suggestions as to the class of house suitable for 
a labourers dwelling, m reference to the extent of accommodation, ven- 
tilation, decorum, cleanliness, economy, or any other desideratum? 



Replies from the Baron de Robeck, county Kildare. 

i j dement either to pay rent, or the dwelling to be in- 

cluded m the wages, and to be by the month or week. 

T T?’ atatute measure, as a garden — when more land is given 
o 0 . labourer s time is taken up in attending to bis land. 

‘ i , ne ^ng sixpence a week. I consider a moderately com-' 
-PI on 6 a° a ° 6 ’ Stable offices, cannot be built under £85 to. 

. ro ^ °* three cottages, each with kitchen, two bed-rooms, 
om, and porch, enclosed yard with a shed, for fuel, a piggery, and 
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privy, cost £252 ; but then it cannot be expected that a labourer could 
pay more for a cottage and garden, the convenience of having him on 
the spot must be considered. 

4. My cottages are all let by written agreements, either to pay so much 
rentor included in wages, and theform taken partly from the CottierTenant 
Act, is “ This agreement witnesses that A. B., as landlord, agrees to let 
a cottage and one rood, statute, of land, or thereabouts, as a garden, and 
C. D., as tenant, agrees to hold the following tenement, viz., a cottage 
and one rood, statute, of land as a garden, situate in the parish of 
county of , from date by the week, at the rent of and 
further to keep all inside the cottage, and window-glass and offices in 
good and proper repair.” 

I consider the landlord should keep all outside, such as roof, walls, 
doors, window-frames, in repair. 

5. I would give no summary powers to landlord where no written 
agreement existed. The object should be to encourage agreements in 
writing, thereby saving disputes and trouble when brought before a 
Petty Sessions Court. 

6. The magistrates at Petty Sessions Court who could appoint persons 
to view the matter in dispute and report to them. 

7. A very strict restriction against letting a cottage to a member of 
the family ; it must be bond fide a hired labourer, and he must keep the 
cottage in good repair, and he should be obliged to have a written agree- 
ment ] but the requirements of the cottage should not be too strict, such 
as ore now in the Cottier Tenant Act, viz., “ a sufficient privy,” to 
enable summary jurisdiction. 

8. I think not, as the houses are part of the wages ; but a month’s 
notice and power to bring the case before Petty Sessions Court ; here 
again a written agreement would prevent any doubt. 

9. I think not, it would be troublesome and expensive, and seldom 
complied with. Should be left to landlords or tenants and labourers 
to settle it ; they would soon find out the advantage of doing things in 
a business-like way. 

10. No, never having got a loan for cottages ; but no doubt the 
greater facility given in obtaining loans would be encouragement to 
build cottages. 

11. I think the class of house with the accommodation as stated in 
clause 3 sufficiently good for the ordinary labourer, beyond that would 
be very costly. 

Kobeck. 

Gowran Grange, Naas, 

10th May, 1872. 



Replies from John E. Vernon, esq., Agent to the Earl of Pem- 
broke, county Dubhn. 

. 1. The tenure should be weekly, for reasons given in letter of equal 
date ; possession to be recoverable at petty sessions by a warrant to the 
constabulary. 

2. Not over half a statute acre ; in my opinion a smaller area is more 
desirable, the question of crops complicates a weekly tenure. What the 
labourer wants most is milk, and this cannot be had on any cottage lot. 

3. One shilling and sixpence per week in country districts, 2s. in 
urban or suburban districts, or in towns under Towns Improvement 
Acts, or other local governments, 
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. 4. There can be no difficulty in scheduling the statute, a short and 
simple form. 

If free from stamp duty it will be more likely to be used by the farmers 

5. Pay the taxes, keep the premises in tenantable repair, supplying' 
in the first instance whatever is required by law under the existing 
statutes ; crop in ground to be paid for by lessor. 

6. An inspector appointed as suggested in letter of equal date. His 
evidence before two magistrates at petty sessions to be conclusive. 

7. Not in any case to permit the cottage to be let in tenements or 
occupied by more than one family. 

8. The existing law appears to be sufficient. 

9. I think all cottages built under the proposed statute might be 
registered with the local officer proposed to be appointed. The condi- 
tion that his evidence should be necessary to enable possession to he 
recovered would insure proper maintenance. 

10. Reduce expense of application and report ; shorten inquiry into 
title ; simplify the specifications ; abbreviate the correspondence, and 
extend the power of borrowing to all tenants who can obtain tbe sanc- 
tion of their landlords, and let there be some person in every county to 
whom the farmer can make liis application directly. Do not ask any 
tenant applying for a loan to go to “ a Board,” and make all instalments 
payable in the nearest bank by “receivable orders.” 



May 13, 1872. 



John E. Vernon. 



Castle Saunderson, Belturbet, 

May 13, 1872. 

My dear Hobtnson, — I am sorry that I did not see you before 
leaving Dublin ; I could have explained to you my views more f ull y 
than I can write them from this, where I am much engaged. 

The first condition, "without which men will not be induced to b uil d 
cottages, is a short and simple remedy against an overholding labourer. 

This no doubt sounds harsh, and miglxt appear unpopular in a 
Government measure. The question, however, is — not what will look 
well in the print of a bill, but what is calculated to produce a supply 
of good dwellings for the labourers. 

On Lord Pembroke’s estate near Dublin the wages are 14s. a week. 
The men whom we house we pay at the rate of 13s. per week, and they 
occupy their cottages as caretakers. I have thus a power of immediate 
removal which I am happy to say I have never had occasion to use. 

When the legislature, in a spirit of pseudo-humanity, made the poor- 
rate payable by the lessors on all tenements under £4, it did more (with 
the best intentions) to injure the Irish labourer than it has ever been 
able to do to improve his condition. 

Looking to the difficulty of removing these small holders, every tenant 
who got possession of a tenement under the value of £4 pulled it down 
rather than become liable to the taxes for a holding which he could only 
recover at Quarter Sessions. 



I think the power of the state in these matters is overrated j still 
there are causes at work now, in the direction of the desired result, to 
which the Government can lend aid. 

refer to the steadily increasing demand for labour — a demand which 
will make it necessary for everyone to whom that labour is indispensable 
to provide liis supply by housing his employes of all grades. 

It is difficult to throw over the labourer the shield of legislative pro- 
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teotimi. The old condition will stand good, viz., “the increasing value 
of tlie article vail make it worth taking care of.” 

. The present regulations for loans do not present any great difficulties 
m the way of a large proprietor taking a large loan, but there is much 
to prevent a small proprietor or farmer from borrowing for one or two 
cottages ; and this is, after all, where the want is most felt At present 
the necessity of furnishing a plan and an elaborate specification involves 
the employment of a professional man. 

No farmer with forty or fifty acres will face this. 

In other respects too the requirements of the Board are above the 
wants to be supplied ; consequently the outlay will give no return 

It is difficult, within the compass of a letter, to explain what I mean ■ 
but I think a short specification might ho framed and (if necessary) 
scheduled to the Act, setting forth the minimum number of rooms their 
minimum cubic contents, and the quality and scantling of materials to 
heused; leaving, m other respects, the plans and details to the builder 

The inquiry into title of borrower might be much shortened by giving 
the loan a statutory preference over all charges and interests. ° 

Any tenant holding not less than forty acres statute by any lenwre 
whatsoever might he empowered to borrow with the assent of his land- 
lord. I do not think this would bo withheld unreasonably in most cases 
where labour is really required. 

To carry out my views the Board of Works should be represented in 
every county by an intelligent man, to be named on merits (if such a 
thmg is ever done), whose duty it would be to see that the cottages 
were properly built, properly maintained, as well as to report in the first 
instance as to whether they were required. 

Any intelligent man accustomed to the management of land should 
know enough of construction to bo able to control all these details with- 
out sending an officer from Dublin, and without a life-long correspondence 
with a “Board.” 

If such an officer wore only paid for work done, I cannot think the 
benefit winch would accrue to the labouring classes would be purchased 
too dear. 

k ie S isIatoG should, bear in mind that at the present prices of 
building, it is very difficult to produce any cottage which can bo let cheap, 
and yet repay the builder. 

Every expense, therefore, should be reduced to a minimum, if the 
great desideratum of improving the dwellings of our labourers is to be 
attained. 

I hope to be in Dublin on Friday. 

Believe me, very truly yours, 

John E. Vernon. 



Replies from the Honorable Frederick Ponsonby, Agent to 
Earl Fitzwilliam, county Wicklow. 

1. It would be desirable that labourers should hold in some way that 
would correspond with their hirings, so that they should have the cottages 
so - On o as *hey keep to their, engagements as labourers. At present they 
very commonly get a cottage and then work elsewhere, putting their 

employer to annoyance of ejectment. 

2. A. quarter of an Irish acre. 

• The fair rent varies much, according to the goodness of the land 
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and the rate of wages, but from 6 d. to lj. 6 d. a week (according to above 
circumstances) would be fair. 

4. All cottages not let on written agreements might be taken to be 
on certain conditions ; for instance, landlord to keep in repair and pay 
cess and poor-rate. Tenant not to injure, and be chargeable with re- 
pairs caused by neglect or wilful default. Tenant to keep clean and 
healthy and not overcrowded or with second families in same room. 
Not to sublet, assign, or divide without permission, &c., &e. 

6. The court hearing the case. Evidence of Sanitary Inspector bein<* 

receivable. ° 

7. That the letting should be strictly for labourers required on their 
own farms, and employed by them on hirings for the whole year. The 
situation, plan, and cost to be agreed with landlord, and any difference 
as to the necessity of cottage, situation, plan, or cost to be determined 
by Land Court in case of difference. 

9. Some inspection by Sanitary Inspector or police, so as to have 
report of state of cottage and number of inmates, would be useful. 

1(1 Present requirements cause too much expense, particularly in out- 
buildings; an open walled-in yard is in country places quite enough, 
leaving the oocupiers to make up little temporary outsheds as they think 



Replies from James L. Napee, esq., county Meath. 

1. The shorter the better. 

2. A quarter of an acre. 

3. Three pounds ten shillings in rural districts, and £5 ill towns, per 
annum. 

5. The landlord should be bound to keep the cottages in repair, but all 
letting should be in writing. 

6. There is at present no competent authority. The relieving officer 
might be required to give a certificate, but there should be an appeal to 
some qualified person or persons appointed by the Board of Works. 

7. The tenants should be obliged to employ them at least nine months 
in the year, and in no caBe be allowed to erect more than one cottage to 
each fifty acres of land, which cottage they must keep in repair. I do 
not know how far the paym ent in kind could be restricted, but certainly 
one-half of the wages should be paid in money. 

8. None ; the present law is sufficient. 

10. I believe great improvements are being effected in all parts of 
Ireland with which I am acquainted in the labourers’ dwellings, that 
these improvements gradually made out of the income of the landlords 
and farmers, are much more desirable than any sudden impulse to build 
new houses all over the country, and I would suggest that where money 
is borrowed it should be at a short term, r say, not to exceed twenty-one 
years in repayment, so that the person who makes the improvement and 
gets the credit of it should pay for it. 

, Y ‘ J 'would suggest houses similar to those in a recently published 
book of plans and specifications of cottages built on the estate of the 
.Duke of Leinster ; most of these are in existence on my property, and 

appear to answer as well as any I have seen, 
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Replies from George C. Roberts, Esq., agent to the Earl of 
Portsmouth, county Wexford. 

1. In the country as in towns, weekly tenancies to induce the erection 
of cottages, and to insure prompt payment of rent and performance of 
contracts. The present legal mode of obtaining possession in towns ought 
to be extended to tbe country. 8 

3. Not less than half an Irish rood for the growth of vegetables ire 
I think a greater quantity would be injurious, and occupy too much of the 
labourer’s time. In most districts in Ireland, land can be had for the 
labourer’s manure, for the growth of potatoes, .to., producing better root 
crops than a small patch kept in constant tillage. 

3. A suitable cottage built of good materials will cost from £50 to £60 
which ought to produce annually, say £3, and 5a. for the land (total 
£3 5s.) at a rent of Is. 3d. per week, which is too much for an 
agricultural labourer to pay. Considering the advantage to the farmer 
of having his labourer on the spot, a rent of Is. a week would sufficiently 
remunerate tbe farmer. 

4. .For tbe lawyers to do. 

5. Tbe present legal mode in towns under Act 14 & 15 Vic., c. 92, 
section 15, would suffice for landlord and tenant. 

6. Tbe Board of W orbs, and in case of legal proceedings tbe chairman 
of county. 

7. See answer to Ho. 3. 

8. Tbe present law is sufficient, 23 & 24 Vic., c. 154, section 86, for 
caretakers not paying rent. 

9. Tbe Board of Works should periodically inspect all cottages built 
under tbe contemplated law, or that have been erected with tbe assistance 
of tbe Board. 

10. Every possible facility should be given by tbe Board of Works by 
loans at moderate interest, and small annual repayments, to induce and 
enable proprietors and farmers (tbe latter especially) to erect suitable 
labourers’ cottages. This is tbe first, being tbe most important, point to 
attend to, in framing an enactment on the subject. 

11. A plain well-built cottage containmg three apartments, one on 
the ground floor and two on tbe loft, with a piggery and privy in yard. 

Geo. 0. Roberts, 

Emiiscortby, 

15th May, 1872. 



Replies from W. Downes Webber., Esq., agent to Robert G. 

Cosby, Esq., Queen’s County. 

1. Labourers’ dwellings should be held either, lstly, as portion of their 
■wages, or, 2ndly, as tenements paying rent either by tbe week, month, or 
quarter. The latter should include all kinds of cottier tenements whether 
held by labourers from their employer or not. It is tbe form of tenure 
that would be most in accordance with prevailing practices. 

2. One acre. It is desirable in many cases that this amount of land 
should be attached to labourers’ or other cottier tenements, and is a great 
boon to tbe tenant. In case of eviction he might be allowed to claim 
compensation for any crop actually growing, but nothing else. 

3. Eight pounds. This will allow say £5 for tbe value of tbe building 
And £3 for the land. 

All lettings, whether as wages or when rent is to be paid, should 

C 
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be in writing, and in a simple form, which should be kept by clerks of 
petty sessions, as also printed instructions to lessors and tenants. Petty 
sessions clerk should advertise that these forms can be had. No stamps 
should be required on such forms of letting, or on notices to quit. 

5. All lettings should be in the required form from the passing of the 
Act. 

6. Cases of eviction and all other questions relating to the Act should be 
within the jurisdiction of one justice at petty sessions — as is now the 
case with small tenements in towns under 14 & 15 Vic., c. 91. justice 
should have power to appoint an arbitrator to value the crop of cottier 
tenant. 

7. None. All immediate lessors should be on tlie same footing so 
long as their own title continues. Tlie farmer letting a labourers’ cottage 
should be as unrestricted as possible in his dealing with the labourer. 
This is the more essential, owing to the present scarcity in the labour- 
market, and will tend to encourage the better class of labourers. In 
every case facility for recovery of the tenement will be the greatest en- 
couragement to the erection of dwellings for labourers or cottiers. 

_ 8. Cases of tlie removal of caretakers, die., might be within the juris- 
diction of one justice at petty sessions instead of two justices as now 
required by 23 & 24 Vic., c. 154. In other respects the provisions 
relating to caretakers to remain unaltered as also where labourers or 
servants occupy houses as part of their wages, from before passing of the 
Act. 

9. I think not. All complications will tend to discourage the object 
in view, namely to promote the erection of labourers’ houses in the rural 
districts. 

10. The proof of title should be simplified and should be free of cost to 
the borrower for loans under £1,000. If possible a solicitor should be 
appointed in each county to ascertain and certify titles. 

11. It is desirable that houses of even tlie simplest and least expensive 
construction should be admitted to the benefits of tlie Act. 

Any rules to be laid down as to extent of accommodation should be as 
conditions under which loans would be granted, which should be as few 
as possible. In these cases two rooms might be required. Though slated 
houses are desirable on tlie grounds of economy, they should not in all 
cases be made requisite. 

The addition of out-offices should be encouraged, but not made re- 
quisite. 

W. Downes Webber. 

Kelly-ville, Athy, 

10th May, 1872, 



Replies from Simon Little, Esq., agent to several Land Owners 
in county Wexford. 

1. As caretaker or servant, but if let at a rent, then a monthly ten- 
ancy. 7 

2. One rood statute. 

. **• ^ at a rer d I consider that 9(7. per week or 3s. 3 cl. per month 

is as much as a labourer can afford to pay, ancl the cost of a cottage 
s loiud not exceed £45, at which price one with a kitchen and three bed- 
looms can be built, ancl will pay nearly £4 J per cent, on the outlay at 
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4. The terms and date of letting should he entered in a book kept for 
the purpose by the landlord, but need not be signed by the labourer. 

5. See preceding answer. 

6. The bench of magistrates at petty sessions. 

7. Not to overcharge them in the rent, and to keep the cottages in 
proper repair. 

8. Power to dispossess him by summons before magistrates at petty 
sessions. 

9. Yes, if there was a fund for paying the inspectors. 

10. I consider the present regulations for procuring loans for labourers’ 
cottages quite satisfactory ; but those for tenant farmers’ houses require 
modification, and in either case there should be a power to borrow a less 
sum than the present minimum of £100 ; and in the case of labourers’ 
cottages a longer period for repaying the principal of the loan. 

11. It should have a kitchen without any room over it — two small bed- 
rooms, opening out of kitchen on ground floor, and one bedroom over 
these two rooms, which can be built for £45. Cottages costing more 
are too expensive to pay reasonable interest on the outlay, and the above 
accommodation is sufficient for an ordinary family. 

Simon Little. 

11th May, 1872. 



“Wexford, 11th May, 1S72. 

“ Dear Captain Robinson, — I was very sorry not to have had the 
pleasure of seeing you when you called on me here-. 

“I now return your list of queries, answered according to my 
experience. 

“The great mistake is that so few men avail themselves of even the 
present arrangement for obtaining loans, and that of those who do, many 
overdo it by building too expensive cottages, which are not even suit- 
able for an Irish labourer, as if there were no medium between a hovel 
and a villa. 

“ I believe this to bo one great reason why so few cottages are built, 
that they usually cost a larger sum than any labourer can afford out of 
his wages to pay the interest on, and. the improvement is not therefore 
self-supporting, although at the same time I believe no landlord or tenant 
ever got better returns for his outlay than oven to give the labourers he 
requires their cottages rent free, as in the present day no labourer takes 
any interest iu retaining his situation unless he gets a house with it, and 
if an employer gives this he can have his pick of the labourers. 

“ Believe me, yours very sincerely, 

“Simon Little.” 



Replies from James Stewart, Sen., Esq., land agent. 

1. Monthly. 

2. Not to exceed one statute acre. 

3. Six pounds in country districts ; £8 in towns. 

5. The letting should always he in writing. 

6. Magistrates at petty sessions. Perhaps with power of appealing 
to Chairman of quarter sessions. 

8. Existing laws sufficient. 

9. -Might be registered, and an annual certificate from local sanitary 
authorities be required to entitle to benefit of -Act. 

C 2 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




86 



• Reports of Poor Law Inspectors 



10. Loans might be as low as £50, repayable by 5 per cent, insttu- 
ments. Two good rooms to be sufficient accommodation. Instalments 
to be chargeable on the land if tenant’s interest does not last so long, 
in •which case the landlord's consent to building to be obtained. 



Replies from Charles Hamilton, Esq., agent to the Duke 
of Leinster, county Kildare. 



Drawings , 
Nos. 22 to 24, 



1. As long as lie satisfies tlie farmer as to the work he does for him— 
not a day tenure. 

2. Quarter of an acre. 

3. Three pounds ten in counties, £5 in villages. 

4. Suggested in Mr. Mecredy’s hook on Landlord and Tenant. 

5. Keep the house in order. 

6. There must he an inspector responsible to a head office in Dublin. 
No local inspector, such as relieving officer, &c., could he trusted. 

7. None, except the keeping the premises in a good and sanitary state. 

8. Present law sufficient. 

9. Register in head office of inspector in Dublin. 

10. For such small sums as one cottage to fifty acres, the fifty acres 
will he ample security for this loan, without any investigation of title, 
provided it was made a first charge. 

11. Vide my plans, 

Ciias. Hamilton. 



Replies from George Wray, Esq., agent to the Marquess of 
Drogheda, county Kildare. 

1. Weekly, otherwise the labourer might, after cropping his garden, 
leave the employment of the farmer at a season when higher wages 
would he obtained, as in spring and harvest ; to prevent any hardship 
by eviction when a crop was in the garden, the farmer should be obliged 
to pay the outgoing labourer whatever two arbitrators considered the 
crop, in the state it was at the time, worth. 

2. Half an acre, which would be as much as the labourer could get 
manure for, or have time to till after his ordinary labour was done. 

3. One shilling and sixpence, if the land was of good qnality. 

4. A agrees to become the tenant of B for that cottage, <fcc., <fcc., 

situated in the townland of , at a yearly rent 

B agrees to let said cottage to A at the above weekly rent, so long as A 
conducts himself in a satisfactory manner, B to keep the premises in 
repair. This agreement should hear an impressed sixpenny stamp. 

6. Magistrates at Petty Sessions. 

7. Before setting any cottage the tenant should satisfy the landlord 
or his agent as to the character of the labourer he wished to let the cot- 
tage to, and have written permission to do so. 

if' "n ^ are ^ a k er S ^ 10U M sign an agreement to give up possession 

9. The landlord should see that the cottages were kept in proper re- 
pair, &c., &c. 

10. The Board of Works should be empowered to lend money for 
the erection of a less expensive description of cottage than heretofore. 
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11. The cottage for an ordinary farm labourer should have a kitchen 
and two bedrooms, with a small pantry built as a lean-to or shed from 
the kitchen to keep their food in. If the cottages are made larger 
lodgers will be taken m. There should be a privy and piggery behmd 
each cottage, and the manure heap kept at least twenty yards from the 
dwelling house. 



Replies from Denis W. Pack Beresford, Esq., county Carlow. 

1. If attached to farm, as part of the weekly wages ; if not, as weekly 

tenants. J 

2. One rood should I think be a maximum. 

3. With only a rood of land, agricultural wages will not admit of the 
labourer paying more than Is. per week. 

4. No cottage should be let except with a written agreement to 
vacate at a certain fixed time of notice, say one month, when the tenant 
is not employed by the landlord as a labourer in his employment. 

5. If the rent is not part payment of wages (which might be pro- 
curable if the tenant was employed on the farm), a written agreement 
should be compulsory, and although the tenancy might be weekly a 
month's notice should be given. • 

6. The board of magistrates, if the month's notice has been proved to 
have been given, to order immediate possession. 

7. No lodgers. ! 

8. Immediate possession to be given on demand at a week’s notice. 

9. Very desirable. 

10; As it is impossible '.to build a labourer’s cottage of the best materials 
under £50, and as a cottage so built may be fairly calculated to last 
without repair beyond the time at 'which the loan is calculated to he re- 
paid at 5 per cent, it would, I think, he a great boon to landlords if the 
time -of repayment could be extended, at a proportionately lower rate of 
interest so as to allow a small margin of profit annually to the landlord, 

simply to cover the rent of land which it is desirable to give to each 
cottage, at a charge of Is. por week. 

. ^ kitchen, scullery, and two sleeping rooms at least, except in 

the case of a married couple without family or single man; a third if tlie 
lamily is large or members grown up. A privy and pigsty. 

Denis W. Pack Beresford, j.p., 

Fenagh, Bagnalstown. 
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General Specification. 

Foundations — The trenches to be excavated till a good sound foundation is obtained 
in all parts. The bottom of trenches to be drained when practicable by a field drain car- 
ried from the lowest part of the foundation to still lower ground; and the bottom of 
trenches to he formed so as to drain off moisture to such outlet. 

Floor levels to be kept at least six inches over outer surface of ground. 

Masonry, &c.— All stones to be set on their natural beds, and thorough bond stones to 
be used to every 10 feet superficial at least, and otherwise the stones to be well bonded and 
the walls not built up in two thicknesses.. Discharging arches over all openings springing 
from outside of lintels. No course of masonry to exceed 14 inches high. The joints 
to he raked out, on completion, lj-inch deep, and poiuted with lime sand and forge 
dust. . 6 

External walls, whether not otherwise specified or figured on drawings, to be 21 inches 
thick; where shown or figured as 9 inches thick, they are to be brick. 

Rough hammer-dressed or rough punched stone quoins to walls of building. 

Flues. — To he 10 inches clear diameter, and formed with fire-clay flue linings or with 
a wooden mould about two feet long for each flue, carried up with the work.- All sharp 
angles to be avoided, and no timber placed within 9 inches of anv flue. Flues to kitchen 
fire-place to be at least 12 inches diameter, or 14£ inches X 10 inches. Flues to finish on 
top with a fire-clay flue-lining standing 6 inches over top of chimney shaft, to answer as 
cap. 5 

Door sills not less than 6 inches thick or 12 inches in width. 

Door blocks 9 inches high, well bedded in wall where described. 



ESTIMATE FOR CONTRACT 



Quantities and Details. 



27 cubic yards excavation for foundation, Ac., 

25 „ nibble masonry in foundations, 

» it , m suporstruoturo, including raking out and pointing joints' 

24 „ workmanship only in opens, ... 

22 „ brickwork of all heights and thicknosscs, Ac., . 

31 yardB superficial cement concrete laid over foundation walls, 

15 superficial yards brick and stud partitions above and below, ..... 

54 „ Portland cemont concrete floors, in kitchens, porolios and lower rooms, with concrete' 

skirting, . ’ 

39& feet lineal rebated and throated window sills, 

67 u punched and drafted angle quoins (vertical heights), 

15 „ door sills, . 

61 „ forming flues, . . . * 

94 ,, stock brick oave courses, . . . | 

4 flue-linings to top of chimneys for caps, 

12 punched, and drafted stone door blocks and setting, 

U squares duchess slating on sawn laths, 3j inch lap and rende'rod, . 

44$ feet lineal fire-clay ridge tiles, sot in mortar, and pointed with cement, 
u slating on cement filleting, 

7i squares roofing rafters 5$. X 2, collars 4$ x 1$, and wall platoa 5x3, 

2 wrought-iron tio bars, 2 x with bolts, nuts, and washers . 

4 3 -10 square, Joorijgjoists, 1 1 ]J, framed inlo trimmers, and flooring 9 v 1, , 

24 wronght-iron corbels undor trimmers of floors and fixing, 

154 feet lineal skirting, nailed to floors, 2X2, arris off 
21 cubo feet insido lintols, , . . ’ 

102} superficial feet plain soffits to lowor windows, and oinmpod'shntters, witlib 
„ „ 1* window boards, . . 

ShSlS 1-in. rebated, with frames, hinges, thumb latches, locks, 4a, t 
2 lodged front doors, 1-in. frames, hinges, and fan-lights 

Hfilits.liungnnd-glazoa, ooiidfmm'es, 4} X 3, ! ! I 

- stairs lj-in. troads, 1-in. risers, complete, 

2 partitions at top of stairs, planed, tongued, and grooved, with heads,' 

2 wrought-iron kitchen grates, with hearthstones, &o„ &o. 

pates in bed-rooms, with lioarthstones, Ac!, 



tongued and grooved, at 



hinges, fastenings, &o., at 
. . . at 

n average, . at 



”■ i ba I s ’ ? * under arolios of kitchen fi’roplaces,’ and fixing, 

III “ a «“ «“ • 



583 yards ceiling of bedroom., 

Painting woodwork in 4 coats, plain colour, 




9 yards cube excavation for foundations, &c , 

8 „ rubble masonry in foundations, 

Jo » rubble masonry in superstructure, Sic., 

7 „ workmanship only in opens, 

in * 4 ?i{ brickwork to opens and partitions, 

30 feot lineal window sills, , . t 

6 „ „ door sills, . *. ’ 

26 „ „ angle quoins, . . ' 

4 stono door blocks, 

3 1 squares Bangor slating, Ao.", rendered, 

72 feet lineal cement filleting, &c., at top and gables. 



STORE AND SCULLERY 



Amount. 
£ s. d. 
0 3 0 
2 8 0 

5 5 0 
0 14 0 

6 10 0 
0 16 8 

0 7 6 

1 



6 0 
7 0 



0 2 
0 18 



0 7 0 
6 10 0 
14 0 
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No. 3 Plan. 



Beicks.— T o be the best stock bricks. No place or unbumt bricks to be used or to be 

allowed on tlio premises. 

The jambs of external openings of (lonrs and windows to be built with bricks, in 9-iuch 
and 14-inch blocks, properly tailed into masonry. 

Window-sills to project three inches and four inches on each side longer than Oparinas- 
throated underneath, weathered on top. 1 b ’ 

In bedding hearth-stones, in boarded rooms, care to be taken to have two courses of 
slates bedded in mortar under stones, so as to prevent accidents from joints or broken stones. 
Those in kitchens to he bedded on benches of masonry or broken stones. 

Wood Wokk.— All lintels, joists, trimmers, and external door and window frames to 
be of Memel or red pine, free from defects. The roofing and flooring and internal joiner’s 
work to be of the best St. John’s deals. Rafters, joists, and studs not to exceed 12 inches 
apart. Trimmer joist half-inch thicker than others. 

Lintels to be three inches thick to three feet openings, and one inch thicker for every 
extra foot in length, and to have at least six inches on wall at each end ; to he the width 
of walls except whore external arches occur. 

Shutters to be provided to all ground-floor windows unless otherwise described in plans’* 
and where otherwise described in drawings, the kitchen shutters to be clamped or framed 
headbutt. 

Painting —None but the best white lead and best linseed oil to be used. All the work 
to be knotted. All wood and iron work to be painted four coats; the priming to be a light 
red colour, and no lead coloured priming to be used. 



FOR DOUBLE COTTAGE.— No. 3 Plan. 





Rato. 


Amount. 


PricoB in Dublin at Canal or Railway. 


Observations. 
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0 1 o 


1 4 0 








— 


0 12 G 


9$., planod. 








• 1 1G 9 


£1 11$. Off. 






0 0 G 


2 11 3 


£1 14$. 2d. 






0 0 G 


1 4 0 


1G$. 






10 0 


10 0 0 








1 10 0 


3 0 0 








0 1 8 




£7 G$. Gd. 






3 6 0 


G 10 0 


£5 1G$., with stairs mado&shcotingprepared 






1 5 G 


2 11 O' 


£2 3$; 






1 10 0 


3 0 0 








0 12 6 


1 5 0 








0 6 0- 
0 0 7 


0 10 0 




Ifanglostaves arc used, add£l 17$.Gtf, 




0 1 0 




/ 


If cast-iron gutters and down pipes, 






3 15 0 


X 


add £1 12$. G(f. 




- 


191 0 G 







Draining, 

m. 22. ' 



AT RERE (if required;. 



2$ squares roofing comploto, . . • •' 

15 yards cement concrete floors, ...» 
20 feetsupl, window frames, glazed sashes, &c., 

9£ „ 1^-inoh window boards, . . • • 

No. 4 rebatedledged doors, 1 inch, with frames, &o., as speouied, 
75 yards sup!, dashed, floated and coated wall plastering, • 
Painting doors and windows, 4 coats, plain colour, . • 

Total, 



Rate. 


Amount. 


£ 


$. d. 


£ $. d. 


1 


2 8 


2 11 0 


0 


2 0 


2 10 0 


0 


1 8 . 


1 13 4 


0 


0 8 


0 6 4 


1 


0 0 


4 0 0 


0 


0 7 


2 3 9* 




— 


1 6 O 




_ 


39 5 7 



* If angle staves are used, add 12s- 
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Specification Genebalw 



Foundations The trenches to be excavated till a good sound foundation is obtained 

in all parts. The bottom of trenches to be drained -when practicable by a field drain 
carried from the lowest part of the foundation to still lower ground ; and the bottom of 
trenches to be formed so as to drain off moisture to such outlet. 

Floor levels to be kept at least six inches over outer surface of ground. 

Masonrt, &c. — All stones to be set on their natural beds, and thorough bond stones 
to be used to every 10 feet superficial at least, and otherwise the stones to be well bonded 
and the walls not built up in two thicknesses. Discharging arches over all openings 
springing from outside of lintels. No course of masonry to exceed Id inches high. The 
joints to be raked out, on completion, 3^- inch deep, and pointed with lime sand and forge 
dust 

External walls, whether not otherwise specified or figured on drawings, to he 21 inches 
thick 5 where shown or figured as 0 inches thick, they are to be brick. 

Rough hammer-dressed or rough punched stone quoins to walls of building. 

Flues. — To be 10 inches clear diameter, and formed with fire clay flue linings, or with 
a wooden mould about two feet long for each fhie, carried up with the work. All sharp 
angles to be avoided, and no timber placed within 9 inches of any flue. Flues to kitchen 
fire-place to be at least 12 inches diameter, or 12£ inches X 10 inches. Flues to finish on 
top with a fire-clay flue-lining standing 0 inches over top of chimney shaft, to answer 
as cap. 

Door sills not less than 6 inches thick or 12 inches in width. - 

Door blocks 9 inches high, well bedded in wall where described. 



ESTIMATE FOE CONTRACT FOB 



Quantities and Details. 



at 
at 

g joists, at 



19 yards cube excavation for foundation, &c. 

18 „ rubble masonry in foundations, . 

\ 51 „ „ in superstructure, including raking out and pointing 

8 „ workmanship only in opens, 
llg- ,, brickwork, &c., of all heights and thicknesses, . 

2 G yards superficial cement concrete laid over foundation walls, 

25 „ Portland cement concereta floors, in kitchen, porch, and dairy, 

with concrete skirting, . 

12 feet lineal rehated and throated window sills, . 

40 „ punched and drafted angle quoins (vertical heights), 

10 „ door sills, . 

30 „ forming flues, 

52 „ stock brick eave courses, 

2 flue linings to -top of chimneys for caps, 

4 punched and drafted stone door blocks, 

7£ squares countess slating on sawn laths, 3$ -inch lap, and rendered, 

25 feet lineal fire-clay ridge tiles, set in mortar, and pointed in cement, 

13 „ slating on cement-filleting, .... 

5 3-10 squares roofing, rafters 4£ x 2, collars 4J- x 14, purlins, 4J X 3, and wall 

plates 5x3, . . . , 

2 wrought-iron tie bars, 2 with bolts, nuts, and washers, at each end, 

1 square x 2 joists, plates 4 x 2 £, &c., 1 inch flooring, in bedrooms, 

1 1-5 „ 7x2 ,, framed into trimmers, and 1-iacli flooring over do., 

6 wrouglit-iron corbels under trimmers of floor, . 

9 feet cube inside lintels, ..... ... 

5 ledged doors, 1-in. rebated, with frames, hinges, latches, IocIcb, &c., 

55 feet superficial 2-in. deal casementlights, hung and glazed, solid frames, 4£ X by 3, 
36 i) 1-in. plain shutters to 4 windows, clamped at ends, with hinges, 

fastenings, &c., ... . 

14 feet superficial plain soffits to ditto, 

24 „ 1 ^-in. window boards, 

1 step-ladder from kitchen to upper room, 

1 wrought-iron kitchen grate, set in stone sides, with hearthstone, &c., 

1 „ bar, 3 x £, under arch of fireplace, ! ! 

1 n grate in bedroom, with hearthstone, &c., . 

1-8 yards superficial dashe'd, floated, and coated wall plastering, 

25 „ lath and plaster between joists of lower rooms, and to ceiling 

over upper room, ... 

Painting woodwork in 4 coats, plain colour, 

JTotal, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





Applicable. 



on Labourers' dwellings, Ireland. 



4.1 



Bbicks.-T'o bo the best stock bricks. No place or unburnt bricks to be used or to be 
allowed on the premises. 

The jnmbs of external openings of doors and windows to be built with bricks, in 9-iucU 
and 14-inch blocks, properly tailed into masonry. 

Window sills to project three inel.es and four incites on each side longer than openings • 
throated underneath, weathered on top. b i b 3 1 

In bedding hearth-stones in boarded rooms, care to be taken to have two courses of 
slates bedded in mortar under stones, so as to prevent accidents from joints or broken 
stones. 1 hose in kitchens to bo bedded on benches of masonry or broken stones 
Wood Wokk.— All lintels joists trimmers, and external door and window' frames to 
be of inemcl or red pine, roe from defects. The rooting and flooring and internal joiner's 
work to be of best St. John s deals. Enters, joists, and studs not to exceed 12 inches 
apart. Trimmer joist half-inch thicker than others. 69 

Lintels to be three inches thick to three feet openings, and one inch thicker for even- 
extra foot in length, and to have at least six inches on wall at each end: to he the width 
of walls except where external arches occur. 

Shutters to be provided to all ground-floor windows unless otherwise described in plans • 
and where not otherwise described in drawings, the kitchen shutters to be clamped or 
framed bead and butt. 1 



Painting.— None but the best white lead and best linseed oil to be used. All the work 
to be knotted. All wood and iron work to be painted four coats ; the priming to be a 
light red colour, and no lead coloured priming to be used. 



LABOURER'S COTTAGE.— No. 4 Plan. 





Rate. 


Amount. 


Prices in Dublin at Canal or Railway. 


Obiorrationj. 




£ s. d. 


£ 3 . </. 








0 0 4 


0 6 4 








0 6 0 


5 8 0 








0 7 0 


17 17 0 








0 2 0 


0 16 0 








0 18 0 


10 4 0 








0 10 


16 0 








0 2 0 


2 10 0 


. 






0 18 


1 13 4 








0 1 0 


2 0 0 








0 1 3 


0 12 G 








0 0 4 


0 10 O 








0 0 3 


0 13 0 








0 1 0 


0 2 0 








0 1 9 


0 7 0 








1 17 0 


13 17 (1 


Slates, £8 10». 7 1 /.; laths, lit. 






0 0 4} 


' 0 8 10 








0 0 4 


0 14 








1 2 8 


6 0 1 








0 5 0 


• 0 10 0 








2 0 0 


2 6 0 


£ 2 Os. 2d. 






2 12 0 


3 2 C 


£2 A1j. 8r7. 






0 10 


0 6 0 








0 1 9 


0 15 9 








10 0 


6 0 0 


5 doors and 5 frames, £2 18j. id. 








5 11 8 


Sashes and frames glazed, £4 19 j. 8d. 






0 0 6 


1 10 0) 








0 0 6 


0 7 ol 


Shutters, soffits and window boards, 








0 12 oj 


£2 3s. 10A 









0 12 6 








— 


10 0 




4-inch half-round cast 




, " 


0 5 0 




iron eave spouts, with 










the necessary angles, 










&.C., Is. 2d. per yard. 










2J-inch down spouts,. 










with the necessary hop- 










per heads or nozzles, 










toepieces, &c., 1 j. 9d. 


— 








per yard. 



Drawing, 
No. 23. 
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Specification Generally 

. Foundations.— The trenches to be excavated till a good sound foundation J 

m all parts. The bottom of trenches to be drained when practicable by a field 
carried from the lowest part of the foundation to still lower ground • and tliH If ^ 
trenches to be formed so as to drain off moisture to such outlet ’ ™ bottom of 

Floor levels to be kept 'at least six inches over outer surface of ground 
Masonry, &c.— All stones to be set on their natural beds, and thoroue-h hand ,ia * 
he used to every 10 feet superficial at least, and otherwise the 1 01 ,f t0ae3 to 

and the walls not built up in two thicknesses. Discharging arches over^U oned^ 
sponging from ootside of Untcls. No con.no of masonry to efcoed 14 iXsWl? T,f 
jmnts to be raked out, on completion, R-inch deep, and pointed vrltl, C Sud « d tege 

External walls, whether not otherwise specified or figured on drawings to be 01 
thick ; where shown or figured as 9 inches thick, they are to he briclc ' S 

Rough hammtw-aressed or rough punched stone quoins to walls of I, nikling. 

I lues.— T o be 10 inches clear diameter, and formed with fire-clay flue linhirr* nr „ 
wooden mould about two feet long for each flue, carried up with tlmwovk 

angles to be avoided, and no timber placed within 9 inches of anv lino pi,.**. , 1 •? l , arp 
fire-place to be at least 12 inches diameter, or 141 in" * fV 10 Z" I lue \ to r k, . t ‘ ha ‘ 
top Witbafire-cayfiue lining standing rf £? ^o^nly £&?££% 

Door sills not less thau 6 inches thick or 15 inches in width 
Door blocks 9 niches high, well bedded in wall where described. 



ESTIMATE FOR CONTRACT FOR 



Quantities and Dotails. 



17 yards cube excavation for foundation, .4c., 

16 „ rubble masonry in foundations, ! ' 

** wortonnltp^n^oniT 0111 ®" 0 0 "‘ nntl V ° Ua ^ ioint3 ' 

brickwork of all heights and thicknesses, 

22 3 ards superficial cement concrete laid over foundation walls . 

** lineal ;n ^tchen and rooms, 

S ;; P^bed and drafted angle quoins (vertical heights), 

2J „ forming flues, * ! 

„ «». stock brick eave courses, . 

2 flue linings to top of chimneys for caps, . 

2 punched and drafted stono door blocks, . . 

31 feT^LTr^? ° n Sawn laths > Scinch lap. and rendered 
31 lineal to-day ^ndge t, es , set in mortar and printed in cement, 

f 0 » stating on cement filleting, . 1 

i wouXbo^tie tor?2 ter3 1* * 4. and wall plates 5X3. ! 

7 feet cube inside lintels, * mth b ° ltS ’ m ‘ ts ’ “ d w “ shers at cacl ‘ end, 

25 tetmXfidri 2 i'n r ? a ! ed - frames, hinges, latches,” locks, &, 

25 ^ S casement hghts, hung and glazed, solid frames, i i x 3, 

locks, &c., ^ 3 uters > clamped at ends, with hinges, fastenings, 

13 feet superficial plain soffits to windows, ! ' ; 

, •> . If-in. window boards, . ' ‘ • ' 

1 wronght-iron tateher .grate, set in stone sides, with hearthstone,' ft*, ! "f 
T »» . bar > 3 x }, under arch of fireplace, . ' 

no ' a ” grate in bedroom with hearthstone &c * 

\ ' ] 

Total, • . 
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Applicable. 

Bricks. — To lie the best stock bricks. No place or unburnt bricks to be used or to be 
allowed on the premises. 

The jambs of external openings of doors and windows to be built with bricks, in 9-inch 
and 14-inch blocks, properly tailed into masonry. 

Window sills to project three inches and four inches on each side longer than 
openings ; throated underneath, weathered on top. 

In bedding liearth-stones, in boarded rooms, care to bo taken to have two courses of 
slates bedded in mortar under stones, so as to prevent accidents from joints or broken 
stones. Those in kitchens to be bedded on benches of masonry or broken stones. 

Wood Work.— All lintels, joists, trimmers, and external door and window frames to 
be of Meniel or red pine, free from defects. The roofing and flooring and internal joiner’s 
work to be of the best St. John’s deals. Rafters, joists and studs not to exceed 12 
inches apart. Trimmer joist half-inch thicker than others. 

Lintels to be three inches thick to three feet openings, and one inch thicker for every 
extra foot in length, and to have at least six inches on wall at each end; to be the width 
of walls except where external arches occur. 

Shutters to be provided to all ground-floor windows unless otherwise described in 
plans; and where not otherwise described in drawings, the kitchen shutters to be clamped 
or framed bead and butt. 

Painting. — N one but the best white lead and best linseed oil to he used. All the work 
to be knotted. All wood and iron work to be painted four coats: the priming to be a 
light red colour, and no lend coloured priming to be used. 



LABOURER’S COTTAGE— No. 5. 





Rato. 


J Amount. 


Trioos in Dublin at Canal or Railway. 


Observations. 




£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 8. 


d. 








0 


0 


4 


0 5 


8 ! 








0 


6 


0 


4 16 


0 








0 


7 


0 


16 18 


6 








0 


2 


0 


0 8 


0 








0 18 


0 


8 2 


0 








0 


1 


0 ! 


1 2 


0 








0 


2 


0 


3 14 


0 








0 


1 


8 


1 1 


1 








0 


1 


0 


1 12 


0 








0 


1 


3 


0 10 


0 








0 


0 


4 


0 9 


0 








0 


0 


3 


0 16 


0 








0 


1 


0 


0 2 


0 








0 


1 


9 


0 3 


6 








1 


17 


0 


13 8 


3 


Slates, £8 4s. llrL ; laths, 10s. Id. 






0 


0 




0 11 


0 


6s. Id. 






0 


0 


4 


0 3 


8 








1 


2 


8 


4 19 


9 


Timber for roof, £3 16s. Id. 






0 


4 


6 


0 18 


0 ; 








0 


1 


9 


0 12 


3 j 








1 


0 


0 


3 0 


0 ! 


3 doors and 3 frames, £l-15s. 8c7- 






0 


1 


8 


2 16 


8 


Sashes and frames glazed, £2 8s. 


















4 inch half-round cast- 




0 


0 


6 


0 12 










0 


0 


6 


0 6 


6V 


Shutters, soffits, and window boards, 


the necessary angles, 




0 


0 


6 


0 7 


o) 


£1 3s. 


&&, Is. 2d. per yard. 






— 




1 0 


0 




2\ inch down spouts, 






— 




0 5 


0 




with the necessary hop- 






— 




0 12 


6 




per heads or nozzles, 




0 


0 


7 


3 5 


11 




toepieces, &c., Is. 9 d. 






— 




1 0 


0 




per yard. 










72 18 


9 






— — 




___ 














Drawing, 
Wo. 24. 
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Tlie following are the Detailed Quantities and Estimate of the 
foregoing Double Cottage. — N o. 3 Plan. 



Quantities and Details. 



18 yards of excavating for foundations, 

88 parches of masonry in wails, 

51 perches brickwork in chimneys and party walls, 

No. 2 cut stone door sills, 

33 feet of 12 x 4 window stools, 

G feet of hearthstones in bedrooms, 

, No. 2 firebrick hearths in kitchens, . 

54 yards of cement concrete flooring, 

10-G5 feet of countess slates (including slates, nails, 

and labour), 

33 feet of ridge tile (set complete), . 

21—11 6 ) 

1^ 7 6> X 7 X 14 floor joists, . 

.12— 4 Gj j J , 

8 — 14 0 X x 14 tossils, 

12—15 0" 

8— 13 G 
8—12 6 

9— 12 0 
10—11 6 y 

Carriage of timber, nails, and carpenter laying floors. 
72-U 6 X 44 X 14 rafters, ") 

28 0 0 X 4JX1 collar ties, ( p r 

7—12 0 x 44 x 2 wall plates, f Roofill S timber, 

3—12 0 x 7 X 1 ridge board,] 

Sll e 0 l ^ n ^ er ’ au <l carpenter roofing, 



laths. 



X 9 x f floor boai’ds, planed and jointed, 



2—18 0 
G— 10 6 
2—7 6 

5— 14 0 
1— 16 0 

6 — 12 0 



Timber for stairs, shelving, win-) 
dow boards, &c., . . . j 



Ca fc a &c° f lim ' )er ’ nai ' s ’ and rar P™ter at stairs, shelving, 
No. 2 outside doors and frames— doors G G X 3 0, i-indi 
eOTnpllte^ 1 " 65 ^ X 8 ’ T hinscs ’ Iatol >, “ 1Kl stock lock 
12 inside doors and frames— doors 6 4 x 2 4, i-incli 
Ol I f ! I” 1 " 63 9 X 1 i' T 1,in S«, and latch complete, . 
d*7“ n P? s * fK ®‘s “ kitchens, as shown on section, . 
A o. 2 double window frames for metal sashes, 

9 single do. do., 

13 metal sashes, glazed, 

1 metal skylight, . 

3 small bedroom grates, 

2 “icfun™\Xd, P ! Mter “ e “ "'“'k-neatly floated and 

Painting all woodwork usually done, ' 
offices. 

9 yards excavating for walls and cesspools, 

40 perches masonry on do. do 
Si perches single brick in privies, . ' 

2 square countess slating, complete, 



4-11 0 x 4} x ifi 
"‘-80x3 XI}, 

—10 0x9x1 for privy s 



24 — 8 0 X 3 “ x 1}} Hoofing timber, 



£ s. d. 
0 0 4 
0 6 0 
0 8 0 
0 3 0 
0 0 9 
0 0 G 
0 5 0 
0 10 



1 8 0 
0 0 4 



1 0 0 



10 0 



3 0 0 



0 15 G 



0 10 
0 0 



0 0 6 
0 10 



0 0 4 
0 5 6 
0 4 0 
18 0 



£ s. d. 
0 6 0 
26 .8 0 
20 8 0 

0 G 0 

1 4 9 

0 3 0 
0 10 0 

2 14 0 

14 8 2 
0 11 0 

1 15 0 
0 6 0 



2 7 6 
10 0 

3 16 6 
10 0 

*17 0 

3 0 0 

1 11 0 

G 6 0 
0 10 6 
0 9 0 
12 6 
3 5 0 
0 7 6 
0 15 0 



G 3 0 



5 17 
3 0 



0 3 0 
11 0 0 
0 10 0 
2 16 0 

0 10 0 
0 16 
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Detailed Quantities — continued . 



Quantitios and Dotails, 


Rato. 


Amount. 


Carriage, nails, and carpenter at roof ancl privy seats, 

No. 2 privy doors and frames 5 6x24, |-inch ledged, . 

„ 2 small gates for pig yards, at 


£ s. d. 

0 9 0 

0 5 0 


£ s. d. 

0 6 0 

0 18 0 

0 10 0 


„ 2 flag covers for cesspools, at 


0 2 6 


0 5 0 


20 yards paving in piggeries, &c., at 


0 0 6 


0 10 0 


Total 


— 


128 15 11 



N.B. — It may be added that this design contains in the Dwellings 11,982 cubic feet, 
and in the Offices 1,580, making a total of 13,562 cubic feet, which, at 2\d per cubic foot, 
will be £127 2s. lOd. ; ancl that a competent builder has sent in a letter to the Secretary 
of the Royal Agricultural Society stating that he is prepared to build cottages in certain 
districts at the estimated cost. 



From the Honorable Charles Trench. 

Plans of Cottages for Agricultural Labourers in Ireland — 1868. 

The prize so liberally offered by His Excellency the Marquess of 
Abercorn, through the Royal Agricultural Society of Ireland, for the 
best design of a labourer’s cottage not having been awarded, but being 
still open to competition, no design can be issued by the society for some 
months. 

The following plans of cottages, with some explanatory remarks, have 
been printed in the hope that they may be of use to landowners who 
purpose building labourers’ houses this year. 

The haste with which the drawings have been prepared will account 
for some little errors in them. 

C. J. Trench. 

Merrion-square, June 1, 1868. 



Before referring in detail to the designs in the following plates, it may 
be useful to make some general remarks applicable to them, and to 
cottage building in Ireland. 

As regards the foundations, which should be sunk at the least one 
foot and a half below the surface of the ground, no offset is shown at 
either side. It is considered better not to have any projection from the 
walls, as such on the outside has the effect of carrying wet into the foun- 
dation and lower floors of the house. The walls should be well built -with 
mortar from the bottom, and if damp is apprehended, coarse slates set 
in cement at the ground level will prevent it from ascending. 

Before the floors of the cottages (which should be four inches at the 
least above the level of the land) are laid, all the clay and subsoil, to 
the depth of the foundation, should be removed and replaced by clean 
broken stones. The kitchen floor may be made like a barn floor, or be 
laid with common twelve- inch brown tiles. Hard-burned glazed tiles 
are most suitable for the dairy, as these will not absorb milk that may 
fall upon them. For the lower bed-rooms, nine-inch cream-coloured 
tiles, set diagonally, are recommended. They look well, are easily kept 
clean, and yet show when they are neglected. Boarded . floors on the: 
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ground, unless very well made, with dwarf walls underneath, are often 
damp, and a labourer will not consider a tiled floor cold provided it is 
dry. 

The window sashes shown in the designs are of cast-iron, with small 
panes, 5x6. Panes of this size, even when of good glass (21 oz.),cost 
only about a halfpenny each, and of this thickness are seldom broken. 
The entire sash may be made to open on pivots at the sides, or the upper 
part only may open in that way. In framing the sash, the rebates 
should be run in the solid, which will make the window more staunch 
than, by putting on slips. 

Joists are not used in these cottages. The floors are made of one 
and a half inch boards, and when laying them, strong hoop iron is 
inserted in a groove at each side, so as to prevent any dust falling through 
when the timber shrinks. Lest the iron should contract rust, some 
persons prefer a tongue of wood between the boards, which are planed 
at both sides, and the under part coloured with oak stain. They rest 
03 i small beams 5 inches by 6, supported by metal corbels or plates 
built into the walls, which cost only about one shilling each,* and floors 
formed in this way will last much longer than those supported on 
joists, no part of the wood-work being injured by being let into the 
walls. 

A small store-room or dairy should be provided in a cottage. The 
want of it often induces habits of improvidence in the household, and 
causes the living to be, as it is termed, from hand to 3noutli ; milk 
cannot be kept sweet in the kitchen, and without some lock-u}i place 
the cottager’s wife will not venture to lay in any stock of meal or flour. 

A back door to a c.ottage in a street may be needed ; but in country 
places it may be well dispensed with. A second door renders the house 
cold and uncomfortable, unless there is a porch which adds to the ex- 
pense, and the space near the back door, if out of sight, will probably 
not be kept clean. 

English ladies will remark that there are no back kitchens or wash- 
houses in these designs ; hut those who know the habits of Irish 
labourers, even in the best districts, are aware that these rooms will 
seldom be required. There is no brewing in their houses, the baking is 
done in a metal oven at the kitchen fire-place, and clothes washing, if 
not carried on upon a large sto3ie at the nearest stream, is managed at a 
tub upon a chair or form in a corner of the kitchen. The labourer’s 
wife will, if given a finished house, soon learn to keep it neat mid clean, 
without having a back kitchen or scullery ; but she should have a good 
dresser, with doors to the under part, in which the metal pots and 
wooden vessels not in use may he kept. 

When it is remembered that many thousand cottages must be built 
in Ireland before farm labourers are housed in a proper manner, it will 
be prudent not at first to incur too much expense in building their 
houses ; but provision may be made for the addition at a future time of 
a wash-house, by leaving a place for a door-way in the back wall, and 
afterwards this room may be added with a shed roof. 

In this country it is advisable to protect the roof of a cottage by 
barge courses. The slating should project two or three inches over the 
gable, for the purpose of keeping that wall dry, and the barge course is 
then set upon the slates in order to retain them in their places during 
stormy weather ; the harge course is supported at the bottom by an iron 
bar, the other end of which is fastened in the masonry. Barge courses 

* These corbels and the metal window sashes, already mentioned, may be seen at 
Sheridan’s Foundry, Church-street. 
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and also eave courses may be made witli bricks or of thin flags, either 
of which are less expensive than cut stone. 

Slated cottages are said not generally to meet the approval of those 
for whom they have been built : this should not cause surprise. These 
cottages are seldom ceiled, and labourers’ families, with nothing but a few 
slates between them and the sky, may well long for then*, old thatched 
cabins, which, if they did often require repair, and did sometimes let in 
rain, were yet tolerably warm in winter and cool in summer. 

A cottage roof should be finished inside, laths being nailed from 
rafter to rafter and across the collar braces, and then neatly ceiled with 
good mortar. When this is done there will be few complaints, and no 
unwillingness to sleep on the upper floors, which, without the aid of 
sanitary reports, the labourer will soon And are more healthy than 
rooms upon the ground floor. 

The plans are all drawn upon the same scale, one inch to eight feet, 
a tradesman’s rule being graduated to eighths of an inch. 

In conclusion, it may be added that the designs in the following 
plates are not merely experimental. The double cottages in Plates 5 
and 6 have both been built ; and also a single cottage nearly similar to 
the one in Plates 3 and 4 ; while several houses the same in their internal 
arrangements as that in Plates 1 and 2 have been erected ; but most of 
these being intended for small farmers, are thirty feet long, instead of 
twenty-six, as in the plan. 



Plates 1 and 2. 

The single cottage shown hi these plates is as small as can well be Drawings, 
built in order to combine sufficient accommodation for a family with ^ 03 ' 25 ^ 25 
comfort and decency. 

The kitchen contains an area of about 148 feet, the part near the fire- 
place being open to the ceiling at the collar braces. The fuel used in a 
cottage is sometimes not dry, and the kitchen chimney may not always 
draw well ; it is consequently an advantage that some of the surplus 
smoke may escape at the window in the eastern gable. 

The sleeping place upon the loft in the kitchen is intended for the 
young men of the family. It partakes of the warmth of the kitchen, 
and the step-ladder to it is fastened so as to turn against the wall during 
the day time, and is thus out of the way and cannot slip. 

The bed-room on tho ground floor has a fire-place with a locker under 
the stair, and the dairy or store is at the back, to the north. 

A good stair leads to the upper bed-room : it should have a ventilator 
of perforated zinc in the ceiling, and in cold weather may be heated by 
withdrawing the sliding board over the door at the stair, and allowing 
the heated air of the kitchen to ascend into it. 

The ventilation of this cottage is good ; above, by the gable windows 
and sliding board, and below by the windows of the lower bed-room and 
dairy. Objection will probably be taken to the want of a porch at the 
outside door, and to the situation of the store. 

However, if the cottage is built with a good aspect, say south-east by 
south; or a few points more to the east, the wind ■will seldom blow in at 
the door, which may he also protected by the enclosing fence of. a small 
flower garden in front of the house. 

As to the store, its situation will he approved of by most cottage 
wives, for they do not wish the wandering mendicant or other visitors to 
see too much of their supplies. 

. ®*is cottage contains about 6,630 cubic feet, and by great economy 
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m its erection (not using red pine timber, or having any cut stone except 
for window-stools) may be built by a proprietor under liis land 
or bailiff for T60. If considered too email, a foot or two h fS£i 
at either end; each foot of increased length will cost from ' £2 to 
additional. w 

The plan of the office requires little remark. There is not any door 
to the piggery, as it is not mtended that the pig should wander about 
The metal trough is built into the wall, and there is a flap of sheet 
iron hung so as to rest against the inner part of the front When 
food is bemg put into the trough, this flap is pressed against the opposite 
side, and the trough can thus be cleaned without any interferes? from 
the grunting gentleman inside. 



Plates 3 and 4, 

smaller onef * ^ fl '° m ^ ° bje ° tion3 su SS<*ted as to the 

• ™L TB . is “ tbis P lan “ “ aide P“ch at the door, and the daily, which 
l£U ' ge , and veU ventilated, is entered from the kitchen 
h t 18 m S 0Dly the Same “ccomniodation as the preceding 

anTit, considerably more. The cubic contents are about 8,160 feet 

too low TT ? l° m 7 V° £80 - H the r °° ms are considered 
too low, the walls may be raised one foot higher; this will make the 

shmXi r ° 01 tb e + S fe ? hlgh aud tlle "PP er IlearI y seven feet ; the windows 
?.??? ?? ° aSe be S6t 31X mobes hi S her > and tho light over the door 

will then he two panes high. Should a wash-house he desired, it may 
easily be added in a lean-to at the rear, and a hack door made there. 7 

Plates 5, G, 7, 8, and 9. 

same clesiyif 7 together, as they are modifications of the 

same design. _ Two cottages built in one block, called a double cottage, 

single ’cotWM En f lal 4 ^hey are proportionally not so expensive as 

each other b!’ , laolated positions the inmates can bo of use to 
each other in case of sickness or other need. 

thitorf U twSb.! d eSta i te ?° uI . d W cottages of three sizes, about one- 

two bedroom? 7 T ha T mg tllree bedl ' 00ms each, another third 
two bedrooms and the remainder only one bedroom. 

incr P Tro 6ra ? 1S - e , bein S moved from house to house as their families 
S to afford thr i “ Sh; and tbeae °° ttageS are ’ therefore, constructed so 
lower bedmn h t ry “ 8 aoc ° mmoda tion requisite. By transferring the 
coISffi eZ r t T ° r 0ther ,° f the families tIie bl °ct may be made to 

three bedrooms W ° 1 ° us Wltb * wo bedrooms each, or one house with 
three bediooms, and another with one bedroom. 

by a?om ooe deSlgn - S sbo 7 a “mmon entrance,' one by a porch, the other 
teat the &mS 8 ? ]l f ves t0 eacb sid 0- It will possibly be alleged 
families often inhaWf 686 ll ° 1 USes n * U3t parrel > and yet from six to twelve 
and even nq A +1 one. house m a town, and enter by the same door 

a common a?? 6 ““S • i™’ witbout fi ghting. Tor those wlio consider 
and 81 ■ in ^° 6 °lj e °t 1011a b]e Wo other designs are given (Plates 7 
possible ?n? 7 i °° rS *? tbe front aa distant from each other as 
porches /wMch Ju 11 TiT dlVide 6v< !" tbe Smvei S™™ d - Tlle external 
there are nob V j 0t b f re< l' lu ’ ed if the building has a good aspect and 

wamth of the 7? T } ^ im P r0Te * be “on a * d add 
W 1 Crease the expense, 

nmg design, No, 7, the entrance doors are at the rear. 
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The doors inside either form porches or shut up the stairs. These doors 
work on gudgeons and can be put back against the partitions of the 
stairs. Shrubs may be planted at the front, which can be kept neatly 
dressed ; hut the entrance at the back may by some be considered a fault 
In order to show that nothing unsightly will appear to a visitor when 
entering these houses, an elevation with ground plan of the out-offices 
for such a double cottage is given in Plate 9 ; and should the cottager 
not be able to keep a cow, the cow-house maybe used as a wash-house 
If it is feared that the occupiers of the upper middle bedroom will 
annoy the family underneath, the lower room may he ceiled or may be 
arched over. This arching can be easily done, and at small expense by 
using damaged metal rails as girders, and arching across from them noth 
a single brick. 

Each of these cottage blocks contains, without external porches, about 
12,000 cubic feet, and under favourable circumstances may, with strict 
economy in the construction, be built for about £120. 



No. 2 . — Report from J\Ir. W. Hamilton. 

(District comprised in the Counties of Carlow, Kilkenny, Limerick, Queen’s County 
Tipperary, Waterford, and Wexford.) 

Fiddown, 27th May, 1872. ■ 

Gentlemen,— I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 9th instant containing queries with respect to 
the subject of promoting the construction of an improved descrip- 
tion of labourers’ dwellings in this country ; and, in pursuance of 
your instructions, I now beg to submit to you my report upon 
this subject as regards the district under my charge as Poor law 
Inspector. This district comprises portions of the Counties of 
Waterfoi’d, Carlow, Kilkenny, Limerick, Queen’s, Tipperary, and 
Wexford. 

The replies and observations on the different points adverted 
to in your letter are the results not only of my own personal 
knowledge but of inquiries which I have made with a view to 
ascertain the opinions of others. 

I have been in communication with landlords, a, gents, tenants, 
labourers, comity surveyors, &c., and I have endeavoured to 
ascertain the legal, medical, and clerical, &c., views on the sub- 
ject; and notwithstanding that I have, as on former occasions, 
received ready and willing assistance, and some of my correspon- 
dents and informants have taken great pains to throw light on 
different points, I regret very much that neither from my own 
experience, nor with their help, do I feel that I can do justice to 
what I regard as a matter of immense and vital importance. 

Query 1. — What would he the most convenient and suitable 
tenure for labourers’ dwellings ? 

I think the tenure should be in accordance with the hiring, 
and that where dwellings are built for more general convenience 
than that of the proprietor the tenancy should be terminable, by 
written notice, on or before each 29tli September, with possession 
on the 1st November; that wherever an engagement is for twelve 

D 
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months there should be a power of terminating the service and 
tenancy for breach of contract, or gross misconduct, under the 
authority of the Petty Sessions Court. 

The chief points requiring to be kept in view in determining 
on any general rule for this purpose are that the employers and the 
employed should not have facility for departing from or neglecting 
to perform the terms of their contracts ; that any legislative inter- 
ference should tend to encourage good rather than bad and 
illiberal feelings, avoiding, as far as possible, any step which 
would tend to make the labourers either too independent or too 
dependent ; as little legislative interference as possible ; and as 
wide a discretion to the local courts, where the characters of 
employers and employed are known, and the intricate questions 
which arise can be best dealt with on their merits, with as little 
hardship and injustice to either party as possible. I have fixed 
the 29 th September for the period of notice, and possession on 
the 1st November, so as to avoid questions and litigation as to 
compensation for growing crops, or for any benefit from the 
manuring of the land, and admit of its timely preparation on the 
pprt of the incoming tenant. 

Knowing, as I do, the strong ties which attach the Irish 
labourer to bis own locality (while in Ireland), and thinkino- that 
the man who sows ought, as a general rule, to reap, I believe, 
nevertheless, that if any longer tenure than I have recommended 
were to be made a condition, it would altogether defeat :.the 
objects m view. Employers and employed have to deal with 
every, class of character ; there are as many virtues and faults, on 
one. side as. on the other. Of late years, more especially, com- 
munity of interest between employers and employed has been 
diminishing ; and though there are to be found here and there 
bright examples where labourers and their families are well 
housed and looked after by their employers, in prosperity as well 
as m adversity, and no legislation could do what is already done 
by some, still m advising any general rule I would say each class 
• ft j^ e P . a ; s little as possible in the powers of the other 
+? 1 j. in ! C j ^ injustice ; hence I have arrived at the conclusion 
that out-door service should be as easily determinable as indoor, 
ana that the local Petty Sessions Court maybe safely trusted 
no o inflict wilfully injustice or hardship on either party. 

Qite? ?/ 2.-— What quantity of laud might be attached to, or let 
with, the cottage ? • 

^ 6 y S 20 P ei 'ches, and not exceeding 100 perches 
+ ' ^ ess *kan 20 statute perches would not suffice for sani- 

, J purposes; and for the purpose of early training for the 
y ei s b^dren, f rom 40 eighty perches is the extent to 
most of those I have consulted have advised. I will state 
y asons for fixing on somewhat more extreme limits. 

■ 1 +i 6 1S - consi d ei ' a M® difference in the quality of land, as well 
as m the size, ages, and circumstances of families. 

__ j , P® 1 . les wou ld, I think, as I have said, suffice , for sanitary 
< laming purposes, and it would in some cases suffice for the 
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consumption of offal and waste, and the disposal of manure I 
can understand that surrounding circumstances might make it 
advisable to increase this minimum according to the ability and 
requirements of each case, the great desideratum being the quan- 
tity that would give the labourer and his family fair occupation 
without interfering with his or their duties towards their- em- 
ployer. There should not be a larger quantity than the available 
labour of the family is able for at spare hours, and at spare 
seasons ; and there should not he too much dependence on this 
garden. If carefully cultivated it ought to tend materially to the 
comfort and support of the family, and the healthy industrial 
training of the children. 

I have fixed 100 perches as the maximum; because, where 
there is thrift and improvements, I think a labourer should have 
every facility for making manure. Straw for bedding, as well as 
litter for his pigs, is often difficult to obtain. 100 perches would 
give them those requirements ; and by intelligent and judicious 
rotation, he would not require either horse or hired labour. I think 
such tenants should he permitted to grow what they please. 

. There would, no doubt, he increased difficulty in summary 
ejectments ; hut the class of them I have before me, in making 
this suggestion, are too valuable to disturb. 

Query 3. — What should he the maximum amount of rent for 
house and land which should properly he within the statute ? 

Five jiounds (US) appears to have been the maximum amount 
of rent for house and land under the most recent statute, and I 
see no objection to that amount being retained, supposing a cot- 
tage, suitable in all respects, to cost £70 (which would be some- 
what about the cost now of a cottage of the same kind in 1861) ; 
and I am not one of those who believe in cheap cottages. The 
rentchargo would he £3 1 os. The rent of 100 perches of land 
ought not to exceed £1 5s. 

£4 would possibly he a convenient maximum, as it is the sum 
at and under which tenements are rated to the lessor ; but with 
present and probable prices of materials, and labour of all kinds, 
I doubt if the £5 will not be a more convenient limit, and it 
will in no degree prejudice the labourer to fix it at this latter 
amount. A five pound rental will he almost invariably much 
over a £4 valuation, generally one-third over, so that such hold- 
ings will with rare exceptions he rated to the lessor. 

The rent of the cottage will depend on the supply and demand, 
and where it is considered as part wages, which is, I think, a con- 
venient course, the employer will find it his interest to charge 'as; 
little as possible, there will no doubt he more or less difference.' 
according to the 'views of different people as to such investments. 

1 concur -with those who think that increased facilityfor obtain-, 
ing labour is of itself a profitable investment, and that whatever 
Msks there may have been in former years and other conditions 
there are no such prospects now. 

D 2 
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Query 4.— If the letting be in writing, could a short and sirnnle 
form be suggested ? 

Yes ; I think such forms should be printed, with a penny stamu 
on each, landlord to retain one copy, the tenant another and a 
triplicate to be filed in the record office of the county or district 

I annex forms which have been suggested ;* that marked (A) 
seems to be short, simple, and sufficient for every purpose ■ if some 
such form were embodied in the Act, a simpler printed form such 
as I have referred to above, to the following effect might answer 
every purpose : — 

A A lets to CD a cottage and garden situate in the townland of 
, parish of , and county of under the 

conditions of the Labourers’ Dwellings Act of 1872, which conditions 
O D accepts and undertakes to pay A A at the rate of (weekly 

monthly, quarterly, half-yearly, yearly as the case may be) from the 
of 187 

Dated , 

Witnessed, 

Registered, 



^ ST e 7r'T If t ! le le , ttin £ be not in writing, what should the 
given? bS b0Und t0 d ° m ° rdei ’ t0 exeroise the summary powers 

He should be hound to keep the premises in tenan table repair, 
but I would not give any summary powers where, after a reason- 
able period, there was not a letting in writing. 

Query 6.—" What authority should decide whether landlord had 
complied with requirements of Act ? 

The Petty Sessions Court of the district, with power of appeal 
to quarter sessions. These courts might have power to decide all 
questions, such as possession of cottages by landlords or employers, 
° f l’ en ^ or dilapidations or neglect, or gross mis- 
d °" an d where rent has been paid and is not in arrear, 
Tc tral 7 dispossession in case of natural decay of physical 

terinr°»r ' ° r F C f S ® ° f accident > illness, or other unavoidable de- 
“S™ of value as a labourer, breach of contract on either side, 

and empkyed 168 ^ 10118 anSln & ou ^ suc l 1 relations of employers 

res trietions, if any, should be imposed on 
tenants letting cottages to labourers under this Act ? 

in .l Spedal re ® tri °ti°ns, excepting that the dwelling, if not fit 
sbonlri'S , res P eot > especially as regards ventilation and decency, 
should at least not be unfit for human habitation. 

h any special provisions required in the case of 
houses occupied hy caretakers, &c. ? 

gardeK^uffikSt. 6 ^ 118 provisiolls ap P ear to be generally re. 

* See page 56. 
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Query 9.— Could any system of registration of labourers’ dwell- 
ings involving inspection, &c„ be adopted with advantage ? 

Nothing beyond a registration similar to that made annlicable 
to Ireland by the Act 23 Vie., cap. 26. 1 F 

The condition of labourers’ dwellings as to sanitary conveniences 
ought, I think, to be subject to public control under an efficient 
sanitary officer. The existing law is, in one respect, hard upon the 
occupier inasmuch as it authorizes the justices to prohibit the use 
of a building for human habitation, if proved to be unfit, but there 
is no penalty, the occupier naturally prefers even an utterly unfit 
place to no place at all, and the evil continues. 

It is the duty of the proprietor to attend to the condition of 
his labourers' cottages, and as a labourer very truly remarked to 
me, the best inspector is the landlord’s wife. If a premium 
follows the inspection it might be tolerated, but at present the 
landlord and his family, the respectable tenant farmer and his 
family, the parish minister, and the dispensary medical officer are 
welcome to the houses of the poor, all others are regarded as 
intruders, anything that tends to lessen the employer’s interest or 
influence over his men will work mischief. 

Query 10.— Can you suggest any modifications in the existing 
regulations for procuring loans, which would tend to encourage 
more numerous applications, and to simplify the present mode of 
obtaining advances ? 

4 I have had no experience on thissubject, and all of the sugges- 
tions which occur to me, or which have been made to me, are 
probably based on insufficient data. There should, I think, he the 
minimum of expense and the minimum of requirements, plans, 
drawings, and specifications ; and if some local agency for simpli- 
fying and facilitating loans, and affording prompt and easily 
understood information cannot bo devised and some course sug- 
gested the Clerk of the Peace of the county, the petty sessions, 
the quarter sessions, court, &e., &c., I think that efforts should be 
made to remove difficulties, and to facilitate by every possible 
means loans to landlords and to tenants in certain cases where 
landlords do not concur, that a reference to ascertain the bona Jides 
of the proposal and necessity for it, ought to suffice in most cases, 
provision being made for vouching the accounts, that town councils, 
or town commissioners, railway companies, dock or harbour com- 
panies or commissioners, trading or manufacturing companies, or 
associations employing persons of the labouring class, owners in 
fee or fee-farm for lives renewable for ever, and for terms not less 
than sufficient to provide for payment of the rentcharge of £4 or 
£5 per cent., should be freely encouraged, and even solicited to 
provide suitable dwellings for those who are now so often miser- 
ably housed. I believe that many of these bodies are ignorant of 
the powers they now possess under the 29th and 30th Vie., 
cap. 44. 

In the present state of the labour market I would advise that 
every facility be given consistent with due protection to the public 
purse. I question, whether , anything will now restrain the exodus 
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Drawing , 
No. 21. 



of the labouring classes, but it is a fact that the want of labour 
has as yet been least felt where attention has been paid to th 
dwellings of the poor, and if anything will stop them the least 
powerful agency will certainly not be the prospect of an inde 
pendent home in their own country. 

. In this re P° rt 1 lla -ve not dwelt on the miserable accommoda 
tion in the towns and many villages for labourers and their 
families. I have limited my report to the subject of the dwell 
ings of the labouring classes in the country districts 
I do not know nor have I heard of any labourers’ cottages 
within my district which have been built according to the deswn, 
of the Board of Works. I wrote to the Secretary of that Board 
on the 11th instant, and requested him to be so good as to inform 
me whether any dwellings for labourers had been erected under 
the Act 23 Vic., cap. 19, in any of the Poor Law Unions in my 
district, whether they are all of one design, and, if not where the 
most recent improvements may be seen ; but up to this I have not 
received a reply to my letter. 

The published designs are satisfactory to me. At the same 
time I am glad that there is full scope for emulation and im- 
provement from time to time, by the system of admitting plans 
elevations, sections, specifications, and estimates for consideration' 
and merely requiring that each dwelling should be provided with 
a small but sufficient enclosed yard, with proper privy and manure 
pit , and that due care is taken to secure good sites as regards 
drainage and dryness, and convenience as to a sufficient supply 
or good water. 1 1 3 

The accompanying designs which I know have received a 
gieat deal of intelligent care in their preparation seem to me to 
possess every reasonable requisite excepting a privy, which I am 
aware the vast majority of labourers and others even think gene- 
rally are for other purposes. The double cottages were estimated 
ast summer to cost about £100 a pair without any offices: and 
with a small coal-house, potato-house, pigsty, and yard wall, the 
cost would then have been between £120 and £130 ; but it is 
now hard to form any estimate that can be said to hold good in 
mm-kTte ° f revolutl<m wlllch is g oi ng 011 in all the trade and labour 

tlle desi g n prepared by Mr. Barney, with the ex- 
rf • 6 18 110 P 1,ovisi °n for a pigsty. Where this is not 
P + i j P*& as a natural consequence, will be accommodated 
uweHmg-house. A wash-house, though desirable, will pro- 
■ y used for wliat labourers consider more indispensable — 
viz ; , a potato and coal house. 

r ? suited to thispartof Irelandat least. Strawis scarce 

rp, f eusive, f^nd what there is is required for other purposes, 
of rnnf P c ^ oa te° n of the Board of Works requires the covering 
wW * -it., ladl , es or countesses slates. I think that tiles, 
w vl al able ’ a Tel T g° od ro of. In all cases the roof 
the onld c ? ve '°? ded ' I have heard many bitter complaints of 
the nd / arl f ble tem P e rature of unceiled cottages. This is 
advantage that straw possesses oyer slates ; but in 
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every other respect as regards cleanliness, ventilation, less danger 
of fire, durability, economy, facilities for disinfecting, &o., there 
has been an almost unanimous strong expression ; and a return to 
thatch in this part of Ireland, where no one now uses it in the 
construction of even out-liouses, would be generally regarded as 
a retrograde step. 

A most important point in the construction of cottages, and 
one frequently neglected, is that the ground floor should be raised 
well above the level of the surrounding ground, and that its sub- 
stratum should not be clay but broken stones or bricks, so as to 
prevent the damp from rising through it. This is especially 
necessary in the bedrooms. Thorough light should also he provided 
for the bedrooms, and sashes that will open freely. 

In many cottages that I have seen improvements in design 
have not been followed as yet by the substitution of iron stretchers 
or bedsteads, for the vile wooden box bedsteads, with their close, 
smothering testers. With lofty eoved-ceilings (which would cost 
about Gel or 7 cl a square yard), and ventilators in the roof, I dare 
say the old testers would more quickly disappear. 

Since stone is not well suited for labourers’ dwellings in this 
wet and damp climate, wherever possible sandstone or gritstone 
or bricks should be used. The floors should be tiled, and above 
the level outside with a good step up. 

Double houses are, of course, cheaper and something warmer. 
The fireplace should always bo in the middle of the house, and 
there should be a ventilator in the roof. 

There should be a kitchen, throe sleeping rooms (including loft), 
potato-house, and coal-house ; piggery lofted (with fowl-house 
over), pig-yard, manure pit, privy. 

Models of most suitablo classes of labourers’ dwellings may be 
seen in perfection on various estates in my district. One recently 
erected (by the Hon. D. Fortescue) of concrete seemed very deserv- 
ing of imitation ; and on the estate of the Earl of Besshorough 
there are many excellent cottages ; one of the best I know, and 
answering every requirement that I can think of, is within two 
or three hundred yards of my own residence. In it a labourer 
has respectably reared a large family, some of the younger mem- 
bers of which have emigrated, and now materially assist him. 
There is every requisite, and ho has a suitable garden. His rent 
is 30s. per annum, and he pays by the year. This cottage has a 
kitchen, two bedrooms on the ground floor, a loft for sleeping 
accommodation, a place for coals and potatoes, shelves and cup- 
boards, a pigsty and yard, a privy, an excellent small range in 
the: centre of the building; cost, in 1861, about £50. 

If there were a small window in the gable of the loft, the roof 
cove-ceiled, and a ventilator, I should not desire to see any cot- 
tage which more completely fulfils every essential for a labouring 
man- of humble means and an average family. 

It was said that in Belgium such homes brought a contented 
spirit, which found its chief gratification beneath the domestic 
roof, from which the father of the family rarely wandered in search 
of excitement abroad. 
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In conclusion I would say that I think a general consolidation 
of the statutes which regulate the tenure of labourers’ dwellings 
^ ™tual rights of landlords and tenants, and provide for loans 
from the Treasury for constructing and improving labourers’ 
dwellings is desirable omitting what has become inoperative or 
inexpedient, and which fixing the limits of powers, and duties 
giving large discretion to local authorities to administer simple 
rules which everybody could understand and see the justice of 
that there would be no insuperable difficulty in procuring such 
rules m accordance with customs and ordinary ideas of what is 
just and right I see no reason to doubt. 



To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



W. J. Hamilton. 



Articmh of Agreement made and entered into the dav of 
one thousand eight hundred and , between of the one 
pait, and , of , of the other part. 

all that 11- V. a = rees to * et ’ and t ' le said agrees to take, 

all that the dwelling-house or cottage, known as Number , now in 

thLIto?™+ 011 ° f ^ 3al j ’ to 8 ether wiib - the garden attached 
be tu!. ’ contaimn S , roods perches, statute measure, or thereabouts, 
week TorZuflT! 0r le f'r 8ltUate - as °°ttier tmmt thereof, from 

the rhv 0 w ® 0 k [ or month], to tlie said , commencing from 
(f VPfx fvnrn 7 . > atan< J under tlle weekly [or monthly] rent of 

(fiee fiom all taxes) to be paid on the last day of evei-y the 

Sfs P aT b re ‘f t0te 1 mad 1 e0nthe dil y° f , now next. And 

px. i , , ® r . e y undertakes to keep tlie said dwelling-house or 

condition and repair, and the said parties 

pre^es hm- twT 6 *“* Said slla11 aud “V Md saii 

narties shall . r 0 J? ’ a * *' le Sidd rent > unt U one tdie S ™1 

onlhe exnl iZ Z **" °Z r “ %vritin S one notice to quit, and 

Zu tiv^Zh u SUch “ otlce as afores “d the said shall and 
^ S lve U P tte said premises hereby let to the said 

As witness their hands this day and year first above written. 



his Agreement witnesses that , as landlord, agrees to let, and 

’ cas tenant > a S ree * to hold the following tenement, viz. 
lanrl nf C ’ at , in the county of and town- 

and bv thi TOm da ^ of > one thousand eight hundred 

And it has boon i , at the rent of shillings and pence, 
tenantable wm dir' S ° a ^ reed 3u °h dwelling-house shall be kept in 
ancy het-ebv cm«t °f fu lepail ’ ^y sa i d landlord, and that the ten- 
within tlieZ • °™ st itute and be deemed to be a cottier tenancy 

Ic The Landlord and Tenant Law Amendment 

d this . day of , one thousand eight hundred and , 
Witness to the signature of the ) 

said landlord, | Landlord. 

Witness to the signature of the ) 

said tenant, | Tenant, 
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No. 3. — Dr. Beodie’s Report. 

(District comprised in the counties of Clare, Galway, King's County, Mayo, Roscommon 
Tipperary, and Westmeath.) 

Galway, 4th June, 1872. 

Gentlemen, I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of vour 
letter dated 9th ultimo, with reference to the question whether 
any amendment of the “ existing law can be made with advantao-e 
for the purpose of promoting the construction of an improved de- 
scription of labourers’ dwellings in this country.” 

As desired by the Commissioners, I have given the subject my 
best attention, and have sought information from those upon whose 
judgment I thought I might rely. It is generally and properly 
esteemed as one of much social importance, in order that tho 
labouring class may be made more contented and comfortable, and 
that encouragement should be given to keep a fair proportion of 
the land m tillage. It is, at the same time, beset with much diffi- 
culty— more, I should say, than that of the relations of landlord 
and tenant ; and legislation upon it being almost necessarily 
limited to the enactment of enabling powers, any change in the 
law should be generously liberal to produce any material improve- 
ment. 

I now beg to offer my observations upon the several queries set 
forth m your letter. 

Query 1. What would be the most convenient and suitable 
tenure for labourers’ dwellings ? 

The feeling of the employers of labour is, that the labourer’s 
tenure of his cottage and its adjunct should be such as to en- 
able them, without delay or trouble, to resume possession in case 
lie neglected to fulfil his contract, or for other sufficient cause it 
might be necessary to remove him. 

A very intelligent and extensive agent writes as follows : — 

“This question must ho differently answered, in accordance with the 
different practices prevailing in different localities. Where the labourer 
is in continuous employment, occupation being found for him in bad as 
well as favourable weather, and he may be regarded as a farm servant, I 
would advise permissive occupancy, subject to the restrictions which are 
imposed by the usages regulating the relations between master and ser- 
vant. Any difficulty in the way of the employers reclaiming possession 
of the houses would be calculated to discourage the erection of such — a 
most undesirable contingency. On the other hand, when the employ- 
ment is not continuous-— where the labourer is unemployed and unpaid 
m unfavourable weather, and his earnings as a labourer are consequently 
insufficient for the maintenance of his family, which is, I regret to say, 
the rule in the part of the country with which I am acquainted — I believe 
a yearly tenancy for a house and — say — two acres of land, would be found- 
most desirable, the house and fences to be kept in proper condition, and 
all permanent improvements to be made by the owner. The occupier to 
® disentitled to any compensation save the value of unexhausted man- 
nres, <fcc., when evicted for refusal to work or render faithful servitude." 
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A landed proprietor and employer writes as follows 
“ The tenure must be co-existent and coterminous with the labourer’ll 
employment -If by week the labourer's enjoyment of the dwelling should 
cease on his leaving or being dismissed from his employment If it were 
otherwise the labourer would become a tenant, and the employer— be h» 
tenant fanner or landlord-might eventually find himself the possessor 
of tenants on his farm useless or unwilling to work, and the work done 

X°SJltfor 0 ^'- 00Uld n °* ^ ^ House ex- 

Where so much as an acre of land was let with the house I 
would he m favour of a yearly tenure, terminating in the early 
spring time, with however, a “ proviso” enabling the employer to 
end it upon short notice, after due cause shown and proved and 
^bilging lum to give fair compensation for crop in ground, manure, 

thf co1ta|e7 mat 4Uantity of knd mi g ht be attached or let with 

This question would depend a good deal upon the locality the 
constancy of employment, and rate of wages. Where the services 
arer] are regularly required, half an acre of land is as 
^oyer ^ ° 0Uld attend 4 ° ^ advanta g 6 to Himself or his em- 
A large landed proprietor writes as follows 

UiS® must not he enabled to subsist on the laud or garden 

iL h mer s S f S ° le r n Tl be a P uroWr of the necessaries of life, 

ffis saZ l n Ke 7 lU oUain ^ His industry in his daily labour. 

St “ uld P ro ^ de vegetables for his family, and be a source of 
pxdb hc-houses ” d ° CCUpatl0]1 at leisure moments, and also keep him from 

housTlncn~Y ha p-l ll0 ? d i 1 ? e the maxim um amount of rent for. 
house and land which should properly he within the statute 1 

hom t erq r iu e rfT geSd °, eS not ran S e hi S h “ this country for la- 
r °§ ukr em 'Pioyment, and the rent of house and plot of 
ground should be moderate. I should say one shilling per week 

and half^acre w°°' M°w nd ’ aild ? n ® slimin g sixpence for house 

w“sh to W M ° n the , a 7 6ra g e - Some of those who 

divine the cot/ U ^ v° nb r 0 ^ °7? r t leir l a bourers are in favour of 
nation beluff agR j ’ b ”® e rerdi as P art wages, the occu- 

emnlovnwnt Atu 7 Pernu ?S i ve as long as they were retained in 
SXnt of “f- aga “h with tho same ™w, advocate the 

takfr” ofthehouSn °' ^ t0 th ® Iab0Ur6r 88 “ Care " 
follows^— d pro P rk ^ or and extensive employer writes to me as 

labourpr^^a^t?^ I* be intention to improve the status of the 
nauDer m,&ai + 6 desire d to avoid risk of originating a new class' of 

house and it . enall ts, worse than the squatter, for he built his bwn 
Would' be -mn«t pro P oset i .that, landlords should build for the labourer it 
^ for cottage or land, the 

g g a dwellmg should have it as part of his wages depend- 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




59 



on Labourers' Dwellings, Ireland. 

ent on his good behaviour and his ability to do the work lie is engaged 
to perform. He must be dependent ; give him independence, or make 
him to exist without having to work, and he will be content to idle, and 
never seek to improve Ms position.” 

Query 4.— If the letting be in -writing could a short and simple 
form be suggested 1 

I annex a printed form of agreement which appears to be 
taken from the 23rd and 24th Vic., cap. 154, and answers well 
enough when the land let does not exceed half an acre. This 
form could be easily amended if necessary, and I certainly think 
that the conditions entered into with the labourer on the em- 
ployer’s part should be inserted, and copies exchanged. 

Another form adapted to the case of a house let without land, 
in which the occupier acknowledges himself to be a caretaker or 
servant for the owner, is also annexed. 

I forward a third form of agreement supplied to me by Colonel 
Chichester — although this form recognises a yearly tenancy it 
provides for repossession without any process of law, and contains 
no recognition of the labourer’s right as to wages, employment, or 
compensation for crops, &c., and in this respect it is one-sided 
and objectionable. 

Query 5. — If the letting be not in writing what should the 
landlord, be bound to do in order to exercise the summary powers 
given ? 

There are but few exceptions to the opinion that agreements 
for letting should be in writing. The landlord should be bound 
to give the labourer on his dismissal or leaving compensation for 
soil, manure, &c., or crop, such compensation could never be a 
large amount, and might be arranged by arbitration of selected 
neighbours; but this is a matter of detail. The landlord also 
should keep the cottage, &c., in repair, except when wilfully 
damaged. 

Queiy 6. — What authority should decide whether landlord had 
complied with requirements of Act ? 

The almost unanimous opinion expressed is that disputes be- 
tween employers and employed should be settled at the Courts 
of Petty Sessions. Two unpaid justices, with one stipendiary 
magistrate, would probably constitute a fair tribunal. 

Query 7— What restrictions, if any, should be imposed on 
tenants letting cottages to labourers under this Act ? 

This appears to me to be the most important of the queries 
for it is to the power and facility given to tenant-farmers to give 
cottages and allotments of land to labourers that I look for any 
substantial improvement in the condition of that class. If the 
tillage farmers require additional labour on their farms, and get 
the right to erect dwellings for labourers and give plots of land 
attached thereto, they will readily avail themselves of the power, 
Whether the experiment succeed or not. I think it is the true 
way to draw the labourers from their unhealthy habitations ijj 
fcwns, and give them what they may regard as a Home congenial 
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to their habits, and to give scope to their own industry as well as 
to the industry and faculties of their wives and children 

As to the restrictions which should be placed on tenants some 
ot course, think that no power of the kind should be given to a 
tenant without the express consent of his landlord Those who 
think that such liberty ought to be accorded to tenant farmers 
vary m opinion; some would limit it to holdings of twenty-five 
acres, others to fifty acres holdings, and others again to farm, 
of 100 acres. I find also that valuation is taken as a standard 
trom £20 to £o 0 being adopted as the lowest valuation at which 
the tenant should have the privilege of taking in a resident 
labourer Acreage and valuation do not, however, form a true 
test of the necessity of bringing in a labourer upon the holding • 
the extent of land under cultivation is an essential ingredient m 
deciding the point. I would say that a holder of twenty-five 
acres, upon which there were at least ten acres in tillage should 
be entitled to have one labourer’s cottage, if he desired it inde- 
pendent of the landlord s will or consent. 

The tenant might be allowed to build the cottage himself or 
to borrow money for the purpose, not exceeding one year’s rent 
of the farm, payable by instalments, the land being chargeable with 
the instalments whether the tenant continued in occupation or 
not, an outgoing tenant to have compensation for the outlay if 
he gave up the cottage in habitable condition. Liberty of the 
fandlhaveindmated to tenants would be useless if they were 
obliged to build cottages of an expensive kind after particular 
£ Iwr specifications The expense would be a deterrent, and 
considering the class of houses in which many comfortable farmers 
bw'nviu 7 0ul , d , be felons to see their dependent labourers 
T °i? u elaboratel y designed or ornamental-looking cottage 
nleas^ build ^ description of cottage tlify 

fi mwi 5, atehed ° r . s at ® d . with this restriction only, that it 
fulfilled the essential condition of health and decency as regards 
accommodation for the family. I recognise the advan- 
reS P ecta ' but P resent ex pense may 
rallv wnnlrl o the builders, and I am quite sure labourers gene- 
It LZ* M & refei ' tbat , olled cottages, would feel themselves more 
iLf them ’ If k ept in repair they are comfortable dwell- 

pefature VWltilati0n ^ "F* 1 *** ° f tem ' 

terw^fi>rni^ 00 ^ U P 011 ^ be au th°rized and independent action of 
“ a , “eans of improving the status of 
the comrmin'f ° T mabm & them a useful and contented section of 
t 0 +>,„ ° a p Dot avo id mentioning as specially germane 

toraldvSn’ ^ 1 regard tbe ^bstitution of unioi for elec- 
T ? t “ g as essentia l to the same object, 
as more largely on the topic I may state it 

othcr^ onne-ps , C0ILV1C ^ 0 ^ ^at electoral division rating, amongst 
labourers!’ rl-J iv M contributed to. the decrease of cottiers and 
crease It n S s < and that it still operates to prevent their in- 
di vision oflo eas y understand the case of a small electoral 
w valuation owned principally by one proprietor on 
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which the support of even one poor family -would cause a consi- 
derable addition to the poundage rate. 

Query 8. — Are any special provisions required in the case of 
house occupied by caretaker, &c. ? 

I do not think any special provisions are required in the case 
of houses occupied by caretakers, &c. The law as it stands at 
present appears to afford sufficient facility for the resumption of 
possession when required. 

Query 9. — Could any system of registration of labourers’ dwell- 
ings, involving inspection, &c., be adopted with advantage ? 

A system of registration could, I think, be adopted with ad- 
vantage. The area of each Poor Law Union would form a con- 
venient registration district, and the clerk of the Union might 
act as registrar. Under any amendment of the existing sanitary 
Acts, I have no doubt that provision will be made for the appoint- 
ment of more efficient sanitary inspectors, and in that case I 
think inspection might advantageously devolve on the District 
Sanitary Officer. 

Query 10. Can you suggest any modifications in the existing 
regulations for procuring loans, which would tend to encourage 
more numerous applications, and to simplify the present mode 
of obtaining loans ? 

It is a matter of importance that loans should be easily obtain- 
able. Preliminary proceedings should be simple and inexpensive. 
Certified copies of title deeds instead of the originals should be 
sufficient ; where an important social question is involved, the 
money should be lent at the lowest rate of interest and the 
repayment spread over a long term to make the instalments 
easy. 

With reference to Query 7, 1 have stated that tenants should 
have borrowing powers, this I repeat whether the tenancy be 
leasehold or held from year to year, and I say that loans should 
not be conditional on the erection of cottages upon any compul- 
sory plan ; owners of property may be allowed to indulge their 
taste in the matter as they think fit, but a tenant left to himself 
will erect a cottage comfortable and acceptable to the labourer, at 
far less expense than if he were bound to follow such specific 
plan as it would be necessary to impose on a building contractor. 
I do not however mean to exclude (as I have already said) the 
essential conditions of comfort and decency. 

Description oe Dwellings. 

Without attempting to decide upon the merits of particular 
plans for the erection of labourers’ dwellings, I may say that I 
observe on the whole a good deal of uniformity in several plans 
I have seen, which entirely accords with the written and oral 
information I have received as to what is most suitable, that is, a 
ground floor divided into kitchen (or living room) and two bed- 
rooms, with a third sleeping room on a loft overhead. Where- 
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Drawing, 
No. 21. 



two cottages are required there would he economy in having 
them in one block, and one of the two might have only two 
sleeping apartments. 

Mr. Barney’s plan is a good one, hut tho estimated cost is very 
high for a thatched cottage. It would he an improvement not to 
have the front and hack doors immediately opposite. If this plan 
could be modified so as to reduce the expense, I think it would be 
acceptable to tenant farmers. Though very diffident in offering 
an opinion on a subject of which I know very little, it appears 
to me that the stone and timber work could he simplified and 
cheapened; a tenant farmer living in the neighbourhood of a 
wood could put up a substantial roof of forest timber at a small 
expense, and thatching with his own straw would not count for 
much. I would leave the labourer to his own device for a hen 
roost, and for the wash-house I would be disposed to substitute a 
cheap shed for turf and other general use, say to shelter a pig or 
donkey. If the plan and specification could be amended an the 
manner I have indicated, I have no doubt that a farmer would be 
able to get up a cottage of the specified size for say £50. 

I visited Colonel Chichester’s property in the County Roscom- 
mon on Thursday last. He has expended a large sum in building 
offices, &c., using concrete material for the principal and party 
walls. 

The only economy from the use of this matei-ial is in the 
erection of the walls, and as it requires special preparation and 
apparatus for use, it is not, in my opinion, suitable to the general 
wants of the country, or to the erection of single cottages by 
individuals. 

I have the honour to remain, gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 

T. Beodie. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, 

Custom House, Dublin. 



Hemokaxduh of Agreement made and entered into this 
day of 18 between of in 

the county of Parmer, of the one part, and of 

in the said county of labourer, of the other 

part. Whereby the said for himself, liis heirs and 

assigns, agrees to let, and the said for himself, his exec- 

utors, and administrators, agrees to take all that and those the dwelling- 
house and plot of ground, not exceeding half an acre, statute measure, 
situate in the townland of barony of and county 

of as at present occupied by the said and to 

become tenant thereto, as a cottier tenant within the meaning of the Act 
of Parliament passed in the twenty-third and twenty -foui'th years of the 
Reign of Queen Victoria, for the period of and from thence 

from to at the rent of per 

payable at the end of each from the commencement of. this, 

tenancy, being the day of 18 instant, .such 

tenancy to be determined by either of the parties hereto giving to the 
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other notice for that purpose ; the said 

undertaking to maintain and keep the said dwelling-house in tenant'able 

condition and repair. 

In witness whereof the said parties have hereunto subscribed then- 
names. 

Signed in presence of 



• I, the undersigned, do hereby acknowledge that I occupy the house at 
in the barony of and county of Galway by the leave 

and licence, and for and on behalf of, and at the will' of the 

owner thereof, as his caretaker and servant, and not as a tenant, and 
that I will, when required by the said or by any person on 

his behalf, quit the said house and deliver possession of same to the said 
or to any person on his behalf. 

Signed this day of 18 

Witness 



Agkeement between A B and C D. 

. The said C D being a hired labourer in the employment of the said 
A B, the said A B by reason thereof, agrees to give the said CD a house 
and plot of land attached, situate at in the county of 

to be used and enjoyed by the said 0 D so long as he shall continue 
faithfully to discharge the duties of labourer, and no longer, at the 
yearly rent of payable on the 1st day of May and November in 

each year- during the tonuro ; and it is mutually agreed that the said 
tenancy shall forthwith determine upon the said’C D ceasing to' be 
such hired labourer as aforesaid, and thereupon he shall -at once 
deliver up quiet and peaceable possession of said house and land on 
demand and shall have no claim for compensation for disturbance, of 
for any other cause whatever, and upon the said C D ceasing to he 
said hired labourer, the said A B shall and may on demand of pos- 
session enter upon the premises and expel the -said C D therefrom 
without any process of law. 

Dated this day of 



No. 4.— Report from: Mr. O’Brien. 

(District comprised in tire comities of Antrim, Armagh, Down, Dublin, Londonderry, 
Louth, Meath, Monaghan, and Tyrone.) 

Malahide, 4th June, 1872. 

Gentlemen,— Pursuant to the instructions communicated to 
me in your letter of the 9th ultimo, I have now the honour to 
submit to you, for the information of Her Majesty’s Government, 
my Report upon the question whether any amendment of the 
existing law can be made with advantage for the purpose of pro- 
moting the construction of an improved description of labourers’ 
dwellings in this country. 

I shall, for greater convenience, refer to the various heads of 
inquiry in the order in which they are enumerated in yourlettei'j 
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X, What would be the most convenient and suitable tenure ? 

Everyone with whom I have consulted is favourable to a short 
tenure in these cases, but, for several reasons, I am, after giving 
the subject the most careful consideration, clearly of opinion the 
tenure most satisfactory and suitable for all concerned to adopt 
■will be one contingent upon the term of service in each particular 
case, that is, one providing that whenever the labourer’s service is 
determined, whether by the expiration of the term contracted for, 
by the dismissal for proper cause of the labourer, by mutual 
agreement or otherwise, the tenure of the dwelling shall be ipso 
facto deemed to be determined at the same moment, the magis- 
trates at Petty Sessions being invested with a summary power to 
give a decree for immediate possession to the landlord in all such 
cases, as well as to award the outgoing labourer the full value of 
any crop he may at the time have in the garden attached to the 
holding. 

2. What quantity of land might be attached to or let with the 
cottage 1 

Opinion is somewhat divided as to this. I am, however, dis- 
posed to think that a rood is as much as an ordinary labourer 
could manure and cultivate with justice to his employer. 

In fixing a maximum, however, it may be necessary to allow a 
wider margin, say a statute acre, to cover exceptional cases, as 
where there may be more than one labourer in the family, or where 
from the poverty of the soil or other sufficient cause a greater- 
quantity might be properly permitted. 

3. What should be the maximum amount of rent for house and 
land which should properly be within the statute ? 

I should consider a rent of about 2s. weekly a fair maximum to 
fix. 

In the great majority of cases Is. weekly is as much as tenants 
of this class can or will pay, and Is. id. to Is. &d. will, I think, 
be rarely exceeded in practice, except, perhaps, in the case of 
ploughmen or other skilled labourer's, receiving more than the 
ordinary scale of wages. However, I think the sum I have 
named, 2s., should provide sufficiently for all cases. 

4. If the letting be in writing could a short and simple form be 
suggested? 

I have no hesitation at all in expressing the decided opinion 
that in any enactment of this nature there should be no recogni- 
tion of any letting not in writing. 

The preparation of a short and simple form of agreement is 
not entirely free from difficulty. However, after consultation 
with persons experienced in such questions, I take leave to submit 
to you herewith, marked A, a form which will probably be found 
to satisfy the conditions indicated above, merely premising that I 
think it indispensable all such instruments should be entirely 
exempted from the payment of stamp duty, 
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5. If the letting be not in writing, what should the landlord be 
bound to do in order to exercise the summary powers given ? 

As I have stated in answer to query 4, 1 think there should he no 
recognition under the Act of any letting which was not in writ- 
ing. 

6. What authority should decide whether landlord had complied 
with requirements of Act ? 

I think the magistrates at Petty Sessions will be found to con- 
stitute in every way the best and most inexpensive tribunal that 
can possibly be provided for dealing with all matters of controversy 
arising under the Act. 

7. What restrictions, if any, should be imposed on tenants 
letting cottages to labourers under the Act 1 

I think no tenant should be at liberty, without the written con- 
sent of his landlord, to let a cottage to any labourer not required 
for the purposes of his own farm, and that every tenant should 
be bound, on the requisition of his landlord, to enforce against 
the labourer the proviso contained in the letting contract against 
sub-letting and the taking in of lodgers. 

8. Are any special provisions required in the case of houses 
occupied by caretakers ? 

The remedy provided by the 14 and 15 Vic. c. 57, sec. 82, for 
the removal of caretakers, viz., by Civil Bill process, is both 
tedious and expensive, but if I am correct in my assumption that 
sec. 86, 23 and 24 Vic. c. 154 now gives the magistrates in all 
such cases summary power of immediate ejectment, I am not 
aware that anything more than this is required. 

9. Could any system of registration of labourers’ dwellings, 
involving inspection, &c., he adopted with advantage 1 

There is a considerable difference in the opinions held by very 
competent judges as to this. 

Views strongly in favour of such a scheme are held and have 
been communicated t.o me by persons wljose experience and intel- 
ligence entitle their opinions to the- greatest weight, while on the 
other hand it is maintained that any such arrangement would be 
not only hurtful to the feelings of the labouring classes, but would 
also have the effect of impairing that sense of independence and 
self-respect it is so desirable to encourage amongst them. 

My own impression is that with a stringent clause in the let- 
ting contract, obliging the lessor to keep the premises in proper 
tenantable condition, the only additional legislative provision 
called for will be one entitling the head landlord to enter and in- 
spect the premises when he deems it necessary, and to summon 
the lessor before the magistrates to enforce the observance of 
this covenant whenever it is found to be disregarded. 

10. Can you suggest any modifications in the existing regulations 
for procuring loans which would tend to encourage more numerous 

* 
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applications, and to simplify the present mode of obtaining ad- 
vances 1 

To the existing regulations no exception can, I believe, he 
fairly taken as regards the loans granted for other and larger 
classes of improvements ; but bearing in mind liow essential it 
has now become to the interests of the country at large that the 
present lamentable want of suitable house accommodation for 
the labouring classes should be supplied, and how unremunera- 
tive and unattractive such buildings are, viewed simply as an 
investment of capital, I think it is well deserving of considera- 
tion whether it would not be a matter of sound public policy to 
modify these regulations as regards the particular class of cases 
now under review, viz. : — 

1. First and most prominent amongst these modifications, I 
would take leave to suggest that the rate of interest charged 
should be lowered, and the time of repayment extended to the 
utmost practicable limits. 

2. It is at present provided that no loan should be made “ for 
a less sum than .£100.” 

I can see no reason why this limit should not he reduced to 
£50, which is as much actual capital as many persons requiring 
to erect only a single cottage would be willing to invest in the 
undertaking. 

3. It is also represented that the trouble and expense con- 
nected with the preparation of plans, and the proof of title, &c., 
for the approval of the Board of Works, as well as the cost of the 
subsequent notification by advertisement of the applications, &c., 
all have a tendency to operate as a discouragement to parties 
desirous of obtaining loans of small amount ; and it appears to 
me that it would he most useful and could not be very difficult to 
provide at least a partial remedy for this. 

The present rule of the Board of Works bearing on this point 
appears.tq.be as follows : — 

" It is also necessary to observe that whether the loan applied for be 
sanctioned or refused, the applicant is liable for and will he required to 
pay any expenses incurred % the Commissioners in connexion with the 
application.” 

What the precise amount is of the expense usually incurred by 
the Commissioners of Works in these cases I am not aware, but 
they must, no doubt, under the most favourable circumstances, 
constitute a very substantial element for consideration where the 
sum sought for is inconsiderable ; and I would take leave to 
submit that, as regards all applications for loans to construct 
labourers’ cottages, when the parties had submitted their plans, 
title, and memorial, fee., to the Board of Works, the subsequent 
expenses incurred in connexion with the applications should he 
borne altogether by the latter instead of the. former, as at present 
arranged. 

4. It has been further represented to me that it would be of 
much practical advantage if tenant farmers holding under the 
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“ Ulster Tenant-right ” were accommodated with loans granted on 
the security of that. 

It next becomes necessary that I should refer to the two sup- 
plemental Queries appended to your letter in relation to the four 
designs published by the Board of Works for the guidance of 
persons desirous of seeking loans for the construction of labourers’ 
dwellings, viz. : — 

1. “Are these designs, or any of them, and, if so, which, per- 
fectly satisfactory to you, as suitable to the class of persons for 
whom a better description of dwellings than those which they 
now occupy are required ?” 

2. “ If not, will you specify any points on which you consider 
alteration might be made in these designs with advantage, either 
in regard to ventilation, decency, cleanliness, economy, or any 
other desideratum V 

Against these designs in themselves I have nothing to urge ; . 
but according to the best estimate I have been able to obtain the 
average cost of cottages constructed in conformity with them 
would range from about £90 to £140, according to the particular 
plan adopted, and local circumstances, &c. 

In the case of landed proprietors, building such houses rather 
from a sense of public duty and a desire to improve their estates 
than with any view to a profitable return, the necessity for in- 
curring an outlay of this amount would not perhaps operate as 
a bar ; but I think it may be very safely affirmed, as indeed past 
experience has abundantly proved, that in the vast majority of 
cases no such investment can be expected or will be made. As 
I have already stated in the course of this report, the ordinary 
rent which can he obtained for holdings of this class will be about 
Is. per week, rising occasionally to Is. 4 cl. or Is. 6 d., and but rarely 
exceeding the last amount. 

Unless, therefore, plans are devised and sanctioned capable of 
being practically acted upon for a sum upon which this rent will 
afford a reasonable profit the effect will most inevitably be that 
no houses of any kind will be erected, and that things will con- 
tinue to the end in their present most unsatisfactory condition. 

The plan designed by Mr. Barney of /our office could probably Drawing, 
be adopted in most places at a cost of nearly 20 per cent, under M ' 21 ' 
the cheapest of the Board of Works designs. A great part of 
this important reduction in the primary cost of the building is, 
no doubt, owing to the substitution by him of a thatched for a 
slated roof, which, in addition to this, possesses the further re- 
commendation of insuring greater warmth in winter and greater 
coolness in the summer season, beside the sanitary advantages 
detailed in the Poor Law Commissioners’ Annual Report for 
1868. Still, notwithstanding this, I find that though the adoption 
of the thatched roof is not without advocates amongst persons of 
considerable authority and influence in the country, the use of 
slates finds more favour with the majority of those whose views 
I have been able to collect on the point ; and it appears to be 
-one of those things as to which everyone must be left free to 
•follow his own course. 

e 2 
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The main objection taken to thatched roofs appears to be that 
though cheaper at the outset, they are ultimately more costly than 
slates, the estimate being that thatched roofs require removal about 
every seven years or so, while good slated roofs may be regarded 
as almost permanent. This view, however, takes no account of the 
sanitary aspect of the case already referred to, and which appears 
to me to be a matter of no small moment in the dwellings of the 
poor. 6 

As illustrations of the different views taken of this point I beg 
leave to add here short extracts from communications addressed 
to me by two of those with whom I have had correspondence on 
the subject of this report. 

. 0ne of these a landed proprietor in the county Antrim whose 
judgment on all local questions is much looked up to by everyone 
says as to this : — 1 ' 

“A thatched cottage is the most comfortable and the cheapest to build 
With an efficient mspection I see no objection to the thatched roof' the 
landlords however will require close watching to make them keep these 
roofs in order. 

The other correspondent to whom I refer, and who is thoroughly 
and practically conversant with the subject, says on the other side 
writing from the county Tyrone : — ’ 

I am altogether opposed to a thatched roof notwithstanding. I am 
aware that it is alleged by some that such a house is warmer than when 
slated. However, be this as it may, to meet the objection I propose that 
the entire building shall be cave-ceiled, so as not to be entirely open to 
the root as is usually the case.” 

. This latter correspondent who lias entered very warmly and fully 
into the subject, has most obligingly taken the trouble to forward 
a plan and specification for a labourer’s dwelling, the cost of which 
he estimates would be about £45 to £50. It comes from a gentle- 
man oi a long and varied experience in the conduct of important 
public works in different parts of Ireland, both north and south, 
and who is, l am aware, well and practically acquainted with the 
condition and requirements of the labouring population of the 
him*f ' Sa J S> ^ orwarc ^ 13 g this plan (hastily prepared by 

I have for a considerable time past given the question a good deal of 
cons 1 eration, being well aware that no legislation will induce people to 
em ar m a speculation of this kind unless they can see that an 
a equate return can be expected. It is therefore important to design a 
co age m which the greatest amount of accommodation will be given 
commensurate with the least possible expenditure.” 

In the force of this observation I entirely concur, and while the 
pu ncation of well-framed designs cannot fail to exert a useful in- 
nence m the direction of public taste and opinion, I think in the 
numerous instances in which the parties interested will be found 
on y willing to build on designs of their own or local origin, it will 
e wise to encourage and assist every such effort in which the 
mam purpose of securing the essential elements of health and 
ecencyis attained, even though the plans adopted may fall some- 
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■what below the standard it would be advisable to enforce if all 
the conditions necessary to complete success existed in the country. 

In the report on the condition of the labouring classes which I 
had the honour to make in pursuance of your wishes in the month 
of January, 1870, I took occasion to observe that the wretched 
condition of their house accommodation and the extent to which 
they were then crowded into the lanes and lodgings of the towns 
was largely attributable to the opposition manifested since the 
famine period by the landed interest of the country to the existence 
of the cottier tenements of old in the rural districts ; and when I had 
the honour last year of being examined as a witness before a Com- 
mittee of the House of Commons on the subject of the law of Poor 
Law rating in Ireland, I stated that I attributed this unhappy state 
of things in great part to the baneful effects of that system. 

Since then I am glad to think that the Committee referred to 
have recommended that union should be henceforth substituted 
for electoral division rating, and it appears to me not to be out of 
place that I should here, before closing this report, reaffirm the 
opinions I have already expressed on this subject, and add my firm 
conviction, that unless legal effect be given to that recommendation 
of the Committee, any enactment that may be passed, however 
well devised, for encouraging the construction of improved dwell T 
ings for the labouring population of the country, will as a general 
rule, prove perfectly delusive and inoperative. 

I have, &c., 

W. P. O’Bbien, Poor Law Inspector. 



Foem of Agreement between Employee and Labochee. 

An agreement made the day of between A B of 

farmer, and C D of labourer. 

The said A B agrees to let, and the said 0 D agrees to take the dwell- 
ing-house and plot of ground, the possession of which is about to he 
delivered by the said A B to the said C D, situate in the lands of 
from the day of on the terms following : — 

The rent to he at the rate of (weekly, monthly, quarterly, half- 
yearly, or yearly, as may be agreed upon). The dwelling-house to be kept 
in a tenantable condition and repair by the said A .B, and all taxes what- 
soever in respect of the holding, to be paid by the said A B. 

The tenancy to be determined on notice given either by the said 

A B to 0 D, or by C I) to A B, or on the termination of C Us ser- 
vice with A B, or so soon as the said C D shall either sublet or take in a 
lodger. 

(Signed), A B. 

CD. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




70 



Report of P oor Law Inspectors 



No. 5.— Report prom Dr. King. 

(District comprised in the Counties of Cork, Limerick, and Waterford.) 

Cork, 7th June, 1872 

Gentlemen,— I have the honour to acknowledge the receint 
of your letter of instructions of the 9 th ultimo, requesting suT 
gestions as to whether any amendment of the existing law can 
be made with advantage for the purpose of promoting the con- 
struction of an improved description of labourers’ dwelling in 
this country, and indicating ten queries for consideration. ° 

1. What would be the most convenient and suitable tenure for 

labourers dwellings ? 1 

Monthly. 

2. What quantity of land might be attached to, or let with the 
cottage { 

4 of an acre is as much land as a labourer would 

probably have manure for, or could have time 'to cultivate. If the 
land were more than a quarter of an acrethe labourer could, under 
the existing law, claim compensation for disturbance. 

1.4 be tlle maximum amount of rent for house and 

land which should properly be within the statute 1 

£5 S i° Ul i d m the , nuudmum > tliis should only be 

tk.n g and tbTi e i the dwemn | g- I iO'ise ° f very superior construc- 
tion, and the labourer employed at high wages, Under ordinary 
circumstances the rent should not exceed four shillings a monft 

mstal f e . s wlllch oame under my notice no rent was charged, 
the labourer being permitted to reside as a servant so long a? he 
continued in his employer’s service; in other instances so^any 
days work were given in lieu of rent. 3 

betuggested^™ 8 b ° “ writin & could a short and simple form 

fom m^n th ; ere +l 00Uld i, in i4 e f ° rm almexed > which is similar to the 
' reanJZ l 4? schedule to 19 & 20 Vic. c. 65, but omitting 

S 0 bl 3 l ln C -° ttier Tenant Act of 1S56 - landloil 
fcionVnr JL-nri ° 0ld; V?nd and rain, and to give compensar 
Sessions to be ascertained summarily at Petty 

The tenant onT" 1 n ? b t ^ 0l ’ ^ eDan t to hold possession until paid, 
able rermV oil US ^'i P resel 've the interior in fair and reason- 
able repair, allowance being made for ordinary wear and tear. 

boLd^o^n 1 ^^ b V lot in siting what should the landlord be 
bound to do m order to exercise the summary powers given ? 

wrib'n°»^ e w° TO* ^®P u t es I think the agreement should he in 
that bf’ has* v h °t UH be not tbe case the landlord should show 

fulfilled bis n 6 + f 'it. * be weather, and that the tenant lias not 
won d 1 nl P ° f / h6 Velbal a g reem ent. In order to do this it 

probably be ' Wltnesses ' and the evidence would 
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6. Wlat authority should decide whether landlord had com- 
plied with requirements of Act ? 

The Petty Sessions Court. No magistrate to act in his own 
case. And probably to counteract the landlord influence one of 
the presiding justices should be a resident magistrate. 

7. What restrictions, if any, should be imposed on tenants let- 
' ting cottages to labourers under this Act ? 

The only restrictions which occur to me are not to permit more 
residents than are required to work the farm, and not to permit 
lodgers, who are not members of the labourer’s family, to be taken 
in. 

8. Are any special provisions required in the case of houses 
occupied by caretakers ? 

No ; the 86 sec. 23 & 24 Vic. c. 164, is sufficient. 

9. Gould any system of registration of labourers’ dwellings, in- 
volving inspection, be adopted with advantage 1 

Landlords or tenants who have erected, or who may erect 
labourers’ dwellings, might be required to register them with the 
Clerk of the Union or Clerk of Petty Sessions, and a short form 
could be compiled giving particulars, such as nature of roof and of 
flooring, number of apartments, dimensions of each, number of 
doors and windows, whether provided with pig-sty, privy, or 
manure pit, &c. The buildings to be subject to inspection by the 
District Inspector of the Board of Works. 

10. Can you suggest any modification of the existing regula- 
tions for procuring loans which would tend to encourage more 
numerous applications, and to simplify the present mode of obtain- 
ing advances ? 

The money should be lent at the very lowest rate that the State 
will give money for any purpose, and should be lent on the appli- 
cation of any farmer whatever be his tenure, provided his land- 
lord joins in his application, and that his valuation be £50 or 
upwards, the land to be chargeable with the amount advanced, 
but the interest to bo payable by the occupier of the land for the 
time being. The Board of Works should not require the original 
title-deeds to be lodged with them, hut be satisfied with certified 
copies. With these exceptions I have no suggestions to offer. 
The instruction to persons desirous of obtaining loans, prepared 
by the Commissioners of Public Works, seem to me sufficiently 
simple and explicit. 

With respect to affording the landlord a cheap and summary 
mode of obtaining re-possession of his cottages in case of non- 
payment of rent, or for other sufficient cause, it occurs to me that 
if the 14 aud 15 Vic., c. 92, sec. 15 were extended to rural districts 
it would answer the purpose, provided (as suggested in answer to 
query 3) a complete jurisdiction were given- to Petty Sessions to 
adjust mutual claims. 

The 86 sec, 23 and 24 Vic. cap. 154, might also be retained. 
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It will be perceived that in offering the foregoing suggestions 
as to tenure, I have availed myself of the existing laws, recom- 
mending modifications of them where such seemed to me desira- 
ble, and omitting those clauses which seem to me to have proved 
obstructive. I would respectfully suggest that whatever enact- 
ment may be adopted with respect to labourers’ dwellings, that it 
shall be one clear, easily understood Act, containing all thenecessary 
provisions, without the necessity of referring to sections of pre- 
vious Acts of Parliament, such references being fertile sources of 
embarrassment and confusion. 

With respect to labourers’ dwellings, I have carefully examined 
the plans which accompanied your letter of instructions, and also 
several others which I have obtained, and I have also visited a 
number of labourers’ dwellings, and I am more inclined to the 
plan designed in the Commission Office than to any of the 
others ; but I would take the liberty of suggesting some modifi- 
cations — for instance, a thatched roof is undoubtedly more 
comfortable for the inmates both in winter and summer, but is 
liable to get out of repair, and requires to be renewed every few 
years ; and the repairs of roofs of this kind have for years past 
been a constant source of dispute between landlord and tenant; 
and in addition the high price of straw and its perishable nature 
renders thatch the most expensive of all roofs. 

The floor of the living room should be made of flags, tiles, or 
be paved. Mags and tiles arc liable to be broken, especially the 
latter'. I have seen several floors made of paving which have 
lasted for years. I do not perceive any provision for a pig-sty in 
the Commission Office plan. I think a small pig-sty, partially 
covered, would be desirable. It has been suggested to me that 
ashpits should be covered, as much valuable material is removed 
for manure by exposure to the weather. Every house should he 
provided with a back door. The want of this has led to the 
practice of throwing out slops from the front door, and to the 
accumulation of manure heaps and cesspools in the front of 
labourers’ cottages, and which have proved a fertile source of 
zymotic diseases. 

I annex a plan for labourers’ cottages, which were erected at 
Ahalisky in 1861, and for which the county of Cork Agricultural 
Society awarded a prize of £25 in the year 1862. I visited those 
cottages. They answer the purpose very well. They are double 
cottages, and cost £125. That is £62 10s. each cottage. I also 
saw cottages of moderate pretensions on the Netterville estate — 
living room, 15x12, open to the roof; bedroom, 10x12; loft of 
same size ; roofs slated ; floors earthen ; no privy or manure pit. 
If those houses had been built somewhat larger, and had been 
provided with privies, ashpits, and the floors paved, they could 
have been constructed for about £30 each. 

The Commission Office plan would cost £73, and more than 
that sum if the roof were slated. Other plans I also approve of, 
hut they are too costly, and I fear if adopted few landlords or 
tenants would be willing to erect such expensive cottages. 

I think that a double labourer’s cottage, with pig-sties, ashpits, 
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paved floors, privies, living rooms (3 bedrooms each), slated roofs, 
&c., could be built at a cost of £100. 

I need scarcely add that in the erection of labourers’ cottages 
especial care should be taken that light be freely admitted, and 
also that provision should be made for full ventilation. The 
statistics of Ireland for the last 12 years show a marked decrease 
in cereal crops, and a proportional increase in meadow, clover, 
&c. ; and the amount of land laid down as pasture seems to in- 
crease every year, as the price of butter, meat, &c., rises, and as 
higher wages have to be paid to agricultural labourers. 

The labourers complain of the want of constant employment, 
and hundreds of them emigrate ; while the tenant farmers, find- 
ing pasture to pay better than tillage, do not give much employ- 
ment. In some localities I found labourers’ cottages empty. 

A large landed proprietor in a letter to me makes the follow- 
ing observations : — ''Ten or more years ago I seriously thought 
I ought to do more for improving the labourers’ houses and tenant 
farms ; only the conviction of the transition state of the country, 
and that I could not well reckon on what would be wanted, and 
having other works, draining, &c., on hand that I thought would 
he better finished before I spent money on buildings, as I could 
not afford to do both at once, hindered me from beginning in 
earnest. It was well I did not, for I should have many of the 
houses unoccupied. The labouring population is fast disappear- 
ing in spite of greatly increased wages. Ten years will see them 
mostly gone. Those who pay high wages, with good houses, 
land, &c., will keep the few that are indispensable, but even that 
will be hard to do.” 

The climate of Ireland is suited in a remarkable way to the 
growth of grass. Grass is not affected like other crops by vicissi- 
tudes of weather. It requires little or no labour to be expended 
in its culture. Tillage labourers demand high wages, and during 
harvest time are difficult to be obtained in sufficient number at 
any price ; and, finally, the products of grass-feeding, such as 
milk, butter, meat, lie., are of daily increasing value. All those 
circumstances hold out strong inducements to lay down land in 
pasture. 

With respect to existing labourers’ dwellings, I think the land- 
lord should not be entitled to recover any rent, if it were, clearly 
proved that the labourer’s house is not impervious to wind and 
rain. 

The object I have kept mainly in view in submitting the pre- 
ceding observations for consideration, has been to suggest, if pos- 
sible, some plan which may not he too expensive, and which may 
induce landlords and tenants to provide suitable residences for 
their labourers, and to offer the labourer substantial benefit in the 
acquisition of a comfortable residence, and the possession of a small 
portion of land. 

With respect to the landlord, if he be not afforded some easy 
means of obtaining re-possession of a house which has been 
erected at his cost, he evidently will not he inclined to expend 
any portion of his income in building cottages which might be 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




n 



Reports of Poor Law Inspectors 



retained by an improvident, immoral, or careless labourer ; and I 
also think that so long as electoral division rating continues, land- 
lords Trill be slow to erect residences for persons the support of 
•whom and their families may eventually fall on the electoral divi- 
sion in -which the houses are situate. 

In submitting the foregoing suggestions for consideration, I 
have been careful to maintain a balance of interest between the 
landlord and tenant and the labourer, especially as any enactment 
too favourable to the latter would frustrate the object in view, 
as the landlords or tenant farmers would not, under such circum- 
stances, take advantage of any permissive legislation which would 
in their opinion prove injurious to their own interests. 

I have the honour, Gentlemen, to remain. 

Your obedient servant, 

Charles Choker King, Poor Law Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Poem op Ageebment. 

This agreement witnesses that as landlord agrees to let 

and that as tenant agrees to hold the following 

tenement, viz., in the county of and townland of 
from the day of by the at the rent of shillings 

pence, payable on and it has also been agreed that the 
landlord shall keep out both wind and rain, and that the tenant shall 
preserve the interior in a fair state of repair, allowance being made for 
ordinary wear and tear. 

Signed this day of landlord. 

Signed this day of tenant. 



No. 6.— Report from Dr. Roughan. 

(District comprised in the Counties of Cavan, Leitrim, Mayo, Sligo, and Roscommon.) 

Sligo, June 7th, 1872. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 9tli ultimo, requesting me to furnish some 
information for Her Majesty’s Government on the question of 
“ Labourers’ Dwellings ” in Ireland, and indicating by the fol- 
lowing queries the particular points _ on which information was 
sought : — 

1. What would be the most convenient and suitable tenure for 
labourers’ dwellings ? 

2. What quantity of land might be attached to, or let with the 
cottage ? 

3. What should be the maximum amount of rent for house and 
land which should properly be within the statute ? 

4. If the letting be in writing, could a short and simple form 
be suggested ? 
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5. If the letting be not in writing, what should the landlord 
he bound to do in order to exercise the summary powers given ? 

6. What authority should decide whether landlord had com- 
plied with requirement of the Act ? 

7. What restrictions, if any, should he imposed on tenants 
letting cottages to labourers under this Act 1 

9. Gould any system of registration of labourers’ dwellings, 
involving inspection, &c., he adopted with advantage ? 

10. Can you suggest any modification in the existing regu- 
lations for procuring loans which would tend to encourage more 
numerous applications, and to simplify the present mode of 
obtaining advances ? 

Before I approach those particular- points I desire to make 
a few preliminary observations. The agricultural work in 
my district is performed by four classes of labourers. — 1st. 
Farmers holding twenty acres of land and upwards, who with 
domestic servant boys and members of their own families, work 
on their own farms, and never for hire. 2nd. Small tenant 
farmers, who supplement their means of living from their farms 
by the wages of daily labour. It is chiefly from this class that 
harvestmen are supplied in such large numbers to England and 
Scotland. The 3rd, or what may be called the purely rural 
labourers, who have nothing to depend on except the wages 
derived from their labour ; this class is not now by any means as 
numerous as might be imagined, it has been very much diminished 
by migration to towns, and emigration to America. The habita- 
tions of those that remain, with the exception of a few in the 
domains of landlords, are wretched, miserable, comfortless hovels ; 
but it must not be understood that all the wretched and dilapi- 
dated houses scattered through the district are altogether those 
belonging to this class. Many of them are the dwellings of the 
small farmers previously referred to. The 4th, or town labourers, 
are a very numerous class, and many of them are, if possible, 
worse housed than the rural labourers. They are crowded in 
wretched cabins and miserable garrets, for which they pay the 
rent of reasonable dwellings. I visited some of those habitations 
very lately in Sligo, Ballina, and other towns in my district, and 
was horrified at their condition. How they lie down to rest, how 
they can sleep, how common decency is preserved, how they are 
not stricken down by disease, is beyond conception. In my hum- 
ble opinion the habitations of this class demand legislative 
interference on the grounds of public health, as well as for the 
amelioration of the creatures themselves, as much, if not more than 
the rural labourer, who in his cabin, dilapidated and wretched 
though it he, has the benefit of wholesome country air, and is not 
obliged to breathe the tainted atmosphere of closed courts, lanes, 
and alleys. If not presumptuous on my part to do so, I would 
venture to suggest that if possible the Act in. contemplation 
should be so enlarged as to include in its provisions this much 
neglected class. The hoards of guardians might for all purposes 
be placed in the same position as landlords and proprietors m 
rural districts. The Commissioners of Public Works might be 
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empowered to make loans to boards of guardians, in the same way 
as they are at present authorized to do to town, commissioners, 
under the 8th and 9th ss. 29 & 80 Vic. cap. 44, so as to enable 
the guardians, subject to the approval of the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners, or the Local Government Board, to provide a sufficient 
number of labourers’ dwellings in the vicinity of towns where 
they may be required. I do not think a pecuniary loss would be 
sustained in carrying this project which I have hinted at into 
effect, as I think the cost of purchasing sites, and the annual 
instalments in payment of principal and interest, would be fully 
met by the rent which would be willingly paid for the tenements. 
Having said so much I shall now proceed to deal with the points 
on which information is particularly sought. 

1st. In my opinion the tenure on which labourers’ cottages 
should he held must be so regulated that almost perfect freedom 
of occupancy should exist between the owner and the occupier of 
the cottage. If the tenant disliked his position, or thought he could 
improve it by wages or otherwise, he could not be restrained from 
changing it ; on the other hand, if the owner was dissatisfied with 
the manner in which the labourer discharged his duties, or that he 
did not consider him a desirable person to continue, the same privi- 
lege should in all fairness be extended to him. At the same time 
the tenure should be such that neither could be taken by surprise 
or at a disadvantage; in my opinion it should be from year to 
year, with power to each party to terminate it by a month’s 
notice in writing, giving power to magistrates in Petty Sessions 
to give summary order for obtaining re-possession of the cottage 
and land attached thereto, if overheld, and also to determine the 
amount of compensation, if any, to be paid to the tenant for 
growing crops, manure, or soil. Probably this mode of letting 
might be the best, under all circumstances, for prolonging occupa- 
tion, and for causing mutual forbearance and the discharge of 
mutual duties. 

2nd. The quantity of land that might be advantageously let 
with the cottage, in my opinion, and in that of others, on whose 
judgment in such matters I place much reliance, should not ex- 
ceed a statute acre, or be less than two roods. If more is given 
it cannot be profitably cultivated without interfering with the 
appropriation of the labour which should be at the disposal of the 
employer. One acre of land well cultivated would afford an ample 
supply of potatoes and other vegetables, and would be found more 
profitable than double the quantity which, necessarily, should be 
hastily and carelessly tilled. 

3rd. The rent at which the cottage and land would be set, 
would depend very much on surrounding circumstances, as ex- 
penditure on house, quality of land, rate of wages, perquisites or 
conveniences given, such as turf, firewood, milk, grass for a oow ; 
but to answer the question as well as I can, I think the maximum 
rent recoverable under this statute should not exceed £4 a year, 
or 6s. 8d. a month, the landlord undertaking by agreement, which 
should always be in writing, to keep the cottage watertight and 
in substantial repair. 
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The agreement under which the cottage is to be held might be 
on a short simple printed form, to be sold by clerks of petty 
sessions, at a nominal price, and free from stamp duty. I beg to 
suggest the following as one that might be adopted 

Form A. — Laboumsks’ Dwellings Act, 1871. 

I, A. B., as proprietor, agree to let, and I, C. D., as labourer, agree to 
hold the cottage, together with of land attached, situate on the 

townland of Electoral Division of Union of subject to 
the rent of payable . Tenancy to commence on the 

day of and terminable by a month’s notice in writing in the manner 

directed by this statute. 

I, A. B., undertake to keep the cottage watertight and in substantial 
repair. 

1, 0. D., undertake to keep it and the premises clean, orderly, and free 
from nuisance. 

Dated this day of 

(Signed) Landlord. 

(Signed) Tenant. 

To avoid litigation and disputes no letting under this statute 
should be made except on a prescribed form, somewhat similar to 
the above; if otherwise done, the landlord should be precluded 
from exercising the summary powers given by the Act ; if done by 
a tenant farmer, he should be disentitled from recovering rent, and 
be subject to a penalty for a violation of the statute. In this 
latter letting power ought to be given to the landlord to interfere, 
and to compel the parties to enter into an agreement in accordance 
with the provisions of the statute, and thus prevent what would 
otherwise amount to subletting. 

Disputes no doubt will arise from time to time between owners 
and occupiers of cottages under this Act, and must be referred to 
some tribunal for arbitration. Those of a serious nature should 
be heard and decided by magistrates in petty sessions, with power 
of appeal to quarter sessions, and those of a trivial kind might be 
adjusted by a Labourers’ Cottage Board. 

Tenant farmers setting cottages under this Act should be re- 
garded in the same light as proprietors, should have the same 
privileges, and be bound by the same obligations ; the only restric- 
tions I would be inclined to place on them would be that the 
cottage should be set bond fide to a labourer required for tlie 
proper cultivation of the farm, and that no persons except the 
immediate members of the labourer’s family should be allowed to 
inhabit it. 

I am aware that tenant farmers in rural districts far away from 
towns, experience much inconvenience from not being permitted 
to have a labourers’ residence on their farm, and I think it would 
be only right in case the landlord refused to provide a labourers’ 
dwelling, found to be necessary, that the tenant should be enabled 
to build it. To carry this into effect power should be given to 
the Commissioners of Public Works to make loans on tenancies 
from year to year of the minimum value of £20 and so on, on a 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Drawings, 
Nos. 1 to 20 



78 Reports of Poor Lara Inspectors 

proportionate fixed scale, subject to tlie recommendation of the 
Labourers’ Cottage Board, and approval of the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners, or the Local Government Board. 

Lettings to caretakers should be defined in writing, and juris- 
diction given to Magistrates in Petty Sessions to summarily order 
the removal, not only of a caretaker put into possession by the 
owner's permission, but of persons put into possession by a former 
caretaker without the owner’s knowledge. I have known an in- 
stance where a bench of magistrates decided they had no juris- 
diction to order the removal of the son-in-law of a deceased care- 
taker, who set it up as a defence that lie had been placed in 
possession of the house by his late father-in-law, without the per- 
mission of the owner. 

A system of registration of labourers’ dwellings could he 
organised through the machinery of the Board of Guardians acting 
as a Labourers’ Cottage Board ; the lettings could with facility he 
registered in the office of the Clerk of the Union, and an efficient 
inspection could be performed by the relieving officers (the number 
if found necessary might be increased) ; he should be invested with 
full powers, to compel the occupiers to keep the cottages in a clean, 
orderly, and decent condition, inside and outside ; if this is not done 
until such time as cleanly habits are engendered, the cottages, no 
matter how neat when given to them, will soon he found in as 
filthy a condition as their present habitations. 

I have had no practical knowledge of the working of the regu- 
lations under which loans are obtained for the building of labourers’ 
dwellings, nor am I aware of any instance in which a proprietor 
in my district has availed himself of the privileges of the Labourers’ 
Dwellings Act of 1860. I have no reason to think they were pre- 
vented doing so by any stringency of the regulation ; I rather think 
they were deterred by the expense and the dread that the persons 
whom they might put in occupation would some time or other be- 
come a charge on tire rates of the electoral division. 

The first rule, which fixes the minimum sum to be lent at £100, 
should be altered to £50, and the period for repayment of loans 
should be extended from thirty-five to forty or forty-five years, 
and the annual instalment in payment of principal and interest he 
reduced from five per cent, to three and a half or four per cent. 

Preliminary expenses should he borne by the Treasury, and in 
small loans instalments of one-third instead of one-fifth might be 
issued. 

Power should be given to Board of Works to make loans on 
tenancies of the minimum value of £20, aud so on, on a propor- 
tionate scale, subject to certain conditions, and to the approval of 
the Poor Law Commissioners or Local Government Board. 

The designs for labourers’ cottages published by the Board of 
1 Works are not, I think, suited to the requirements of the country, 
being far too expensive. What is most required to improve the 
condition of the labourers is that they should be provided with 
fair substantial dwellings at a moderate cost. A comfortable 
thatched house with a living room reaching to the roof 12 x 16 
feet, with two bedrooms off it 12 x 7 feet, boarded and ceiled, 
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erected on cheerful site convenient to a public road, would be 
much more acceptable to the labourer than an expensive slated 
house in which as they say themselves they would be perished in 
winter and broiled in summer. Landlords and proprietors would 
prefer slated houses on the grounds of durability, and say that 
whatever the expense at first is, it will be found cheaper in the 
end to slate; under all circumstances, it would I think be well that 
the Board of Works should not refuse to permit the erection of 
thatched labourers’ cottages, the construction of which in. my 
opinion should be encouraged as much as possible. 

The enclosed yards, privy and ashpit might I think for the pre- 
sent (in country districts) be dispensed with. I admit it would 
be desirable to have them, yet the Irish labourer of this generation 
does not much require them. I would build the cottage now and 
hope at some future time to add the conveniences. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) Geoege R. Roijghan, P.L.I. 



Labourers’ Dwellings Act, 187 . 

• I, A. B., as proprietor, agree to let, and I, C. D., as labourer, agree to 
hold, the cottage, together with of land attached, situate on the 

townland of , electoral division of , union of , subject 
to the rent of , payable , tenancy to commence on the 

day of , and terminable by a month’s notice, in writing, in the 
maimer directed by this statute. 

I, A. B., undertake to keep tko cottage watertight, and in substantial 
repair. 

I, 0. D., undertake to keep it and the premises clean, orderly, and 
free from nuisance. 

Dated this day of 

(Signed) Landlord. 

(Signed) Tenant. 



No. 7 . — Report prom Mr. R. Hamilton. 

(District comprised in the counties of Antrim', Cavan, Donegal, Fermanagh, Leitrim, 
Londonderry, Monaghan, and Tyrone.) 

Strabane, June 27, 1872. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of 
your letter of the 9th ultimo, No. 78, M. 72, in which you express 
the desire of Her Majesty’s Government to obtain, through the 
Poor Law Inspectors, information on various matters relating to 
labourers’ dwellings in this country. 

1 regret the delay which has taken place in furnishing you with 
the report you ask for ; but owing to the death of a near relative 
I was unable to take active steps for obtaining the required par- 
ticulars until after the 24th. 

I then wrote to upwards of one hundred gentlemen, who, as I 
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had reason to believe, had practical knowledge and experience of 
the labouring classes in my distinct, and were therefore in a posi- 
tion to give useful and reliable information on the subject. 

I sent to each of them a copy of the annexed queries (marked 
A), and asked them to supply me with their views and suggestions 
on the various matters ; and I take this opportunity of thanking 
these gentlemen for the promptness and cordiality with which 
they responded to my, I fear, troublesome application. 

Lor the purpose of my report, the labouring population in this 
district may conveniently be divided into four classes. 

The first are those who are hired as servants, and who reside in 
the houses of their employers ; this class consists entirely of un- 
married men. The practice is to hire them for a period of about 
six months, at the end of which time they either enter into anew 
agreement with their employer, or leave them, and seek employ- 
ment elsewhere. 

The second class consists of those who have cottages, for which 
they either pay rent to their employers, or which they receive as 
part payment of their wages. They are always married men, and 
are generally hired by the half year ; but their wages are paid 
weekly. In most instances they remain in the same service so 
long as both parties (employer and employed) continue satisfied 
with each other. As a rule, they get a small garden along with 
the house, and in addition about a rood of the farmer’s own land, 
in which to plant their potatoes. 

The third class is entirely composed of those who live in country 
villages and towns, which are favourite places of resort, as the 
females and younger members of the family can obtain employ- 
ment in the mills and factories, which are generally to be found 
in such localities ; but nowhere are the labouring classes so badly 
housed as in these towns and villages. 

The fourth class consists of those who hold their cottages, not 
of the tenant farmers, hut of the head landlords. This class is 
principally composed of those small farmers who have not sufficient 
occupation for all the members of their families upon their own 
holdings. 

Unfortunately the labouring classes are sometimes but little 
sensible of the benefits to be derived from healthful and comfort- 
able dwellings. I know of instances where houses have been con- 
structed for them at considerable expense, and in spite of the exer- 
tions of the landlords are kept in a filthy and disgusting condition. 

I believe that nothing would conduce more to the improvement 
of labourers’ dwellings than to afford increased facilities to land- 
lords for building cottages for the use of the labouring population 
on their estates. 

One gentleman, in his reply, states that he has built largely 
under the Board of Works, and would have built more only for 
the difficulty arising out of the endless correspondence which a 
negotiation with that body entails. 

It was evidently the intention of the framers of the Land Act 
of 1 870 to aid the landlord in such enterprises — at least that seems 
to be the intention of the 10th section of the Act, by which it is 
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enacted “that any landlord may, after six months’ notice in 
■writing, resume possession from a yearly tenant of so much land 
(not to exceed, on the 'whole, one twenty-fifth part of any indi- 
vidual holding) as he may require for the bond fide purpose of 
erecting thereon one or more labourers’ cottages, with or without 
gardens attached ;’’ and it is provided that such resumption shall 
not, unless unreasonable, be deemed a disturbance of the tenant, 
and shall not subject the landlord to any claim for compensation, 
except for improvements, beyond an abatement of rent propor- 
tionable to the value of the land so resumed. 

This power of resumption is, as Mr. Butt has pointed out in his 
hook on the Land Act, given in such ambiguous language that no 
prudent man would venture to use it, as by so doing he might 
find himself involved in an endless series of difficulties. For in- 
stance, it does not appear whether the notice here spoken of is 
in effect a practical notice to quit, which would require a stamp 
of 2s. 6 d., or whether it is a “ notice of resumption,” such as is not 
unfrequently found in leases where it is stipulated that a lessor 
may, in giving notice to a lessee, resume possession on certain con- 
ditions of a portion of the land demised. .Again, is the landlord’s 
power of resumption exhausted by one exercise of it, or may he 
on a subsequent occasion resume a twenty-fifth part of the holding 
which consists of the residue of the original one ? Again, would, 
it be unreasonable conduct on the part of the landlord to take 
possession of one twenty-fifth of a holding where the cottages to 
he erected are intended for the use of labourers who are not to 
work on such holding, but are to be employed either by the land- 
lord himself, or any other person who may require them 1 In 
short, a list of difficulties would arise before a landlord could 
avail himself of that section, and therefore I am of opinion some 
additional facilities should be given to such landlords as may be 
desirous to build houses for the labourers who reside on their 
estates. 

I am also of opinion that tenant farmers, under certain restric- 
tions, should bo encouraged in ever} 7 possible way to erect suitable 
dwelling-houses for the labourers actually employed in the culti- 
vation of their farms. 

As regards the first question in your letter, that concerning the 
most convenient and suitable tenure for labourers' dwellings, I 
am distinctly of opinion that it is most undesirable to implicate 
the relation of master and servant by adding to it that of landlord 
and tenant, and thereby creating a two-fold contract between the 
parties; therefore, I think that where the labourer holds his cottage 
direct from his employer, there should be no “tenure at all; but 
that the labourer should get his house as part payment of his 
wages. 

It appears from the papers sent to me that the term of hiring 
varies in different localities. In some places labourers are hired 
by the year, in others by the half-year. In others, again, by the 
month, and sometimes by the week, and in almost all the papers 
the period of tenure suggested is identical with the term of hiring. 
I am, therefore, of opinion, that if the labourer is to be made the 
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tenant, as -well as tlie servant of his employer, the period of his 
tenm-e should exactly correspond with the length of his service 
and should terminate when his employment ends. 

If rent is charged for the house it ought to he paid monthly 
or weekly, or at such times as the labourers’ wages become pay- 
able, for if a labourer were permitted to accumulate more than a 
month’s arrears, it would be doubtful whether he could ever clear 
them off, except by having his wages stopped. 

In respect to the second query, that relating to the quantity of 
land which might be attached to, or let with each cottage. 

A rood of land is the quantity which is suggested by the great 
majority of those whom I have consulted. None of them re- 
commend that any quantity exceeding one acre should be let along 
with a cottage. 

I am of opinion that no land should be attached to a labourer’s 
cottage, except a small garden at the rere of it. The labourers 
have but little time at their disposal, and are not able to cultivate 
properly more than a rood of land, the consequence will be, if a 
larger quantity be given them, that their gardens will soon become 
exhausted from had and insufficient tillage, and they would derive 
less beuefit from a large holding badly managed, than from a small 
and more easily cultivated piece of land. 

It is a common practice for a farmer to give a portion of ground 
to a labourer under a species of conacre contract ; the farmer 
ploughing and labouring the land, while the labourer supplies the 
seed and manure. In such cases, the farmer gives the labourer 
each year a different piece of ground from that which he had the 
year before, according to the farmer’s own convenience, and no 
definite or ascertained portion of ground is set apart for the ex- 
clusive use of the labourer. The farmer, frequently, in addition 
to this, gives grass for a cow. I believe that arrangements of this 
kind are most beneficial and convenient for both parties, and I 
think it would be very impolitic to discourage such contracts and 
agreements by any statutory enactments which would render it 
impossible for a farmer to obtain Government assistance in the 
erection of labourers’ cottages unless he abandoned the practice of> 
making such agreements as I have described, and instead thereof 
let to his labourers certain portions of land to be attached to their 
cottages. 

. In cases where the labourer holds a garden, or other piece of 
land along with his dwelling, I think that in the event of his 
service terminating from misconduct on his part, before the crop 
has arrived at maturity, he should have no claim against his 
employer .beyond the value of his manure, his seed, and his 
labour. 

The amount of compensation should be settled, in case of a dis- 
pute, by two or more Justices of the Peace at petty sessions. 
Arrears of rent, if any, should of course be deducted from the 
amount of compensation, and the magistrates’ warrant for posses- 
sion should not issue, till after the sum awarded as compensation 
has been paid. 

- As. to the third query, that which has reference to the maximunv 
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amount of rent which ought to be within the statute, the sug- 
gestions vary from Is. to 2s. per week, It is, however, becoming 
more and more common every day to charge no rent whatever, 
hut to give the cottage and garden as part payment of the 
labourer’s wages, and this, as I have already stated, seems to me 
to be the most rational and sensible practice. 

With reference to the fourth query, it seems to be the general 
opinion that there ought to be a short written agreement between 
the employer and the labourer, and various forms are suggested. 
Several gentlemen are of opinion the agreement should.be regis- 
tered by the clerk of Petty Sessions. I do not think that the 
contract ought necessarily to be in writing, for it should be re- 
membered that a large portion of the labouring classes are unable 
either to read or write, and in some remote places they are not 
able to speak or understand the English language — the member of 
such people is, however, rapidly diminishing, in consequence of 
the spread of education by means of the National schools. I 
think the shortest and most effectual way to meet such cases 
would be to enact that in all oral contracts or contracts not reduced 
to writing, certain specified conditions -should be invariably im- 
plied by law. 

Query 5 inquires “ What the landlord should be bound to do 
when the letting is not in writing, in order to exercise the sum- . 
mary powers given ?” 

It is not however stated what these summary powers are, or 
what they relate to, and therefore it is by no means easy to 
answer the question. 

I think, as I stated in my answer to the last query, that in all 
cases where the contract is not reduced to writing, certain speci- 
fied statutory conditions should be by law implied in the contract 
of hiring, and the landlord, before he is permitted to evict the 
labourer, ought to be compelled to prove that he had in all 
respects fulfilled and complied with these conditions. 

1 think it would perhaps be advisable that in all such cases 
the disputes arising out of breaches of such oral agreements 
should be disposed of, not at Petty Sessions before the Magis- 
trates, but before the Chairman at Quarter Sessions. 

Query 6. As to the authority which should determine whether 
the landlord had complied with, the requirements of the Acts, all 
parties are unanimously of opinion that it ought to be the 
Justices of the Peace at Petty Sessions. I think all these cases 
should be heard before two or more Justices who have no interest 
in the matter, and I would give an appeal from their decision to 
the Chairman at Quarter Sessions, and make the procedure as 
simple and as cheap as possible. 

Query 7. What restrictions should be imposed on tenants 
letting cottages to labourers under this Act ? 

I think that there should not be more than one cottage for 
every twenty-five acres of arable land in the farm. 

The suggestions vary as to the limited quantity from twenty 
' to thirty acres, ' ' '■ -:f 

■ F 2 
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I think, too, that in all cases a tenant should apply for his 
landlord’s consent before he proceeds to build labourers’ cottages ; 
if the landlord refuse, and if the tenant deem the refusal unrea- 
sonable, he should be able to appeal to the Chairman of Quarter 
Sessions, who should have power to issue an order permitting the 
tenant to erect such cottages notwithstanding the landlord's 
refusal, if the Chairman be of opinion that such refusal is unrea- 
sonable. 

Care should also be taken- that the tenant should not abuse 
this advantage by erecting cottages, and putting their children 
when they marry into them, and should not under the pretence 
of providing dwellings for farm labourers, really construct habi- 
tations for squatters. Moreover, it is highly expedient to take 
precautions against a practice which, it is to be feared, might, if 
the labourers had entire control over their cottages, spring up, 
that of letting rooms to lodgers and vagrants, and other objection- 
able characters. I think also it would, for similar reasons, be 
extremely objectionable to allow spirit licences to be given to 
farm labourers, who should not be permitted to keep public 
houses. 

With a view to prevent practices of this sort, a system of regis- 
tration would he found useful. 

Query 8. In reply to the 8th query, in which it is asked 
“ Whether any special provisions are required in the case of 
houses occupied by caretakers,” I have to state that my corre- 
spondents are all most unanimously of opinion that no change in 
the law is needed, and that the powers provided by the statutes 
now in force are quite adequate for cases of this nature, and have 
been found to work satisfactorily. 

Query 9. As to the 9th query respecting the advisability of 
adopting a system of registration of labourers’ dwellings, which 
would involve inspection, nearly all the gentlemen I consulted are 
of opinion that some system of registration is requisite, but there 
is a considerable diversity of opinion as to what is the best kind 
of inspection to adopt. Some gentlemen suggest that these 
buildings should be registered by the clerk of Petty Sessions, and 
should be periodically inspected either by an officer of the Board 
of Public Works, or by a sanitary inspector or other officers of 
the Poor Law guardians. The following have also been recom- 
mended as inspectors — the county surveyors, the constabulary, 
the relieving officers, and the dispensary doctors. 

Beyond question it is desirable the houses should be periodi- 
cally inspected, and a report made as to the condition in which 
they are kept. In my opinion this duty could he discharged 
more efficiently by the sanitary inspector of the district than by 
any other local official, and for the purpose of such inspection I 
think that all houses built under the Act ought to be registered 
by the clerk of the Poor Law Union. 

Query 10. By the 10th query I am asked whether “I can 
suggest any modification in the existing regulations for procuring 
loans, which would tend to encourage more numerous applica- 
tions, and to simplify the present mode of obtaining advances ? 
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Various suggestions have been made by many of my corre- 
spondents ; they are almost unanimous upon the necessity of some 
simplification, and seem to be of opinion, that while the present 
regulations are in force very few farmers will resort to the Board 
of Works for aid. 

The first thing to be done is to place the means of obtaining 
information as to the terms and conditions on which money will 
be advanced within easy reach of the farmers. 

With a view to this, Mr. Sankey, agent over large estates in 
Fermanagh and other counties, and. a gentleman of much expe- 
rience, suggests that the clerks of Petty Sessions should be em- 
ployed to keep forms of applications for loans, and should, at the 
request of intending borrowers, fill up these forms, and forward 
them to the proper authorities, and they might be supplied with 
small books or pamphlets containing information as to the terms 
on which the Board wer-e willing to make advances, which might 
be sold to farmers at a small price. 

I think it would also be advantageous to give the same powers 
to clerks of Poor Law Unions, and postmasters and mistresses at 
the various money order offices through the country. The Petty 
Sessions clerks however, are admirably fitted to discharge duties 
of this nature, they are of easy access, have plenty of time on their 
hands, and understand the filling up of forms, being accustomed 
to keep registers, and such other books and records as are in the 
custody of the Petty Sessions courts ; a scale of fees might be fixed 
for their remuneration, or stamps might be used for that purpose, 
and such a method of payment would make it their interest to 
circulate information, and to induce farmers to take advantage of 
any opportunities afforded to them. 

Again, it is of importance that the costs of making application 
and obtaining loans, and having plans, &c., made, should be reason- 
able. 

I think that the Court of Quarter Sessions would be the cheapest 
and best tribunal, before which the tenant could be invited to es- 
tablish the facts entitling him to an advance from the Board under 
the Act. The chairman could take the necessary evidence, and re- 
port it to the Commissioners. 

The Civil Bill Court moreover, is a tribunal with which the 
farmers are generally familiar, and it is readily accessible, and is 
not expensive. It has other advantages besides. Under the Land 
Act of 1870, the Commissioners of Public Works are empowered 
to make advances both to landlords and tenants, under certain 
circumstances, and'it is provided that the lands in respect of which 
such advances are made, shall upon an order to that effect being 
made by the Civil Bill Court, stand charged with annuities at 
the rate of £5 per cent, on the. money so advanced for the term of 
thirty-five years ; and by the 56th section, provision is made for 
the registration by the clerk of the peace of all charging orders so 
made by the Court. 

There is, therefore, in. these courts, a machinery for registering 
such charges as must he created on holdings, if farmers are to be 
induced to avail themselves of any powers of borrowing from the 
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Board of Public Works. It is obviously unadvisablo to multiply 
methods of registration, for to do so, would in the north offfl 
at least, increase the expense of selling forms, and thereby inS 
with the ready transfer of a holding from one tenant to another 
as it would render it necessary in all cases' to make completed 

A tenant should also be able to got advances upon the security 

tLi/T”? T yeav *? year ’ at least ’ he should in the north of 
Imland, where he can borrow upon the secuHty of his Wt- 

i °l ^ ? P F Ec f ti0U shouId in a11 «■*» he given to a land 

ord and should also be published in the local newspaper, in Ser 
that if the applicant have any creditors, they may have an oppor 
tumty of coming forward and objecting * eanoppor- 

The landlord should have power to make an agreement with 
the tenant, whereby the latter might undertake to pay an increased 
rent to the landlord on condition of his giving security fofthe 
tenant when obtaining a loan. y toe 

The last two queries in your letter relate to the class of honsa 
best suited for a labourer’s dwelling. 1 ™ 

a number of gentlemen and farmers personaUv 

as well as by letter, with regard to this subject P y 

much so diversit y of opinion amongst them so 

much so, that I believe it would be impossible to frame anv plan 

fh W0UId be S enerall y acceptable, and I am persuaded 

that the best course to adopt would be to make a “E n of 

specimen plans, easily understood, and not too expensive and to 
iet each applicant select from among these plans the one which 
p eased him best, and if he did not film any of them tlmn tS 

EiTtheB^of^ 0 ^ 18 0Wn t0 the arohi ’ tect “• 0 *er 

■, L tb Board °f Works for approval, and if the plan be an- 
Lcordance 6 Srt . ^ * Sll ° Uld « et to build fn 

faboCr The 0 ssras 

geX L Zw ?n!f f0l leSSt H i50 ’ wllile the landlords and 
Lilclfn^a^lcnl ?°rt ’ Hre 1Q feV0Ur 0f a more C08 % style of 
Theilis htwevm te ‘u "T, necessai T from £40 to £80. 
accommodation Z ?°? slder t Ue unani ®ity as to the amount of 
opinion is eth h n f f m deoenc y and comfort. The prevailing 
to the roof and twf ? boidd con tain a kitchen or living room, open 
bedrooms a vorr^ 8 e epmg rooms on ground floor, and over these 
rere and in ?+?f • 1<>f \ and tllat there should be a yard at the 
a Pf lv f and a c ®f Pool or manure pit. I think there 
the o-rass for cow vtJf ’ 38 c °ttagers keep pigs, and where 

for a cow ® lven ' there should also be an outhouse or shed 

hoMe*wieftS°nf^ roof for a labourer’s 

rence of oninion or, ^ ± r .thatch, there is a remarkable concur- 
P i longst the parties. I have consulted farmers 
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as well as gentry, and with hardly an exception, they have de- 
clared in favour of a roof of slates in preference to one of thatch. 

It is admitted that a thatched house is warmer and more com- 
fortable than a slated one, but as thatch is so constantly in need 
of renovation, and the cost of keeping it in repair is so heavj r , 
owing to the high price of straw, the farming class as a rule, are 
now entirely averse to it. 

Slates are more expensive in the first instance, but in the long 
run are considered to be far cheaper, and where the roofs of slated 
houses are properly boarded or ceiled on the inside, the dwellings 
are nearly as warm as a thatched house. 

I do not feel in a position to suggest any alteration or change 
in the various plans of labourers’ dwellings which you sent with 
your letter. 

Three plans have been more or less approved of by the parties 
whom I consulted on the subject of them ; however on the whole, 
they are considered rather too expensive for general purposes. 

Many gentlemen, and also farmers, are strongly in favour of 
having blocks of two or more houses built together contiguously, 
as it is estimated that a saving to the extent of one-third of the 
cost of each cottage is thereby effected. 

I annex the following plans of labourers’ cottages, which have 
been forwarded to me, and which have been favourably reported on. 

No. 1 is a plan for a block of four houses built by J. Adams, 
esq., J.P., D.L., of Ballydovit, county Londonderry. 

It appears the four houses cost £181 7s. 6 d., or £43 6s. lOcZ. for 
each house. 

A letter from Mr. Adams, giving some particulars respecting 
these houses, as well as the specification, is attached to the plan. ■ 

Blocks of houses of nearly the same description have been built 
in this immediate neighbourhood. The plan is very simple ; in 
fact, the house is nothing more than one large, lofty room, extend- 
ing from gable to gable, with either one or two bed-rooms, accord- 
ing to size of house, partitioned off at one side, and over this 
partition a sleeping loft, railed round, and the entire roof left open. 
At the back door there is a porch, which is used for washing. 

■The people who live in these cottages seem to approve of them as 
dwelling-houses, and where the family is small and the children 
young the accommodation is considered to be quite sufficient. 

The proprietor lias informed me that he has recently erected a 
number of them, and that the cost of each house did not exceed 
£33. 

This is perhaps thelowest andeheapestdescription of housewhich 
could be recognised with any regard to decency and comfort. 

No. 2 is a plan of labourers’ houses built by Mr. M'Crea, of 
Grange, county Derry — a very extensive farmer and a gentleman 
of much experience in building. A letter from him explaining 
the accommodation, and also an estimate of the cost, are attached 
to the plan. 

In. writing to me he states that " these houses obtained the 
Agricultural Society’s premium, with a certificate from the judges 
that they left .all competition far behind.” 



Drawing, 
No. 35. 



Drawing, 
No. 3G. 
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Drawing , 
No. ST. 



Drawing, 
No. 38. 



Drawings, 
Nos. 35 to 
38. 



Drawing , 
No. 35. 



No. S is a plan of two labourers’ houses, built contiguous to each 
other. 

I received this plan from Captain Strong, .r.p., agent over Sir 
Henry Bruce’s and other estates in county Derry. 

No. 4 is from Mr. Sankey, the gentleman already referred to in 
this report. He gives plans of three cottages, and he considers 
they are the lowest class of houses which should he built. 

I have now laid before you such information as I have been 
able to collect, and offered such suggestions, either my own, or 
else obtained from others, as seemed to me likely to prove useful. 
I regret that I have not been able to do more, but my apology fox 
the imperfections of this report must be the very peculiar and 
difficult nature of the subject, relating, as it does, not to such 
matters of fact as are within the cognizance of all, hut to matters 
of opinion regarding which there may and does prevail the widest 
diversity of views, even amongst those who are most intimately 
familiar with the facts — facts, too, which are but little likely to 
be brought under the notice of a Poor Law Inspector in the dis- 
charge of his ordinary and customary duties. 

I have the honour to be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 

(Signed) R Hamilton. 



(B.) 

Plans of Labourers' Cottages. 

No. 1. — Prom John Adams, esq., J.F., D.L., Ballydevitt, county Berry. 
No. 2.- — Prom Robert M'Crea, esq., Grange House, Strabane, county 
Tyrone. 

No. 3. — Prom Edmond Strong, esq., j.r., Manor House, Coleraine. 
No. i . — Prom Mathew Sankey, esq., j.p., Lurgan Brae, Brookborough. 



Ballydevitt, Ballymoney, 3, 6, 1872. 

My dear Sir, — I now have the pleasure of enclosing plan and specifica- 
tion for cottages. The contractpricefor/bwis£181 7 s. tid.,or£45 6s. 10(2. 
per house, according to this plan, &c. ; hut as two of the houses will 
be occupied by men having large families, I am getting them lofted over the 
kitchen, to give more room for beds, at an additional cost easily calculated. 

I may add these are the cheapest I can think of getting erected, to give 
anything like comfortable accommodation. Other houses, better and a 
little more roomy, I got built and finished at £60 to £70 per house for 
workmen earning good wages ; but they have to pay about £3 18s. yearly 
rent ; rather, they are set weekly, at Is. 6d. per week ; and for the 
houses first named, now in course of erection, according to enclosed plan, 
(fee., I intend to charge at only Is. per week. They are for commonwork- 
men, earning from 9s. to 12s. per week. 

If you wish any further information or explanation, I shall be happy 
to give it on healing from you. 

. Yours very truly, 

John Adams. 

R Hamilton, esq., Poor Law Inspector, <fec., Strabane. 
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Specification of sundry Works to be clone in building Four Houses for Drawing, 
John Adams, esquire, Ballydevitt, according to the accompanying No. 34. 
Plan. 

Excavation. — Remove all soil, and dig out foundations to the several 
depths required, leaving all overplus stuff where may be approved of by 
Mr. Adams. 

Foundations. — Lay all foundations with large stones, well and tho- 
roughly hearted, so that a good and permanent foundation may be insured. 

Brickwork. — All walls to be built of good, well-burnt brick, and in 
accordance with the sizes, either figured or measured, on plan; also to the 
several heights given. 

Freestone. — Freestone blocks to all doors ; door sills to he fire-clay, 
and slate sills to all windows. ' 

Carpenter. — All the timber thorough to be deal, well-seasoned scant- 
lings, as per plan ; a movable step-ladder for four houses. Rafter and 
joints to be one foot space and place. 

Slater. — Coyer all roofs with good countess slates of approved quality, 
with wrought-iron nails, two to each slate ; strapping around chimneys ; 
all roofs rendered. 

Plasterer. — All walls to be finished in two coats, and skimmed with 
lime putty ; no pebble dashing outside ; sand to he sharp, and free from 
loam. Outside of the houses to be rough-cast properly. 

Floors. — Lay all floors, except bed-rooms, which are to be joists and 
boards, with good English tiles, bedded in mortar. 

Spouting. — Provide and fix spouting on either eave of houses, 4-inch, 
having sufficient drop to carry away water. 

Skylights. — Two metal skylights to large house, and one skylight to 
each of the small ones, properly fixed with lead, so as to secure against 
damp ; about 3 feet by 1 foot 3 inches. 

Grates. — Provide and fix six kitchen grates complete. 

Outside doors to be all 1-inch sheeted and ledged. 

Inside Doors. — All inside doors to be j-inch sheeted, properly hung, 
and having sufficient fittings. 

Painting. — All wood work to be properly primed. 

General Conditions. — All the works to be done in a neat and work- 
manlike manner, and in the specified time, and to the satisfaction of an 
architect named. 



Grange House, June 7, 1872. 

Dear Sir, — I have your note, and send you now the plan and eleva- 
tion of the cottages, a description of which I gave you when returning 
•the answers to the queries. 

. . I have given you also an estimate of the cost for which, I think, they 
can be built; of course the difficulty, or facility, of procuring the 
materials would make the cost more 6r less. 

I had a wooden model on a scale of an inch to a foot, with the roof 
attached to the back side-wall by a hinge, to enable a person, inspecting it 
to see the arrangement of the inside, but I lent and have lost it. 

The object J had in planning these was to give separate sleeping 
apartments to the different sexes, and to do so in as small a house and 
at as little cost as possible. 

You will see at the entrance a porch of 6 feet by 5, with two doors, 
that on the windy side to be kept shut, while the other is open ; this 
porch does for washing clothes, cooking vessels, &c., <fcc., and tends to 
keep the kitchen, which is the sitting and eating room, dry and clean. 
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The kitchen, 13 feet by 13 feet, lias a beam, seen in the section on the - 
line A B and coloured yellow, across from front to rare, which answers 
the double purpose of binding the roof, and being furnished with hooks 
and pins, of hanging up men’s clothes at night in case they come in wet 
so that they have them dry to put on in the morning. 

The small apartment, 6 feet by 4 feet 8 inches, on right side of 
entrance door is a pantry. 

Farther on is a bed-closet, 7 feet by 4 feet 8 inches, which was in- 
tended for the father and mother of the first tenant— they had been 
long in the employment of our family, and when their son married one 
of my house servants, I had to provide accommodation for the old 
couple near the fire. 

The next in order is a bedroom, 7 feet by 7 feet. Then a small sitting 
room with a table, chest, clock, &c., 10 feet 6 inches by 7 feet. 

You will see that all except the kitchen are lofted that over the 
sitting-room and bedroom is entered by a step ladder, which is hooked up 
when not wanted, to prevent children running up and falling. 

I hope this may be satisfactory ; it is long since I saw the necessity 
of providing better accommodation for our labourers, and if we had been 
protected as we now are by the Land Bill, we might now have a better 
supply of labourers. I lost mine, and that has deterred some of my 
neighbours from building, lest they should be similarly treated. 

Believe me, dear sir, very truly yours, 

Robert M‘Crea, Senior. 

It. Hamilton, Poor Law Inspector, Strabane. 



Estimated Cost of Detached Labourers’ Cottages, built by Robert 
M‘Crea, Grange House, co. Tyrone. 

£ d. 



58 Irish perches, rubble masonry, 


at 


8s. 


23 


i 


0 


6 J squares roofing, .... * 


at 


53 s. 


17 


4 


6 


4 squares flooring, ..... 


at 


25s. 


5 


0 


0 


7 doors, including frames, locks, and painting, 


at 


9s. 


3 


3 


0 


7 windows, including frames and painting, . 


at 


7s. 


2 


9 


0 


194 square yards plastering, 


at 


2d. 


1 


12 


4 


Total cost of each cottage, . 






£52 


12 


10 


Note. — If kitchen flagged, extra, . 






£2 


10 


0 



No. 8.— Report from Dr. Burke. 

(District comprised in the Counties of Armagh, Cavan, Perm&uagh, Kildare, King’s 
County, Longford, Meath, Monaghan, Queen’s County, and Westmeath.) 

Belmont, Mullingar, 

5th July, 1872. 

Gentlemen, — The importance of the subject, coupled with an 
anxious desire not alone to obtain most reliable information,, but 
to be enabled at the same time to state my views from present 
as well as past actual personal knowledge and observation, must 
be my excuse for not replying earlier to your communication of 
the 9th May last, No. 78, M. ’72, which, with its enclosures, I had 
the honour to receive in due course, relating to the question 
whether any amendment of the existing law can be made with 
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advantage for the purpose of promoting the construction of an 
improved description of labourers’ dwellings in this country. 

Previous to replying to those particular points on which the 
Government desires to obtain information, as indicated by the 
queries set forth in your circular, I beg leave to state that from 
my experience and knowledge of the labouring classes, the result 
of constant intercourse with them for several years past, I have 
been long since impressed with their unheeded and neglected 
condition, which I am perfectly convinced is a cause of much dis- 
content, a large amount of which continually floats on the surface 
of their community, not alone throughout the country generally, 
but more particularly in towns where they are more densely 
congregated, and inhabit wretched over-crowded, ill-ventilated 
hovels of the most scanty accommodation, reeking in very many 
localities with filth and squalid misery. 

To the queries set forth, after careful consideration, I beg to 
reply seriatim, as follows : — 

1. What would be the most convenient and suitable tenure for 
labourers’ dwellings 1 

An annual tenancy, to be determined by a three months’ notice 
to quit, and summons before magistrates at petty sessions on 
proof of misconduct ; compensation for crops to be awarded on 
proof of their value. 

2. What quantity of land might he attached to or let with the 
cottage ? 

Half an acre statute (at least). 

3. What should be the maximum amount of rent for house and 
land which should properly be within the statute ? 

£4 per annum, or £5 if in the immediate vicinity of a large 
town. 

4. If the letting be in writing could a short and simple form 
be suggested ? 

I would suggest the more simple the better, for instance, I, 
A.B., propose hereby to become tenant to C.D. for the cottage and 
plot of land measuring half an acre or thereabouts, situated at E., 
in the townland of P., in tbe electoral division or town of G., 
union of H., county of I., at the yearly rent of £4, and hereby 
agree to render myself removable from said cottage and plot 
(upon the service of a three months’ notice to quit) tor non-pay- 
ment of the rent as agreed upon, or infliction of any damages or 
injury to the said cottage or premises beyond fair wear and tear 
to be decided by competent authority, the owner or landlord, 
Q.D., to maintain said cottage and premises in fair habitable 
repair. 

5. If the letting be not in writing what should the landlord be 

bound to do ? ... . . , , ... i ; 

In my opinion the letting should be in writing. 
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6. What authority should decide whether landlord had com- 
plied with requirements of Act ? 

Presuming the building loan to be given by the Board of Works, 
the competent authority should be their inspector, or an officer 
specially appointed for that specific purpose, not connected 
officially or otherwise with the county, 

7. What restrictions, if any, should be imposed on tenants 
letting cottages to labourers under this Act ? 

Sub-letting, if proved before the magistrates at petty sessions, 
should be considered as equivalent to a notice to quit, and 
denoting a breach of contract. 

8. Are any special provisions required in the case of houses 
occupied by caretakers 1 

None that I can see, they being already provided for sufficiently 
in the 23rd and 24th Victoria, 

9. Could any system of registration of labourers’ dwellings, in- 
volving inspection, &c., be adopted with advantage ? 

With decided advantage, I believe, and therefore would recom- 
mend all labourers’ cottages to be registered in a register of such to be 
kept by the Clerk of the Union, describing the situation and other 
necessary particulars of each, every such cottage to be liable at 
proper hours to the inspection of the sanitary officer of the dis- 
trict, or other officer named under the Act, 

10. Can you suggest any modifications in the existing regula- 
tions for procuring loans which would tend to encourage more 
numerous applications, and to simplify the present mode of ob- 
taining advances ? 

The. present regulations appear to me to be insufficiently ac- 
commodating. 

As regards the additional points for inquiry in reference to 
the published designs of the Board of Public Works for labourers’ 
dwellings, I have to state that No. 1 design appears to me to he 
■ the most suitable, yet might be much improved by the introduc- 
tion of a few narrow louvered openings in the roof for ventilation 
purposes as well as the substitution of the porch division noted 
dairy for a wash-house and ablution-room. 

After due and careful consideration, of the various designs sub- 
mitted for ray information and scrutiny, I feel no hesitation in 
stating, without the slightest bias or partiality, that the design of 
Mr. Barney is far superior, in my opinion, to any of those published 
by the Board of W orks, being far more suitable to the habits and 
customs of the Irish peasantry, particularly as regards the roof 
being of thatch, to the utility, benefit, and healthfulness of which 
their belief clings with very unalterable tenacity, being according 
to their own ideas and wonted expressions “ cooler in summer and 
warmer in winter than slates.” 

In the living-room, as designed by Mr. Barney the substitution 
of a large hearth in lieu of a grate, would in my mind be an im- 
provement. 
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Presuming from his plan that a loft useful for many purposes 
and accessible by a properly shaped convenient ladder is intended 
to be constructed over the bed-rooms for the lighting and venti- 
lation of such the accommodation of a window in the oable, to 
open upon hinges, appears to me to be most necessary. & 

The only other point demanding criticism in this excellent 
design of Mr. Barney, which makes due provision for every useful 
accommodation (even to that of “ the hens ”) essentially necessary 
for the comfort, well-being, and health of a labouring peasant or 
small farmer and his family, is the non-mention of any department 
or sty for the pig, an animal though not ornamental yet invariably 
considered by the Irish peasant as a most useful, lucrative, and 
requisite adjunct to his house and family. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
(Signed) T. H. Bubke, Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



I, A. B., propose hereby to become tenant to Q. D. for the cottage and 
plot of land measuring half an acre or thereabouts situated at E 
in the townland of P , in the electoral division or town of G , 

Union of I! , county of J , at the yearly rent of four pounds, 

and hereby agree to render myself removable from said cottage and plot 
(upon the service of a three months’ notice to quit) for non-payment of 
the rent as agreed upon, or infliction of any damages or injury to the 
said cottage or premises beyond fair wear and tear to be decided by com- 
petent authority, tho owner or landlord, C. D., to maintain said cottage 
and premises in fair habitable repair. 



No. 9. — Report from Mr. Boitrke. 

(Difltrict comprised in the Counties of Clare, Galway, Kerry, King’s County, Limerick 
Queen's County, and Tipperary. J 

Thornfield, Lisnagry, 

l()th July, 1872. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 9th May, conveying the wish of Her Majesty’s 
Government in Ireland that the Poor Law Inspectors should 
furnish any information in their power with reference to the pos- 
sibility of promoting the construction of improved labourers’ 
dwellings by amendments in the existing laws affecting the subject 
and directing our attention specially to certain points upon which 
our views and those of persons whom we might see fit to consult 
were desired. 

Upon these points I have consulted various persons residing in 
the district, in whose judgment I felt confidence, and having 
carefully considered the subject myself, I beg leave to submit the 
following observations. 

It is impossible to deny the importance, especially at the present 
moment, of improving the condition of the labourer, and no more 
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effectual means can be suggested than that of providing him with 
a .dwelling suited to his wants, and an allotment of land in con 
nexion with it. Whether any alteration of the existing laws can 
ettect this object I will not take upon myself to say I rather 
incline to think that it will not, and that any want of prooress 
noticeable in this direction is due less to defects in the law or 
artificial impediments capable of being removed by improved 
legislation than to inherent difficulties which the social relations 
of the several classes of society are not calculated to overcome I 
believe that neither landlords nor tenants are to any considerable 
extent alive to the advantages, social and economical arising 
from the improved position of the labourer, and amongst those 
by whom this is felt and acknowledged there are few willing to 
submit to the necessary sacrifices. No description of dwelling 
suited to the decent and comfortable occupation of a moderated 
numerous family has yet been designed which (at present prices 
especially) will give a fair interest on the outlay without exceed- 
ing the amount a labourer can be expected to pay as rent This 
majr at once be seen by examining the reports of the Royal 
Agricultural Society of Ireland for the last twenty years and 

awarded* t0 Whl ° h dUrmg ^ tim ® Speoial P rizes have been 

. 1 do tb ?* efor ? Mieve that any inducement held out in 
improved facilities for recovering possession or securing rent 
would remove the solid financial objections influencing some per- 
sons or the apathy pervading others, and I am not aware of any 
more substantial inducements that could properly be offered 
Some pei sons whom I have consulted advocate a sort of rate-in- 
and farmors in improving their labourers’ 
Hi 1 *- 5 ?* °“ ltS tenden °y wduoo pauperism ; others 

shonld^be^S^f + te J m * 'T n ' which raone y is lont by the State 
f °f q d 7 coated at a lower interest than is yielded by the 

B , ldi these suggestions appear indefensible on principle, 
and even the more moderate proposal exempting labourers’ hold- 
ings of a specified description from poor-rates and other taxes for 
ne+fv se«- nUmbel ii 0f 76 ■? 0n the certificate of the justices in 

tion y J ^ Z T 7 ff e ri ldeilt 1 P ll S iatlate ’ is not free from objec- 
on and at best affords but an inadequate compensation. 

.But though I cannot persuade myself (nor do I find those I 
adv a e r,ce n +l Ult i ed - t! \ k i e adiffereut view) that any legislation will 
af reLrds b^T^u 1 ® ° hjeCt , of improving the labourer’s condition 
dwelhn g apd his land, yet this affords no reason 
mm ! ra ?i° afc subject should not be simplified and made 
for TmiUiri 1 C ?x/ nor , the regulations for borrowing money 

wLrelrX * sllould »<* be relaxed orfxtended 

wherever this may be possibly done with advantage. 

• x a PP^9 a .^ e town dwellings for the poor 

actmpnfq id r® 11 requiring no alteration. But the two en- 

*“1 °- hlefly t0 , agricultural dwellings might no doubt 
j ^ , , ail< ^ im P r °ved ; and as the conditions affecting town 
coun ry tenements are not identical, it may perhaps be. better 
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not to include them in the same Act. The principles which would 
appear applicable to agricultural dwellings are as follow • 

To ensure to the landlord or farmer that the house should be 
occupied by a labourer bound to work at current rate of wages and 
that summary means of recovering possession should beprovfded fib 
in case labour was withheld whether by refusal or absence of the 
labouring member of the family, (2) rent one month in arrear 
(3) premises sublet or lodger taken in without authority (4) 
house? damaged or kept in a dirty or unhealthy state, and the 
possession should at all times be recoverable on a six months’ 
notice to quit. 

The obligation's of the landlord or lessor should be, (1) to pro- 
vide accommodation suitable to the family occupying, (2) to keep 
the premises in sufficient repair and painted, (3) to provide not 
less than two roods nor more than four of ground attached to the 
house or contiguous ; (4) for house capable of accommodating a 
family, with two roods of land, rent not to exceed £5 a year; or 
for a house suited to a single man, or married man without chil- 
dren, £4 a year, with a similar quantity of land. If more land 
then at a rent not exceeding 15a a rood; (5) to secure to the 
labourer constant work at the current wages of the district. A 
breach in any of these particulars should not only debar the 
lessor from the summary remedies provided by the Act, but ex- 
poses him to proceedings on the part of the labourer. 

It is not desirable, in my opinion, or in that of persons whom 
I have consulted, that any special definition of the accommoda- 
tion to be provided should be introduced into the Act. 

Its sufficiency should be left to the discretion of the tribunal 
having jurisdiction in such cases. Nor does it seem expedient 
that agreements should necessarily be in writing. It is important 
that the parties contracting should he left as much, freedom in 
their dealings as possible ; and if the principles to which I have 
already referred are laid down with sufficient distinctness in the 
Act it will be immaterial whether the parties seeking to take ad- 
vantage of its provisions are bound by a written or a parole agree- 
ment. Under whatever form the house is held if it fulfil the 
requirements of the Act in the eyes of the judge, the contracting 
parties should be entitled to take proceedings under it. A form, 
however, might be given to be used or not according to the wish 
of the parties, and might be in the terms following: — 



Agreement for Labourer’s Cottage, ancl Allotment -under the 
provisions of the Vic., c. 

The undersigned A. B. agrees to let, and C. D. agrees to take the tene- 
ment situated at in the townland of and parish of ' 

consisting of a house and yard and roods of ground (as more par- 
ticularly described at foot hereof), from the day of 18 

by the -week, at the rent of shillings and pence, payable 
■weekly on each and every Saturday. 

Audit is further hereby agreed between the said parties hereto that 
the premises forming the subject of this agreement shall he held subject 
to the terms and stipulations contained in an Act intituled an Act 
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and passed in the 
Majesty Queen Victoria. 



year of the Reign of Her 



In witness whereof we the parties herein before named have hereunto 
affixed our signature or mark this day of in the year 18 



A. B. 
C. D. 



There is little doubt that a weekly tenancy would for all 
purposes be the most convenient. 

With regard to the tribunal to adjudicate in cases of dispute 
between the landlord or lessor on the one hand, and the labourer 
on the other, I find the general opinion to be that no fitter court 
could he named than the Petty Sessions. But I confess that in 
m y judgment there are some obvious objections arising out of the 
position of the magistrates as landowners, which might be sup- 
posed to influence their conduct in adjudicating on such cases 
and I would suggest the propriety of following the precedent laid 
down in the 34 & 35 Vic., cap. 32 (Criminal Law Amendment 
Act), and constituting the resident magistrate sole judge, but 
having the assistance of two assessors, to be appointed annually 
by the Petty Sessions Court of the district. 

I. can see no g° 0( l object in placing restrictions on tenants 
letting cottages to their farm labourers under the proposed Act 

Whatever the position of the lessor may be, if he has complied 
with the provisions of the Act he should be entitled to the privi- 
leges and immunities it provides. So far indeed from placing any 
restrictions on that class of persons, I would rather encourage 
them to place themselves within the protection of the Act by 
conforming to its provisions, and securing control over the 
houses of their labourers. It is but too certain that in many' 
cases the labourer is at present at the mercy of the tenant 
farmer on whose land he lives, and who often exacts a high rent 
without corresponding accommodation. But no legislation can 
prevent improvident bargains, or hinder one man from taking 
advantage of the necessities of another. All that can be done is 
to refrain from affording exceptional facilities for the recovery of 
rent or possession of premises occupied by labourers unless fair 
terms of letting and reasonable accommodation have been given, 
and tor greater certainty in this respect I think care should be 
taken against any improper use of the power now existing of 
recovering possession from servants or caretakers. The provisions 
of the 86th section of the 23rd & 24th Vic. cap. 154, are effective 
in such cases and are largely used. But in my opinion its 
op eiation should be strictly limited to bona fide caretakers paying 
no rent and . ter . ms “ servants or herdsmen ” he excluded jest 
under this designation an actual farm labourer should be liable to 
3 ec ^™® n j UI1 der the Act, and be debarred from pleading 
j ^ iS landlord as regarded accommodation or the 

other duties imposed on him. 

, a ? °P inl °n that no measure of registry and inspection 
could be attempted without risk of defeating the whole object in 
view, bo distasteful would such a system prove that it would 
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probably render inoperative any enactment of which it formed 
part. 

As regards the existing regulations for procuring loans from 
the Board of Works for building labourers’ cottages, it appears to 
me that some alterations might advantageously be made. 

1. I see no necessity in the case of owners of property for the 
restrictions of labourers’ houses to such a number as the Commis- 
sioners may consider sufficient for the due working of the estate. 
If the security on which the loan is made is sufficient, I am at a 
loss to understand why any other limit should be placed to. the 
number of the cottages. 

2. I also consider that tenants under whatever tenure they hold 
their farms should be authorized to borrow money for erecting, 
altering, or adding to buildings, so as to create labourers’ dwell- 
ings, and that the land itself should be security for the charge. 
But in such cases the landlord’s consent should first be obtained, 
and the work should be limited to the necessities of the farm and 
not include speculative operations. 

3. It might be_ right to consider whether a lower rate of repay- 
ment than five per cent, for thirty-five years would not adequately, 
reimburse the Government for such advances. 

Finally as regards the designs for labourers’ dwellings, I confess 
myself unable to discover any merit in those issued by the Board 
of Works. No attempt at convenience seems to have been made; 
no washhouse, scullery, or pantry ; no cupboards or recesses ; no 
enclosed yard or piggery. In point of fact nothing but four 
slightly varied arrangements of one and the same plan; and in three 
of them the obvious defect of the sleeping rooms on the upper 
floor opening one into the other. Besides there is no estimate of 
expense which is an indispensable ingredient in arriving at any 
just opinion of a plan. 

In the proceedings of the Royal Agricultural Society are to be 
found the designs for cottages to which on various occasions have 
been awarded the society’s medals, but many of them appear open 
to several serious objections. Perhaps those combining most con- 
venience with the lowest cost are some erected by Captain Pack 
Beresford in the county Carlow, for which the Leinster chal- 
lenge cup and provincial gold medal were awarded in 1862, and 
which are given at page 22 of the Society’s half yearly report 
published in 1866. The chief defect of these cottages is their 
smallness. Mr. Barney’s plan is commodious and the cost certainly 
very low. But I cannot approve of a paling to enclose the yard, 
and think the additional expense of a wall would be well laid 
out. Moreover I feel extremely doubtful about the propriety of 
thatching, which, while possessing the great merit of warmth in 
winter, coolness in summer, 'self contained ventilation, and above 
all the strong preference of the people, involves such a constantly 
recurring expense and is open to so much danger of fire. 

But to my mind the only practical use of designs is to help 
persons who have no settled plans of their own, and to this end 
they should be of various kinds, some suited to a named man. 
without a family, with but one sitting-room and one bed-room, 
another with two smaller bedrooms where the family required no 

G 
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further accommodation ; and finally these, with two, three, or 
four sleeping-rooms, such as provided for in most of the plans. 
Specifications of the several works and schedules of the fair prices 
for each would assist persons about to build and give them lati- 
tude in fixing upon a plan. But the Board of Works or other 
parties charged with the duty of advancing money should not 
require cottages to be built after any particular design. Each 
proposal should be disposed of on its own merits, and the same 
assistance be given to the altering - and adapting of existing 
buildings into labourers’ cottages as to their erection, provided 
the design afforded decent accommodation, and was otherwise 
well considered. This aid should, in my opinion, be afforded 
quite irrespectively of whether the premises when completed 
were to he brought within the operation of the Act giving sum- 
mary jurisdiction. That point will rest altogether with the court 
by which those powers are to be exercised. : ' 

In the course of my inquiries I have seen various descriptions 
of labourers’ dwellings throughout this district, some recently 
erected, others of older date, but lately repaired and improved. 
At Foynes are two rows of well-planned and substantially built 
cottages erected by Lord Monteagle, and on the estate of Mr. 
Edward O’Brien, of Cahermoyle, some excellent double and single 
cottages. In the county Clare also, and in the neighbourhood of 
Roscrea, I have seen cottages of various designs, all more or less 
well suited to the wants of the occupiers. But all of these which 
are agricultural share the same disadvantage of not returning 
sufficient interest on the outlay, and have been erected by land- 
lords less with regard to profitable return than with a view to 
the comfort of those they employ. Such a feeling is not likely to 
influence tenant farmers ; and yet it is amongst labourers in their 
employment that the want of good accommodation is chiefly felt ; 
and to them, therefore, that such encouragements and inducements 
should be extended as any alteration in the law can hold out. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 

R. Bourke. 

Agreement for Labourer’s Cottage and Allotment under the 
Provisions of the Vic., c 

The undersigned A. B. agrees to let, and C. D. agrees to take, the 
tenement situated at in the townland of and parish, of 

consisting of a house and yard and roods of ground (as 

more particularly described at foot hereof) from the day of 
18 by the week, at the rent of shillings and pence, pay- 

able weekly on each and every Saturday. And it is further hereby 
agreed between the said parties hereto that the premises forming the 
subject of this agreement shall be held subject to the terms and stipula- 
tions contained in an Act intituled an Act and passed in the 
year of the reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria. In witness whereof 
we the parties hereinbefore named have hereunto affixed our signature 
or mark this day of in the year 18 . 

A. B. 

0. D. 
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No. 10.— Repoet from Me. Horsley. 

(District comprised in the Counties of Cork, Kerry, and Limerick.) 

Killai'ney, July 1st, 1872. 

GENTLEMEN, — Adverting to your communication of the 9th of 
May last with enclosures, I have now the honour to submit, in 
as concise a form as possible, the opinions at which, after much 
consideration and much consultation with others, I have arrived 
with respect to each of the ten heads of inquiry suggested 
therein,, in contemplation of some future legislation on the subject 
of labourers* dwellings in Ireland. 

I have experienced great difficulty in offering on a question so 
wide and important, and embracing so many different interests, 
any very precise or practical suggestions ; and if I am to judge 
from the fact of more than one-half of the persons to whom I 
applied for information having failed to accord any, or reply at 
all to my communications, this difficulty appears to be very 
generally shared by the classes whose interests are more directly 
and intimately concerned. I have, therefore, confined myself to 
merely replying seriatim to the ten queries propounded, and to 
furnishing the replies of those parties who, in compliance with 
my request, have kindly afforded me the benefit of their experience 
and local information. 

With respect to the designs for labourers’ dwellings furnished Drawings, 
by the Board of Works and Mr. Barney of the Poor Law Com- S'ifeu! 
mission Office, I have no suggestions to offer in the way of 
amendments or alterations further than to state that in my 
opinion thatched roofing is quite unsuitable to the wet climate 
of my district, while at the same time it would in the long run 
be found more expensive than slating ; and that I believe com 
Crete building in point of cheapness, durability, and suitableness 
to this climate, would possess great advantages over stone and 
mortar. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your very obedient servant, 

Samuel Horsley. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, 

Poor Law Office, Dublin. 

Mr. Horsley’s Replies to Queries relating to the Question of 
Labourers’ Dwellings in Ireland. 

Query 1. — What would be the most convenient and suitable 
tenure for labourers’ dwellings ? 

This question appears beset with difficulties.^ 

It would, I think, be scarcely possible to devise or frame for all 
Ireland any uniform tenure for labourers’ dwellings which could 
thoroughly apply to or suit the infinite variety and. conditions 
which, according to different localities and usages, exists between 
labourers and employers, especially in regard to length of hiring, 
amount of wages, and privileges allowed to labourers in lieu of 
wages, such as turbary, grazing for a cow, sheep, pigs, and even 
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Upon the. whole, I am disposed to think tint in n ii , 
tenure of a labourer's dwelling should beiwukttn rT the 
of the term for which he is hf-ed by the ofcupkr I ow 
the time being of the land on which the dwelling stands /°I 
such tenn be not for a shorter period than one month noi for 
longer one than one year ; and I think also that in +n “ T a , 
a proprietor budding under Section 10 of the Irish LMdAcfhe 
should be able to evict summarily a tenant labourer should hf 
refuse to work at a reasonable or at the current rn to’ he 

for the tenant of the farm from which the site of tP^ 
the land attached thereto has been taten^ up* ° f the dweUm S“ d 

The opinions both written and oral which I In™ , 

this question are so various and conflicting- that thev rn l^l °i 
expressed by “ quot homines tot sentential ™ 7 be besfc 

wi&e co^f qUantity ° f laDd mi e M be attac1 ^ to, or let 

In no case, I think, should more than half nr Ipqq u,,,,, , 

of a statute acre of land be let with the laboured cottL^ta 

*SE=*f fi 

ceded the f„ • eare . that the state of matters which nre- 

s«. 

IhritK MrtZ tW ° r b °th cottage and land might be 
period not beina- W l be yeal i’ 0r at that rate for any shorter 
perham the n“fi ^ 7 6V !-’ tban 0ne moath > “din this case 
WttwK f/ftions 81, 82, S3, and 84 of 23rd and 
the new statute a s’ fn i be -, so “edified and incorporated with 
-whether the dwellings or ei +f ^PP^eaMe to a U cottier tenancies, 

well assured tha+fb 11 ^ 6 ? 0 ^ aS a max d mum rent, I have been 
trict ”ore thL ;° U ? h °^ f? len 8 th “ d breadth of my dis- 
hundred could at the „ ^ J^ e agricul tural labourer out of a 
than one shilling ° f Wa « es ' afford to more 

useless to expecHhat pbb/°l b ?, US6 ; ren t alone; and it would be 
P a either landlords or tenants would apply for 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




on Labourers’ Dwellings, Ireland,. 



101 



loans for the purpose of building labourers’ cottages unless they 
had a fair prospect of receiving, in the shape of rent, a reasonable 
rate of interest, in order to provide for their liabilities to govern- 
ment, and meet the cost of upholding the cottages when built. 

Query i . — If the letting be in writing, could a short and simple 
form be suggested 1 

In order to avoid litigation, which so frequently arises out of 
parol agreements, the letting should always be in writing, and 
I think that these written agreements should be exempt from 
stamp duty, inasmuch as cottier tenancies would probably be 
subject to very frequent changes. 

I herewith transmit a form of agreement which might, with 
slight alterations, be made to apply either to the case where the 
owner in fee is the labourer’s landlord, or to the case where the 
tenant occupier is so. 

This Agreement witnesses that , as landlord, agrees to let, and 

that , as tenant, agrees to hold the following tenement, viz. : — a 

house, yard, and garden on the lands of , in the county of .Kerry, 

from the day of , 1 8 , by the month, at the rent of 

shillings and pence monthly. And it has been also agreed that 
such tenement, having the requisites specified in the Act 23rd and 24th 
Victoria, chapter 154, constituting a Cottier Tenancy shall be kept and 
maintained in tenantable condition and repair by the said 

Signed landlord, day of 18 

Signed tenant, day of 18 

Witness 

Query 5. — If the letting be not in writing, what should the 
landlord be bound to do in order to exercise the summary powers 
given ? 

Should the letting, however, be merely a parol one, the landlord, 
in order to exercise the summary powers given under the Act, 
should be bound on the one hand to prove to the satisfaction of 
a competent tribunal that he let the dwelling in a proper state 
of repair in every respect, and had so upheld it, and that he had 
fulfilled all his engagements with the tenant in regard to wages 
and other arrangements, and on the other hand prove that the 
tenant had violated the covenants of his engagement with him as 
a labourer in some important particular. 

Query 6. — What authority should decide whether landlord had 
complied with requirements of Act ? 

In reply to this query I think it seems to be the general opinion 
in my district that two justices or more in petty sessions, or a 
resident magistrate sitting alone, should be the authority to decide 
whether the landlord has complied with the requirements of the 
Act, power being given to appeal to chairman of quarter sessions ; 
but no landlord or agent should be permitted to act as a magis- 
trate in any case in which he may have an interest. 
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Query 7— What restrictions, if any, should be imrmtmd „„ 
tenants letting cottages to labourers under this Act ? ^ 

Many of the persons whom I have consulted and corresponded 
with on the subject of this question appear to consider that no 
restriction whatever should be imposed upon tenants letting 
cottages to labourers, while others are of opinion that j 
lAourers cottages should be built without the consent of the 
owneis m fee of the land. Still it may perhaps be worth consi- 
deration whether, m order to prevent abuses on the part of the 
tenants, some such restrictions as the following might not be 
•adopted with advantage : — & De ■ 

1. Prohibition against letting a cottage to more than one bond 
a £’j 0ultal '¥ .kjojw* and his family, and against forcing upon 
soever!*^ 61 ' aSJ antS 01 ' lodgers any otIler P^ons whV 

or ^iuv F ° hibiti0n against lettin S t0 their ^ns or daughters 
oi any other person except an agricultural labourer or artisan 

theTct 7 t0 thS W ° r,dng ° f th ® farm - a c °ttage erected under 

3. The exaction from the tenant labourer of such a rent #.a 
would leave to the tenant a profit rent after payincr the interest 
and instalments on the Government loan, and the cost of keeping 
Pr ° Per repair ’ might be made illegal SSf 

,tr “■ a ii 

'“ iuir * d in th ” ””»■ 

reference 6 ' b ? y ,°? d those in existin g enactments with 
further than +W • ccu l’ led by caretakers appear to he necessary, 
labouLt “i a 7 & T where a caretaker is put into a 

should be 2 l l mlt ™ der the Aot ’ tlle landlord or owMr 
taker wLe a tenant P “ “ 88 g °° d * the care- 

caito:- 01111 mU ° h inuseinthis district with reference to 

that the W ? lmt ° undersigned, do hereby acknowledge 

tenant to take nw r cu ^ ^ occu py as caretaker thereof, and not as 

permit me so to Z ^ ^ as ' lon S as he may think fit to 
permit me so to occupy as such caretaker, and not- otherwise. 

Dated this day of 9 1 8 

in™“fnvnlvi;? Uld a 7 Sys ,, tem of : registration of labourers’ dwell- 
w , Vmg ms P ecfcwn > &e„ be adopted with advantage ? 

exemDted t frnifno UrerS l dwel ^ l:lgs and allot ments under the Act 
ment would ho h 01 coun fy cess, some direct encourage- 

jn this case each^d^ir 0 ^ to . proprietors and tenants to build, and 
tniS CaSe each dwelhn g nught for. a small fee, say one shilling, 
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be registered with the Clerk of the Union in which it might be 
situated, and the Relieving and Sanitary Officers might be required 
to visit and report upon the condition of each to the Board of 
Guardians, either yearly or half-yearly, in their respective districts. 

Should the report of the Relieving and Sanitary Officer be un- 
favourable with regard to the habitable condition of a labourer’s 
dwelling, the Board of Works, on being so informed by the Board 
of Guardians, might order an inspection of it, and direct the land- 
lord to remedy within a given time the proved defects, on pain of 
having the balance of the loan still due by him peremptorily called 
up. 



Query 1 0. — Can you suggest any modifications in the existing 
regulations for procuring loans, which would tend to encourage 
more numerous applications, and to simplify the present mode of 
obtaining advances ? 

In two-thirds or more of my district the agricultural holding 3 
are individually so insignificant in extent and valuation, that the 
tenants could not take advantage of an Act enabling them to bor- 
row money for the purpose of building labourers’ cottages. 

In point of fact, were such dwellings to come up to the mini- 
mum standard as at present required in the plans furnished by 
the Board of Works, and others, the labourer would in most 
instances be better, as well as more decently, housed than his 
employer. Under these circumstances it is obvious that the pro- 
prietors of the soil are the class who must be looked to to provide 
proper accommodation for agricultural labourers and their families ; 
but it is scarcely to be expected that that class will, either from 
pure benevolence or from a desire for appearances, embark to any 
great extent in expenditure which will pecuniarily offer them no 
corresponding advantage, nor any additional security for their 
rents, unless every facility were to be given them for borrowing 
money on abnormally moderate and liberal terms. 

The preliminaries for obtaining loans from the Board of Works 
should be made as simple, as little harassing, and as inexpensive 
as possible ; and I concur in a suggestion made by one of my cor- 
respondents, Lord Yen try, that the Board of Works should be 
empowered to grant loans on completed cottages. He writes : — 

“ By this arrangement a landlord, on completing one or more cottages, 
would apply for inspection and a loan, which in turn would be expended 
on building other cottages, and so on. The period for such application 
might be restricted to within six months of completion of such cottages. 
All preliminary inspection and approval of plans would by this means be 
avoided." 



The landlord, however, would have to prove title before obtain- 
ing the loan. 



Samuel Horsley, P.L.I. 



July 1, 1872. 
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List of Persons from whom Mr. Horsley received Replies on 
the Question of Labourers’ Dwellings with the number on 
their respective papers. 

1. Edward O’Briek, esq., Cahirmoyle. 

2. Lord Vestry. 

3. George Hewson, esq., Eunismore. 

4. Thomas Gallwey, esq., Killarney. 

5. The Knight of Kerry, Valencia. 

6. Writer not known. 

7. Sir Richard Theodore Oupex, Ardtully, Kerry. 

8. John F. Godfrey, esq., Ivilcoleman Abbey. 

9. Edward Curling, esq., Newcastle. 

10. Townsend Trench, esq., Kenmare. 

11. Samuel Hussey, esq., Edinburn, Tralee. 

12. B. L. Fleming, esq., Newcourt, Skibbereeu. 

13. Willtam Rowan, esq., Belmont, Tralee. 

14. Eustace Leader, esq., Mount Leader, Millstreet. 

15. John Becher, esq., Castle Hyde, Fermoy. 

16. William Norwood, esq., Ballyhalwick. 

17. Richard Mauony, esq., Dromore Castle, Kenmare. 

18. Leopold Shuldiiam, esq., Coolkelure, Dunmanway. 

19. Daniel Conner, esq., Manch House, Ballineen. 

20. Lord Headley, Aghadoe House. 

21. George Sandes, esq., Listowcl. 

22. Robert Ellis, esq., Glenasrone, Abbeyfeale. 

23. Gerard O'Connor, esq., Tralee. 

24. Mr. Henry Doran, The Park, Killarney. 

25. The O'Donovan, Lissard, Slcibbereen. 

26. John Sealy, esq., Castleisland. 

27. T. Somerville, esq., Drishane, Slcibbereen. 

28. George Trenoh, esq., Abbeylands, Ardfert. 

29. William Talbot Crosbie, esq., Ardfert Abbey. 



1. Edward O’Brien, esq., Cahirmoyle, Newcastle, Co. Limerick. 

1. I should for myself say monthly, and I have made my own labourers 
monthly tenants, and find no objection on their parts to this tenure. 
But I am informed by persons of the class of largo farmers to whose 
practical opinion I attach much importance that a much longer term,- 
from six to twelve months would be desirable, as being more acceptable 
to the labourer, and they state that the inconvenience which might re- 
sult in isolated cases from the longer tenure would be much more than 
counterbalanced by the advantages arising out of the greater content- 
ment of the labourer. On the whole, I think that the maximum length 
of tenure should be one year, and that the employer and employed 
should be allowed to arrange for any term within the maximum. 

Whether a long or short term be adopted possession ought to he re- 
coverable at petty sessions in all cases where there is an agreement in 
writing in statutable form. 

2. About one acre free of waste. This quantity admits of a simple 
rotation being adopted, which is of great advantage to the labourer. 

3. If by this be meant, “ what amount of rent a tenant might he per- 
mitted to receive from a labourer without incurring the penalties attached 
to subletting,” I should say that £8 or £10 should be fixed as a maxi- 
mum. A good labourer’s cottage with out-offices cannot he built and 
enclosed for much under £100 ; and it is probable that in the course of 
a few years labourers will be able to pay interest on this sum at five per 
cent. A statute acre, free of waste, would, in some lands, be worth £4 
or even £5. Under the most favourable circumstances, therefore, a 
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labourer might be in a position to pay £8 or £10 per ann um for house 
and garden, and it would not be desirable to introduce any restrictions 
into the arrangements of employers and employed other than those which 
are required to protect the landlord against subletting to persons who 
would be under-tenants rather than bond fide labourers. 

6. It would appear to be impossible to answer this query without 
knowing something of the nature of the proposed requirements. 

7. The letting should be to bona fide labourers. It should in all cases be 
in writing and in statutable form. The tenant should be bound to keep 
the cottage in repair. Non-observance of these conditions (or any of 
them) should render the tenant liable to the penalties attached to sub- 
letting. 

8. It would perhaps be desirable to discourage (if possible) the practice 
of letting houses or land to persons who are ostensibly caretakers, but in 
reality quasi-tenants. Much difficulty is occasionally experienced by 
magistrates (in cases of ejectments brought against caretakers) in decid- 
ing whether the person against whom the ejectment is brought is a bona 
fide caretaker, a tenant, or a holder for temporary purposes ; and if (as I 
propose) the Petty Sessions Courts should have power to give decrees 
for possession of labourers’ holdings some clear definition of the words 
“ caretaker ” and “ labourer ” ought to be hid down for their guidance. 

9. I am inclined to think that some authority (whether the Board of 
Works Inspector or the Sanitary authorities) might, under restrictions, 
be empowered to condemn houses unfit for human habitation, and to 
obtain an order from the Court of Quarter Sessions on the landlord com- 
pelling him to rebuild or repair such houses. But so stringent a measure 
could hardly be carried out in justice to the landlords unless the condi- 
tions under which the Board of Works lends money for building houses 
be greatly relaxed as to requirements; so that the sum required to 
rebuild or repair such houses should be so moderate that the landlord 
might see his way to obtaining a rent which would pay the interest on 
the loan. 

10. I must premise that in my opinion the class to which we must 
look for the improvement of labourers’ dwellings is not the class of land- 
lords, but that of tenant farmers, who are most immediately concerned 
with the labourer. The landlord has no sufficient inducement to interest 
himself in the matter. Labourers’ cottages (except for persons in his 
own employment) are a bad investment for him; they do not pay 
directly, and he does not require the additional security for his rent 
which they may be supposed to supply. But the tenant is, and begins 
to feel himself, strongly interested in the comfort of his labourers, and 
he can build a sufficient house much more cheaply than the landlord, or 
at least in such a way that he feels the outlay very little. I think, there- 
fore, that every possible facility to build should be given' to the tenant ; 
and with a view to this I should suggest that he should be empowered, 
(as far as is practicable) to obtain loans from the Board of Works. I 
would even go so far as to say that (under certain restrictions) the 
tenant ought to have power to compel the landlord to take out a loan 
for building cottages, or else to borrow the money himself, the landlord’s 
estate becoming chargeable with the instalments in the event of the 
tenant failing, and his interest being insufficient to meet them. 

The requirements of the Board of Works as to number of rooms, and 
other points might, I think, be considerably relaxed ; and I believe that 
its proceedings might be much simplified. For instance, I cannot see 
any necessity for preliminary plans and specifications, which add ma- 
terially to the expense and trouble, and puzzle and alarm many who 
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would be applicants for a loan. It would appear to me to l.e . 

that on the Board of Works Inspector reporting that a cotta J 
quired and would be a torn improvement to at least ! 
the loan asked for, and on the applicant's enteringinto suffictent 
a loan not to exceed a certain amount should he granted conditio™? 7 ’ 
and, on the completion of the work, should he confirmed ™ 4 nall I> 

of the expenditure as the Inspect «« TheC? 
Should conform to a few very simple requirements, chiefly J * “5* 
nature of the material and workmanshiu A 7 , the 

with ouboffices is doubtless very desimble,' bnt^fcSKuT 18 * 

oTtr^ 1 ^ 0 *^^ 1 th6 Mgh ^dardthai liS been fixed 
on, together with the troublesome and expensive nreliminm-mJ iff u 
the means of completely frustrating the intentions of the LegMatum 
Surely a substantial house containing two or even onlv nno . 
(especially if so constructed as that it might be enlarged) would be°°ui 

ir3 

y extending the period of repayment beyond thirty-five years ° 

1 may perhaps be permitted to remark (although, it is not exartlv 

to claim for them as for other permanent buildings. P 



2. Replies from Lord V entry. 

W ? len * llere ls a written agreement labourer to quit on one month’s 

»■ ?.°1 le f t . llan i of 01 ' more than 1 statute acre, 
rent of 1 t! ‘ e 

forckgeit^rr 11 ■ ll ' a ™ ” d P1 ' 0vides summal 7 means of en- 

t0 no “ ty 

on the^ceS“ h ^ P ~ »<*« to be served 

they have an interest * cU ° 1 ' d U ° r agent t0 act in “T case “ wHcl1 

to depend on^he^mo^+^cV^ 01 ^ and should be made 

the extent. W B —I considf °th 7 aluation of folding, ™d not on 

8. No TVrw+i ° 0nsdei an important distinction. 

session from a bona fide clr Jaker^ 7 b ® given ^ recoverin S P os ' 

a l!ndtrd a te "hi “Srf tte C pro a po“edict be 

encourage anulicatinTs ? W , 0U ^ S rea tly tend to simplify matters and 
cofc^pS^ insne r s ’ £ ^ 7 were g r “ted for completed 
completing™ p or „ 7 m£,p f, otor - B 7 this arrangement a landlord, on 
completing one or more cottages, would apply for inspection and a loan, 
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which in turn would be expended on building other cottages, and so on. 
The period for such application might be restricted to within six months 
of completion of such cottages. All preliminary inspection and approval 
of plans would by this means be avoided. 

Yentry. 

Burnham, 28tli May, 1872. 



3. Replies from George Hewson, esq., Ennismore. 

1. For twelve months, commencing with the year. 

2. Half a statute acre attached to dwelling (or as near it as possible). 
Any more land for potatoes or other crops should be tilled by the farmer 
under whom he holds — otherwise he could not attend to farmer’s work. 

3. Three pounds a year is about as much as a labourer could pay for 
a suitable house and half an acre of garden land. 

4. The shorter and simpler the agreement the better, as I consider 
the present law is so complicated, and possession so difficult to be ob- 
tained, it prevents farmers with houses letting them (even when 
empty). Everything should be done to make the labourers comfortable, 
but not to take him out of his place by making him a small farmer, or 
making him independent of the farmer, who supplies him with a house, 
etc., etc. 

5. I think the letting or agreement should be in writing, stating rate 
of wages, etc. The landlord not to be able to exercise the summary 
power if he breaks that agreement. 

6. The Quarter Sessions. 

7. It should be an arrangement with his agent or landlord,- as it could 
not be regulated either by extent or valuation, some farms requiring a 
greater number of hands than others. I think it should be made a 
special clause in the tenant’s lease or agreement. 

9. I think so. 

10. A lower rate of interest on loans, specially granted for building 
labourers’ cottages, would have a good effect, as it is an expenditure 
the farmer can expect no direct return from, as the rent of houses could 
never be made so high as to pay even 3 per cent, on cost. 

George Hewson, Ennismore, Listowel, 
Co. Kerry. 

June 1st, 1872. 



4. Replies from Thomas Gallwey, esq., Killarney. 

1. If it be essential to have a uniform tenure for all Ireland, I prefer 
a yearly tenure, determinable by a calendar month’s notice to quit, to 
take effect at the expiration of the current year. But I do not think a 
uniform tenure expedient ; I consider that the circumstances of each 
locality respecting the labouring class should regulate the tenure. 

Whatever the tenure it should be made determinable upon the 
labourer refusing to perform his contract to work for the owner of the 
cottage. 

2. The quantity of land should vary according to circumstances. In 
cases where land is valuable and employment regular and well remune- 
rated, ^ a statute acre would suffice. On the. other hand, where the 
land has to be reclaimed and fenced, and .employment precarious, and 
dependent on the season of the year, a much larger quantity of land might 
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be given. In many instances the Earl of Kenmare lias attached as marl 
best resiT® U ” ecIaimed land to tourer's dwelling with t 

3. A different standard is required for different parts of the count™ 

Generally m country districts in the south the maximum An, m 7 ' 
exceed 40s.— in towns £3. maximum should not 

4. I recommend no form, further than a reference to +>,„ a , 
statement of rent and term. The Act should specify the conation, n ‘ 
phcable to all holdings created by virtue of its provisions. Thes» should' 
be few and simple. As regards the tenant, payment of rent and taxes 
delivery up of possession at end of tenure, abstinence from wilfhl in ur v 

lord of ! Ut e 7 ent , As re S ards la ”dlord, re-payment by and 

lord rf outlay by tenant on land, or in repairs (unexhausted) of tent 

nnLaVl?t! dSh ° WbyindePeildent teStim ° ny that “S was 

Court A EeSident subject to appeal to Chairman of Civil Bill 

7. Farmers are in the habit of letting tenements to labourers at a 

to be liquidated by labour valued at so much a day The rent is Jen! 
lally calculated at a maximum standard, and the Wages at a minimum 
Aould reco “. mencI ttat in holdings under the Act the wages 
rent^T ^ “°° rdlu g to the current rate, and the rent a reasonable 
a condition Ju< ? g ? t0 deoide ' 14 stou!<1 als0 be made 

and employed ed "* W m ° ntUy between 

8. None. 

9. No. 

for labourers^dwebiut ^ ^ P °* !c 7 of a hrogating all restrictions upon loans 
T ° PJ 0pnetOrS - save Suoh as relate to security for 
thikSere ouvht / COm P eten * surveyor of the outlay made I 

borrowers Pllns ^ ^ ®° ard ° f Works I Jans ““P^Oiy on 

meTeWohihi Z § ,° laJ3 ? £7 ° ‘ £60 ’ m eTCn are 

),»!+ • u , tor y, of tl]e work required to he done. Every man is the 

°S ; SK ° Wn f air f’ and of ** -quIreLZ of £ 

kind of plan and ot- e * lmare _^ as built labourers’ dwellings on every 
dwell^V and * 2*5 7"^ from to £10 and £20 the 
thTXmeTs far med 71 £ lordship has advanced the condition of 
ne labourers far more by the small than by the large outlays. 



24th May, 1872. 



Thomas Gallwey, 

Killamey. 



5. Replies from The Knight of Kekky, Valencia. 

former te™°for eSfn *! 0 b y year, month, or week — the 

trial hut the own k3lie ^ abo . urers > the two latter for such as are on 

inexpensive me ®r should be insured the speediest, simplest, and most 
c3iWoftteL°t 1 “/where he shall have complied irith those 
the labourer 5 W 1C ^ are considered necessary for the benefit of 

be less *?°7 e tba “ a rood. I am disposed to think it should 

with uotn+oeo /,.i I;U0 ® lve a abourer enough ground to provide himself 
per4^d rm ( b e - r ^ amtition ) without the dange? of his being 
perverted from being a labourer into a kind of "pseudo" farmer. He 
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would require not merely as much land as would give potatoes sufficient 
for the year, but he must rest that ground after a season or two — in fact 
have a rotation with potatoes as a shift. 

A farmer ought to give an established labourer a piece of potato 
ground,* and at a moderate rent, but whether that is a thing that can bo 
regulated by legislation, I cannot undertake to say. 

2ST.B. — A most experienced Scotch farmer laird, Mr. Merkiam, of Kelso, 
has stated that the labourer’s garden should only be large enough to 
enable him to grow vegetables as a luxury, not to supply the staple of 
his food. 

3. I do not think the average labourer could possibly pay more than 
la. per week, even for a much improved dwelling with a little bit of 
garden. But no doubt exceptional cases, where better dwellings and 
labourers are paid much more than average wages, would be in question, 
and they should be included within the limits of the statute, which 
should therefore go at least up to £5. If, however, it is expected that 
much can be done in providing better dwellings for labourers, it will 
only be by farmers seeing that it is their interest to do so, and seeking 
to attract and to retain permanently the best class of labour available, 
by giving to such improved dwellings, with a little bit of garden, rent 
free, or at a nominal rent, in addition to a fair weekly wage. But in 
order to induce farmers to take this view, it is indispensable that if they 
deal fairly with their labourers they should have the cheapest and 
readiest means of getting rid of a labourer who disappoints their ex- 
pectations by bad conduct or by inefficiency. 

4. Kothing easier, if the general conditions of the letting be settled 
and set out in the Act, than a short agreement, that one party lets and 
the other takes so-and-so, under conditions of statute. 

5. To agree in the presence of witnesses to let to the labourer such 
and such a dwelling under conditions of statute. 

6. I know nothing better than the Assistant Barrister, who now 
having to decide so many land questions, seems the natural party to 
deal with this. 

7. It has been suggested that landlords should retain all labourers’ 
dwellings at their own command and let directly to labourers, thus pass- 
ing by the tenant who is the employer of the labourer. This feeling 
arose in consequence of the very hard way labourers were habitually 
treated by farmers when there was a glut of labour. Now this is all 
changed, and the labourer has the “ whip hand” of the farmer and does 
not need the above protection. But at any time it would have been a 
mistake. It would inevitably (t set up the back” of the labourer and 
lead to endless disputes. In those days a landlord should have left the 
dealing as to rent of house and other matters between farmer and 
labourer, but to have retained such a power over labourers’ cottages 
as that, if appealed to by the labourer, and that he found on inquiry that 
he was wronged, he might have taken back the cottage into his own 
hands in extreme cases and let directly to the labourer. It is for wiser 
heads than mine to say if such a safety valve could be embodied in a. 
statute. What has been said relates to all times, and to labourers’ 
dwellings generally ; but no doubt all dwellings that are created or 
brought under the statute, will be subject to conditions specially intro- 
duced for the benefit of the labourer — so that the farmer in reference to 
them will less need to be subject to any extra restriction. 

8. If this refers to bona fide “ caretakers,” parties specially employed 
in looking after property of their employers, I do not see any need for 
special provisions. If it is a conventional name for a tenant subject to 

• ^Not permanently, but to take one or two potato crops out of, in abort conacre. 
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ejectment or removal who is continued in possession of a tenement for 
his own convenience, ancl at his own desire. I think he should be 
made, if he is not already, as subject to instant removal as I assume a 
steward or any other servant to whom you give a dwelling while in your 
employment, would he. 

9. I can see no difficulty but the expense. 

10 . I cannot. I can only say that it is of the utmost importance to 
make the process as simple as possible. But from my experience I do 
not think it is the difficulties as to forms of application that is the ^reat 
deterrent to the rural mind. It is the difficulty of the subsequent ac- 
counts to be kept — the confusion arising after a progress report and 
inspection, from a portion of a work being rejected and a portion 
sanctioned — the difficulty of making your accounts tally with those of 
the Board, &c. I think all this might be very much obviated if the 
Board would consider the subject, and devise such forms and modes of 
keeping the accounts in the country as would be a guide to countryfolk. 
If all this was desirable before, it is doubly essential where loans are to 
be made in a lower stratum. 

P. Fitzgerald, Knight of Kerry, 

29th May, 1872. Glanleam, Valencia. 



6. Replies from . 

• 1. A yearly tenancy, determinable by three months notice. 

2. Half an Irish acre. 

3. Think that £7 per annum for house and land should be the maxi- 
mum, which should properly be within the statute. 

4. The simpler and shorter the better. 

5. If not in writing, the landlord should be bound to give satisfactory 
evidence of the terms thereof. 

6 . Think the Petty Sessions Court ought to have jurisdiction in this 
case. 

7. Power only given to let for a term of twelve months. 

9. A system of inspection and registration, well devised, would be of 
great benefit. 

10 . I have never applied for a loan, but I have heard from those who 
have applied that much time is lost, and considerable trouble and diffi- 
culty experienced in obtaining it. 



7. Replies from Sir Richard Theodore Orpen, Ardtully, 
Kenmare. 

1 . Before answering, I think it right to protest in the strongest man- 
ner against any legislation which shall impose on landlords the necessity 
of providing houses for labourers. It should be left entirely to landlords 
to do as they please in that matter. 

The Irish Land Act was carried through Parliament by the most 
enormous falsification of facts and misrepresentation of the general con- 
duct of Irish landlords ; and, I have no doubt, but that the same agencies 
will be employed to give another turn to the screw on the landlords of 
Ireland. The real motive for the Irish Land Act was never avowed — 7 
and it was well described by Judge Christian as an “ Act to punish 
those who had done nothing wrong. 

fgiT The labourers’ tenure should be a weekly tenure, to be terminated 
in case of neglect to keep roof and premises in repair. There is not the 
slightest chance of labourers doing so otherwise. The labourers shoultf- 
be liable to forfeiture of a certain sum if premises let* go out of repair. ' 
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2. Three quarters of an acre. 

3. The rent should be such as to give a fair interest for the sum ex- 
pended, and for the value of the land — or rather it should not be a money 
rent, but a weekly stoppage of so much out of the weekly wages. 

4. The letting should be in writing, and no stamp should be required. 
It should merely state the amount to be stopped weekly in lieu of rent out 
of weekly wages, and might be held (though not expressing it) to contain' 
a clause to keep in repair, to allow weekly reduction out of wages, to 
manure grounds properly, and to deliver up possession on a week’s notice . 
in writing — a few lines would be sufficient for this. 

5. The letting should be always in writing. 

6. 1 cannot tell what the Act may require, as it has not yet been 
passed, but I entirely object to the legislature or any one else interfering 
with the mode in which a landlord is. .to. manage his estate. 

I will only add here that I think every cottage should, for the sake of 
decency and morality have, at least, four rooms — a kitchen, a bedroom for 
labourer and wife, one for daughters up stairs, and one for sons below. 

.7. No tenant should be allowed to let lands, or cottages to laborers, 
unless having a lease for 31 years, without consent of landlord ; and 
any tenant who lets cottages or lands to his son, grandson, brother or 
nephew, though nominally, as a labourer, shall be considered as having 
sublet or divided his farm, or part thereof, and as having incurred the 
penalty consequent on subletting or subdividing. Nothing else will 
prevent tenants from dividing their farms among their sons under pre- 
tence of employing them as labourers. 

8. If a caretaker be in occupation for a month, it should be necessary 
for a magistrate at Petty Sessions to give an order to the police for put- 
ting him out on application of owner ; bub if in occupation for less than 
a month, the owner should be at liberty himself to turn the caretaker 
out, and if necessary, in eibher case, to break open the door. 

9. I object to all registration or inspection, or interference, such as is 
here suggested. 

10. I have nothing further to suggest, but again to protest against 
any further legislative interference with the rights of landlords. The 
Irish landlord is now little more than a rentcharger on his own estate. 

If he finds it his interest to build cottages for labourers, he will do so, 
but no one should be allowed to dictate to him on that subject. 

Richard T. Orpen, 

Ardtully, Kenmare. 

30th May, 1872. 



8. Replies from John F. Godfrey, Esq., Kilcoleman Abbey. 

1 • In case of a new tenant, I should prefer a yearly letting. If the 
tenant proved himself a good labourer, the term might be extended to 
from five to ten years. 

2. Half an acre if possible, but not less than one quarter would do.. 

3. Six pounds per annum. 

4. Land agents have different short forms by which they make small 
lettings in writing. 

. 5 In all cases the letting should be explicitly put down in writing. 
If this is not done, I cannot say what power the landlord could exercise. 

' I should say the Chairman at Quarter Sessions. 

7 . Tenants letting cottages to labourers should not be allowed to- 
charge a rack rent ; neither should they have it in their power ter make 
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the labourer pay his rent by so many days work at half the current nr! 

Tawfr 18 a TCry C0mm011 CUSt ° m ’ and W e on P 2 

.V 8 ;^ entl 7 is g™ e ™ u 7 made in the land agent’s book to the eff . 
that the man is put in as caretaker at so much ™ „„„ ™ effeot 

9. I should say the landlord or his agen cult to b/Z T W’ i ' 
of the condition of the houses. 8 8 ° be the best J^ges 

cf '»» tt. B-ri 

b,L™ H “““ ““ “■* B ” a !h "" ld «’• - •( concrete 



27th May, 1872. 



J. P. Godfrey, 

Kilcoleman Abbey. 



9. Replies from Edward Curling, Esq., Newcastle, West 
Go. jLimei'ick. ‘ 

tenants! ** “ " b# * t *“* tbe lab ” « be weeMy 

2. A quarter of an Irish acre of land 

wfth Wh edr0 ° mS> “ b6 

RttSsS-aBiaaa 

cha^d" adla^“s Sll ° UW “* * ^ 

4 — ^ ^ -- — 

lettiDa 

second^ by taking away Ms L£ and llMCttlhl^c-pt 

at L“fS:” n SeSSi ° nS ' ° r * be 0b ™ of tbe County 

prilton 011 ^ 4116 ° 0ttaSea b6 ereoted with tlle sanction °f the pro- 

m4e?toCs OVery ° f teEements sb0 " ld b« « easy in all cases as in 

but I doMT thMk °it nece a fs a rt°to S mv 0 T’® 0 * tte P re “ ises °“asionally, 
The Union q q ™* + * n ^?“ sar y t( ? P a 7 a Government Inspector. 

prejudicial to health ** ^ attend t0 the removal of Usances 

merits rf? ^ Kn [u * ^ ^ f 1 35 7*« b y annual instal- 
ment. 6 P rIn01 pal, ought to be sufficient encourage- 

The rule of the Board of Public Works confining the advances for 
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bona fide labourers ought to be extended to mechanics, artisans, and 
tradesmen — such as shoemakers, tailors, &c. 

Edward Curling, The Castle, Newcastle West, 

Co. Limerick. 

30th May, 1872. 



10. Replies from J. Townsend Trench, Esq., Kenmare. 

1. A monthly letting. 

2. Half an acre for potatoes, and grass for a cow. 

3. Five pounds per annum. 

4. I, labourer, propose and agree to take from 

farmer, a house and land at as 

monthly tenant, from 1st day of at the rent of £ 

per month. 

Signed, Labourer. 

Accepted, ' Farmer. 

Dated 18 

5. To keep the premises in repair against wind and weather ; and the 
dwelling should have a slated roof, and should have one room not less than 
10 feet square, and two bedrooms not less each than 6 feet by 10. 

. 6. The Petty Sessions Court — who should take evidence in the usual 
way. 

7. None. 

8. No. 

9. No. 

10. This is a point I have not considered. 

J. Townsend Trench, 

Kenmare. 

' May 23, 1872. 



11. Replies from Samuel Hussey, Esq., Edenburn, Tralee. 

1. Monthly • but giving the labourer a right to remove any crops he 
may have sown, as soon as they were fit for removal. 

2. Half a statute acre. 

3. One shilling per week. 

4. Yes. 

’ 5. The landlord should satisfy the magistrate that he had built a sub- 
stantial slated house, with kitchen and two sleeping rooms, and pigsty, 
and that he had let with it half a statute acre at the rate of Is. per week 
for the entire. 

6. The Magistrates at Petty Sessions, with right of appeal to the 
Quarter Sessions. 

7. Not more than one cottage, built as described in answer No. 5, to 
every twenty-five statute acres of arable ground. 

8. The present laws are sufficient. 

9. The sanitary officer in the. next town should be directed and em- 
powered to inspect all labourers’ cottages in the country. 

10. An officer might be appointed in the Board of Works’ Office who 
would be paid a per-centage on the money expended on building cottages, 
and who thus would have an interest ip. the expenditure of the money. 
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Government should advance money at 2J per cent., so that the prmcinal 
and interest for 35 years should only be 4 per cent As the- Cn-vF 
ment have recently confiscated 25 /er cent, h the sell4 vS^e ofZd' 
m the hopes of being able to pacify the tenants, they may now fairly 
make some sacrifice for the labourers, who were the parties driven^ 
emip-ation, whde the tenants had no such necessity. A good cotte 
could bo built for £50 ; and if money was given at 4 per cent the 
tenant could give 4 an acre with the house for is. per week. Care 
should be taken that if the tenant getting this money charged more 

XenaFty A ^ ^ ^ be ^ 

If these regulations were carried out, no rent should be recoverable 
out oi a house where there was only one apartment. 

Samuel Hussey, 

27th May, 1872. . Edenburn, Tralee. 



12. Replies from B. L. Fleming, Esq., Newcourt, Skibbereen. 

1 ShouH correspond with the term of hiring, and he yearly, quarterly 
monthly, <fec as the case might be. , A difference between the two 
periods would be most inconYenient. 

The usual term of hiring among farmers in this country is quarterly— 
and in the case of small farmers, the labourers usually reside with and 
are boarded by the employers. 

2. Must depend on circumstances. For a labourer without family, 
qmt ® auffioient ; with a family, say of eight, and some able 
to assist m tillage, 4 an aero not too much— or even enough. 

pay M rcg1Serrt“ qUatttity Mdby ”** I"** 

I allow my laboiu-ers from \ to 1 acre, according to their circum- 

he wnulilt 80 - Urbary m , the , 3ame proportion. One told me lately that 
aTe “o more laud, but be paid altogether in money, 
snbiert ? USe *?/ a )nlj au d bog, 4c., should be part of wages, and hot 

subject to rent (as is generally the case). ° 

+ lab r u ' e n leav ? em P'°yment before his crop is realized or Ms 

leaving ' ^ ^ all ° Wed Tahie of suoh cr0 P or tof oatj at time of 

mimstances of localities vary so much that it Would' be im- 
W sum . aa . ‘1 maximum or minimum rent. .' 

weii-lV a .' 1 ° uae , a )id land must, on account of the "ci-pp, : ’ be 

V p! , 1 I, anc '.'t 653 ^ le liiring were for tho same period, extreme incon- 

vemence would result tc both parties. ' ■ 

writing would be in most cases desirable ; but as in many 
T mw 1 u" lre1 ' u , or dourer can either read or write, it should not, 

1 conceive, be compulsory. 

® eas *°n a Court would, I imagine, arrive at the most correct 
■D • . n , as *° suo ^ questions. A power of appeal to the Assistant 
Bamster should, however, be reserved. 

. xn Quants and their labourers should be at liberty to 
make then- own terns with each other. 

TWmt™ rt^ ti0as would not, I imagine, be carried out. 

— # i , a ? ,° “ lre > residence, &c., will, in a remote district, be readily ac- 
1 / a oiu-ers, which near a town will be indignantly refused. 
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S. I conceive that any special provisions -would be nugatory as each 
case must depend on its own peculiar circumstances as to the thine to 
be done, and the compensation for doing it. 6 



May 27th, 1872. 



B. L. Fleming, 

Newcourt, Skibbereen. 



13. Replies from William Rowan, Esq., Belmont, Tralee. 

1. Yearly, but without compensation for disturbance. There should 
be compensation for unexhausted improvements suitable to the holding 

thus, if the labourer built the house himself and was put out within a 
year or two, he should get the full value of the house, and so on' in 
inverse proportion to the length of his tenancy, up to 20 years. The 
tenancy to be determinable each first of March, on three months’ notice 
from either party, without power of distraint, but with power to eject 
at Quarter Sessions for half year’s rent. 

2. Rot exceeding an Irish acre ; the amoimt in the Land Bill is too 
small. Irish measure is that best understood among the people. 

3. £5 for land, and £3 for house. 

4. Certainly. 

-A.- B., of hereby agrees to let to C. D., of 

labourer, in pursuance of the Act, 18 the plot of ground 

containing or thereabouts, together with 

the buildings thereon, at the yearly rent of £ payable half 

yearly, each 1st March and 1st September. And said 0. D. agrees to 
take said plot on said terms, to pay said rent, and to give up said 
premises in good condition, on the termination of the tenancy hereby 
created. 

Signed, A. B. 

0. D. 

Bated day of 18 



5. All lettings under the Act should be in writing on a 25. 6d. stamp, 
signed by both parties, and if by a marksman, witnessed. 

6. Quarter Sessions. 

_ 7 . One such cottage and holding to every fifteen acres should be suffi- 
cient- Tenauts should he restricted from giving free turbary in un- 
limited quantities. At present great waste is committed in this way. 

9. I t hi n k the sanitary laws give quite sufficient facilities for inspec- 
tion. Of course houses built under Clause 10 will he subject to inspec- 
tion when built, as to sufficiency of accommodation and good workman- 
ship, bub the inspection of private dwellings by officials is destructive of 
civil liberty and national independence of character. 

10. Payable in twenty annual instalments, with <£3 per cent, interest. 

William Rowan, 

Belmont, Tralee. 

June 6th, 1872. 



14. Replies from Eustace H. Leadek, Esq., Mount Leader, 
Millstreet. 



1. Just as long as it suits the employer. 

2. As much as the employer wishes to give. 

3. Rot knowing the statute, cannot say. 

H 2 
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I think when a landlord gives a house free to his labourers, he should 
have the power of turnmg out the labourer for any misconduct ^ 
. 4 ' Certamly, the shorter and simpler the better, provided the lal. n „v», ' 
is compelled to abide by it. 1 ae iaboule e 

5. The landlord should have the power to turn off his lalvmvm. *i 
moment he did not give him satisfaction, the same f any ottr 
whether the letting be in writing or not. It is very easy Cfte 
labomS. S emi,1 °y ment now > aad w for the landlord to get 

Jll B u?dl;^ 

8' None 110 * understand tlle < l uer y> not having seen the Act. 

9 Government interference should bo avoided if possible 

+ for T ney onoe ’ and as 1 had Sll0h difficulty to vet it I 

never troubled myself much about loans 7 g 1 



1st June, 1812, 



H. E. Leader, 

Mount Leader, Millstreet, 



15. 



Replies from J. W. Bechee, Esq., Castlehyde, Eermoy. 

SeiionsT,^ „ f ™ m r yeal ' t0 y ff '"dtliin jurisdiction of justices at Petty 
b^thekb avoiding a week ly or montlily tenancy, which is disliked 
by the laboui-er; and also giving the farmer- powerful case of dispute 

2 Not" mori^tl 1011 ® cb,ea P es f autl most expeditious court. 1 ’ 

3 £o°t Sffigir n ° r l6SS tha ” half “ *“■ 

merit migl^be 8 ^^ °°J dd be fetched in. the bill; agree- 

5 I think f ? tam P duty > and of file simplest nature 

ought to show tLftWoH 8 fl® T ting in a11 cases - ^dlord 

the occupier • that it woo 8 e f a d been built without any expense to 

that there was a vurrl ™ l* ° r tlled ’ plastered and properly finished ; 

was a Iona fide ‘labourer ' th^Wth^f ‘ ““ 11 T d tbat tlle tenant 

one family into it and bad ,)C laudlord ) llad not put more than 

arid that T 11 ?* re< l™ ed by ids agreement ; 

refused to work, or done unvothe^ 0 1 ™ pal ' t ’ ” 1,0,1 m jnredthe premises, 

6 The Pptt,r q • a y otbel unreasonable act. 
ssions. 6 ^ S ** y ® essl °ns Court of the district, with appeal to Quarter 



In my opMon'such^otte 11 ^ *° ^'i? ootta S e3 .°f a prescribed description, 
ought to be covered wi+1 S Tt ougllt *° con tain three apartments ; they 
a yard and f v tiles ’ and ™ Us ought to be plastered, 

one family one” y , 1 bould be attached to each ; to be occupied only by 
aZS m T bei ’ of . ^ to be a Iona fide kboure/ 7 
the cottage” or else « d ", oe f e11 ' landlord's consent to the building of 
sary for the workin ^ f fde Petty Sessions that such building is neces- 
co2ent is«S a6U ' farm ^ and that their ^lord's “refusal of 

taker, the o^^onffb+'T 1 ^ p ^°7 ed to be in tbe occupation of a care- 
proved before Petty S^ssiom^ ^ t0 remove him at a week ’ s noiioe ’ 
9. Labourers’ dwellings, under the proposed Act, could be 
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by the Petty Sessions Clerk in each district, for which the owner of the 
house might pay a small fee, and when registered, inspection by a com 
petent person could easily be arranged. 

10. Lowering the rate of interest to 3 per cent., and making the mode 
of application as easy as possible. 

Many landlords would, I think, gladly secure the repayment of loans 
for the purposes of the Act, provided the buildings so erected were ex 
eluded altogether from the operation of the Land Act, and provided the 
Chairmen of Quarter Sessions were not made further to interfere between 
tliem and tlieir tenants. 



29th May, 1872. 



J. W. Becher, 

Castle Hyde, Fermoy. 



16. Replies from William Norwood, Esq., Ballyhalwick. 

1. According to the hiring, if the hiring be by the week, the letting 
of house should be by the fortnight ; if the hiring be by the year the 
letting of house should be by the year- also ; but in all cases the tenancy 
of house should determine at same time as the hiring of the labourer. 

2. Prom 30 perches to \ acre (statute) according to number and a»e 

of family. ° 

3. One shilling per week for house and 6 il. per perch (that is, £4 per 
statute acre). I have given the maximum so as to include cases in 
neighbourhood of large towns, but in country districts half the above 
rates ought to be amply sufficient. 

4:. X think the section of Act of Parliament, same as the cottiers’ clauses 
in Deasy’s Act, should state under what conditions (exclusive of the 
amount of rent) should be necessary to give summary jurisdiction, if so 
mentioning that tlie letting is under such clause of Act of Parliament, and 
entering the names of the parties and the amount of rent ought to be 
sufficient. 

5. I would not give any summary powers unless the letting was in 
writing, and to encourage such lettings this ought to be free from stamp 
duty. 

6. The Petty Sessions Court of the district. 

It will be obj ected to tlie above that the sitting justices will be, perhaps, 
prejudiced, but 99 cases out of 100 will be cases of tenant farmers against 
their labourers and vice versa, and obliging such parties to go to the loss 
of time and money that would be involved by going to quarter sessions, 
would be practically a denial of justice. 

7. Where the tenant had power by lease or otherwise to build cottages 
and let them, I would not impose any restrictions. 

8. Yes. I think the law should provide much simpler means of getting 
rid of caretakers than now exist. 

9. Certainly not. 

. 10. The preliminary expenses could certainly be reduced very con- 
siderably, but with this exception, I think the present mode is very 
simple and expeditious. 

William Norwood, 

Ballyhalwick, Dunmanway, 

May 27, 1872. 
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Reports of Poor Law Inspectors 
17. Replies from Richabd J. Mahony, Esq., Dromore, Kenmare 

1. The shorter the better. 

Supposing a small farmer or occupier to have but one or two labourers 
it would be a great loss to bin to have to go through the delay of a 
tedious eiectment process with a labourer who chose to strike or to leave 
his employment at a busy time. ’ 

I should recommend a weekly tenure. 

2. I should say not less than a quarter of an acre or more than one 
acre. 

If the grass of a cow be given, it should be simply the privilege of 
grazing, otherwise the labourer becomes a small farmer, and bis employer 
loses bis services at the most important seasons, through the former 
being taken up with his own interests. 

. * give three-quarters of an acre and the summer grazing of a cow pro- 
viding them with a cow-house, and compelling them to feed the cow off 
their land in winter, i.e., with root crops. 

3. It would he impossible to fix a rigid maximum figure ; as the re- 
quirements, accommodation, and conveniences, will differ according to 
place and circumstances ; but I think the rent of the house should never 
exceed 5 per cent, on the outlay of building, while the land should be let 
at the average rate of the district ; but such arrangements would again be 
modified by the rate of wages. 

It would be a rash experiment also to legislate prospectively for a ones- 
tion now m active transition. r 

4. There is an excellent form in Mr. M'Creedy’s book on the Land Act. 
O. ±t should, always be in writing. 

6. The nearest and simplest machinery would he the best, viz., the 
Court of Petty Sessions. 

7. They should give the proprietor the option first. If he refused 
arbitrary or capriciously, they should have the right of bringing the 
matter before the Land Court of Quarter Sessions, and obtaining liberty 
to build, if it is proved to be necessary. 

Provision should be made that they give sufficient accommodation in 
accordance with Sir W. Somerville’s Act, and that they do not let at rack 
rent or make other exorbitant terms with labourer. But this will pro- 
bably be unnecessary in view of the rising value of labour, 
o Ti- , ases arc a fr' ea dy provided for by legislation, 
a. I think there might be a system of registration under the Land 
Act, and that all houses bona, fide for labourers or small artisans should 
be exempt from poors rates and taxes, if they were found up to a cer- 
tain standard of accommodation and maintenance. It might be done at 
a nominal cost to the country, and would be an inducement to people to' 
c improved bouses, and would outlaw tbe wretched cabin, still too 

c0 *?2 j n ’ a j ™ com ' a g e labourers also to maintain their houses in a neat 
and tidy condition. 

10. Above all things avoid over-legislation. Let the powers and terms 
of contract be as free as possible. Protect the builder, and employer from 
annoyance of overholding, <fcc., in fact let him have a bona tide work- 
a co *~ ler tenant. Let all legal proceedings be under summary 
J ii c ion. Cumbersome legalities will alarm and drive away both 
enterprise and philanthropy. ~ 

It would be an encouragement to tenants for life, to give money at 4 

percent., for building labourers’ houses. 



May 29th, 1872. 



Richaed J. Mahony, 

Dromore, Kenmare. 
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18. Replies from Leopold Shuldham, Esq., Coolketure, Bun- 
manway, Co. Cork. J • 

1. A yearly contract, terminating February 1st, so as to allow .the 
incoming labourer time to prepare bis garden. Either party on a month’s 
written notice, and proof before the Bench at Petty Sessions of miscon- 
duct on one part, or harsh treatment or neglect in keeping the labourers’ 
dwelling in substantial repair, on the other being entitled to rescind the 
contract. Compensation to either party aggrieved to be found by two 
umpires, and referee selected by them. 

2. An acre as a maximum, but very few labourers’ families could do 
justice to more than half an acre. 

3. According to the requirements of the Act as tp accommodation and 
size, from £6 to <£8 per annum. 

f I, A. B., labourer, engage to serve C. D., gentleman, or farmer, 
residing at for the space of one year, commencing 

and ending February 1st, at the yearly wages of (say)- thirty pounds, 
subject to the deduction of (say) £8 yearly, for the rent of my house and 
an acre of ground, to be chosen by agreement in presence of witnesses, 
between 0. D. and me. 

Witnessed,- . .•> Signed, • 

5. Difficult to answer, as the summary powers are not given. Every 
letting ought to be in writing, and every difficulty should be imposed on 
verbal contracts, so as to discourage them. 

6. Petty :Sessions Court, with an appeal to Quarter Sessions ; but in 
order to give greater confidence in the decisions in the lower courts, I 
would clireot.the Stipendiary to attend on notice when land cases were 
to be tided, and that from no distrust of the local Magistracy, who,, as a 
rule, do their duty most impartially. 

7. Permission in writing from the landlord and proof by competent 
persons that the tillage and reclamation of the tenant’s farm require the 
number of cottages contemplated by the tenant, or you will convert the 
present tenants into middlemen of a far worse stamp than those from 
which Ireland is only now recovering, and have the country swarming 
with a destitute population, as it was before the famine. 

8. On proof before Petty Sessions Court of over-holding on part of 
caretaker, the duty of removal should be put on the police. Happily no 
one keeps a well trained set of bailiffs, or requires them — consequently, 
when a solitary case arises, it is absolutely impossible to get a set of men 
together who will act without undue harshness to the evicted, and yet 
with sufficient firmness to carry out the law. 

9. Emigration has so lessened the population, that labourers are quite 
in a position to take care of their own interests, and if they do not de- 
mand better dwellings, it is because they are practically quite indifferent 
so that they be protected from wind and wet. In fact provision would 
require to be made against the subletting by labourers of superior dwell- 
ings. 

10. - No, because a solvent tenant can always raise money at the banks 
on remunerative interest for improvements, and any facilities for raising 
money through Government loans would only benefit the insolvent and 
lead to endless cheating. 

I have not attempted to do more than suggest, leaving to lawyers to 
frame. 

Leopold Shuldham, 

~ ‘ Coolketure, Dunmanway, Co. Cork* 

May 26th, 1872. ‘-.A- 7 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




120 



Reports of Poor Law Inspectors 



19. Replies from Daniel Connek, Manch House, Ballfneen: 

1. The farmers invariably m ke an agreement with their labourers 

for one year, usually commencing 25th March. No reason 
altering that arrangement. imo reason exists for 

2. The labourers attach no value to a garden : they grow no ve™+,M 
except cabbage. Within the few past years the cStom of 
cabbage on the ridge of the potato beds has become so general thSTS 

Bot 6 fOT mU f garc,e “ attached® to the^ 

About 50 years ago when I came over from England to reside in this 
country, I inserted m all my leases that a quarter of an acre of £ 
should go with each labourer’s house. X found that the labourers in 
variably, without one exception, instead of planting any vegetables duv 
j?*? s n rfaoe . a nd ad| ied it to their manure heap, so that in a few year! 
it was all earned away. It was a constant cause of quarrel between the 
farnei and the labourer, and there was no means of preventing it 

amount of Tane r m ? erent looalities ’ ™d depends so rnufh on the 
mount of perquisites given — such as grass for sheep, manured <m>unrl 

mum Peih^s lr and *" tUrnipS ’ & °” tbat “ “ difficult to Sx a maxi- 

.t f for m °f agreement, unstamped, could easily be prepared 

and enfoiced by requiring it as a preliminary to enable the case to be 
heard by the Magistrates at Petty Sessions. ° 1)8 

o. Answered in No. 4. 

ments^ofA^re “ th ° ri * SWd be mtil ^ 
8.' None 63 ^ 0118 Sh ° Uld b ® Settled by tbe laudlol ’d and tenant. 

10 ** 0Cmli b ® conduote d b y tlie Constabulary. 

Daniel Conner, 

Chairman Dunmanway Board of Guardians, 
„„ Manch House. 

■ May 25th, 1872. 



20. Replies from Loed Headley, Aghadoe House, Killamey. 

*•— 

tempt hm^rom^i^teL^ 0 <luar f ei- sta,tute acre— at least not enough to 

— where f^cau 

ch|aJte S r and condition of thf eott“e tbe Mghest ’ depending upon the 

5 Si^nlvi bS “ 6 °!f ? 1 not. Vide answer No 1 

6.' That the 1 Ma vtf ^ is Sllitable a “d the garden sufficient, 

at the asstet at Pett y Sessions-open perhaps to appeal 

be bound to kem^the cottav a P owed to over-charge labourers, and should 
are kept tidy. ° 6 121 § 00( ^ re pair — also to see that the gardens 

8. I should say no. 

re^ds™^ioimfLpe^oh! iSmay ^ °P en to consideration, at least as 
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1 0. Let tlie Board of W orks look to this and by a liberal system tempt 
applications. 

Headley, 

Aghadoe House, Killarney. 

6 June, 1872. 

21. Replies from George Sardes, Esq., Lietowel. 

1. All would depend on circumstances and tlie facilities given for 
getting up tlie holdings in case the occupiers neglected or refused to 
work, as is too often the case, on getting into possession. The able bodied 
members of a labourer’s family, for the most part, emigrate or go into 
service, leaving the old and infirm to occupy the dwellings, thus defeat- 
ing the object in giving such dwellings. 

2. At the most one statute acre. When more land is given, an eicuse 
is always made by the occupiers that they cannot work as labourers, 
when called on to do so, as they have their own crop to attend to and 
cultivate. 

3. No one could give a general reply to this query, all would depend 
on the quality of the land and the expense of the buildings let. 

4. The shorter the better, provided there be a summary mode of evic- 
tion before justices at little expense. Not unless the landlord or owner 
has this power, any agreement appeal’s quite useless. 

5. I really do not know, unless I know what the summary powers may 
be. I think all lettings should be in writing. 

6. Unless I knew the requirements of the Act I could not say. 

7. In no case ought tenants be allowed to build or let cottages with- 
out the written consent of tlie landlords. If such a permission is given 
irrespective of the owners’ sanction, it will lead, in my opinion, to the old 
miserable state of things, pauper tenants and pauper population. 

8. A greater difficulty in getting back the possession than ought be in 
such cases. Demands of possession and legal proceedings before J ustices, 
which are frequently found both inconvenient and expensive. 

9. There might be, if desirable, but inspection without some means of 
enforcing cleanliness and regularity in a summary way, would tend to 
little good. 

10. None. 

George Sandis, 

Listowel. 

4th June, 1872. 



•22'. Replies from Richard Ellis, Esq., Glenasrone, Abbeyfeale. 

1. A shorter period than one year could not be given, particularly 
when query 1 is taken with query 2. 1 suggest but one year to counteract 
as much as possible the combination of strikes, the ill-disposed forcing 
the well-disposed labourer. At Abbeyfeale labour is now 18s. a week. 
In some places, including maintenance. A labourer proved to belong to 
an organized body for a strike should, in my opinion, be deprived of liis 
cottage. 

2. Half an acre. _• * 

3. Seven per cent, on expense of building the house, and £-2 per half 
acre. 

4. The Crown Lawyer could answer this better than I could. ..j 
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5. Simply to give liis house and garden according to query 3. The 
house to be kept in repair by tenant. 

6. Petty Sessions Court. 

7. The same as on landlords — viz., to give tlie house ; not to exceed a 
rent of 7 per cent, on first cost ; land not to exceed £1 per half acre ; 
labourer to keep all such in repair. 

8. A caretaker ought to be subject to dismissal at pleasure. 

9. Certainly.' ' 

10. I do not know what the existing regulations are. 

Richard Ellis, 

Glenasrone, Abbeyfeale. 



23. Replies from Gerard O’Connor, Esq., Tralee. 



1. Yearly. 

2. Half a statute acre. 

3. It would depend on the quality of the land, and size and value of 
the house. 

4. I think very easily. 

5. All agreements under a statute should be in writing, to prevent 
litigation. 

6. The authority of Magistrates at Petty Sessions. 

7. None, except those within the limits of the letting agreement. 

8. It is difficult to answer this question, not knowing what tlie scope 
may be of an Act of Parliament designed for the purpose of carrying out 
the intentions of the Legislature. If a farmer desires to let a cottage to 
a labourer, it is with the view of having the labourer work for him when 
he requires his labour • but if the labourer refuses to work for him and 
goes to work to a different person, then the farmer regards as a person 
on his farm who is of no advantage to him, but a disadvantage and an 
injury, as he occupies a position on the lands which should be filled by a 
man who would give his labour to tlie tenant of the farm. 

9. I don’t see the object, as none is suggested. But neither do I see 
any difficulty in effecting such a purpose. 

10. No. 



May 27th, 1872. 



Gerard O’Connor, 

Denny-street, Tralee. 



24. Replies from Mr. Henry Doran, the Park, Killarney. 

1. Yearly tenancy. It is desirable the year should end 1st November, 
terminable by a month’s notice from employer or employed. 

2. Not more than two acres, or less than quarter of an acre. The 
latter would apply to allotments near towns, where land is valuable. In 
very many cases labourers’ dwellings are placed on bog or moor land. 
On that description of land, I consider the quantity of land should be 
from one to two acres. 

3; Two pounds ten shillings per annum. 

4. The letting should he in writing. 

6. Magistrates at Petty Sessions Court. 

7. The labourers-wages shouldbe paid him in cash. 

8. A fixed weekly or monthly sum should be agreed on to pay the 

caretaker. r 
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Possession can then at any time he recovered by a week’s or month’s 
notice, as the case may be. 

Henry Doran, Agriculturist to the Earl of Kenmare. 

The Park, Killarney. 

10th day of June, 1872. 

25. Replies from Tho O’Donovan, Lisard, Skibbereen. 

4. Letting should be in -writing, or on a printed form, which should . 
be signed by both parties in duplicate. Each party to keep a copy — form 
to be of the most simple construction. 

6. Two Magistrates at Petty Sessions, with appeal to Quarter Sessions. 

8. The written document should show in what capacity the occupier 
was put into possession, whether as labourer or caretaker only, and if the 
latter what his special duties are to be. 

9. The registration would be quite possible, and the inspection possible 
and desirable, but the difficulty would be to find persons locally informed, 
and impartially constituted, to inspect with any probability of giving 
satisfaction. 

10. No. 

O’Donovan, 

Lisard, Skibbereen. 

June 6, 1872. 



26. Replies from John Sealt, Esq., Castleisland. 

1. Monthly or weekly tenants, as small tenements are now generally 
held in towns or villages, where fairs or markets are held. 

2. Not exceeding a plantation acre. 

3. Impossible to be exact, lands differing in value so much— it may 
vary from five to eight pounds per acre. 

4. A parol agreement sufficient, if a monthly or weekly tenancy be 

adopted. . 

5. The same powers as at present connected with small tenements m 

towns, 14 & 15 Vic., chap. 92, sec. 15. . 

6. Petty Sessions Court and power of appeal to Quarter Sessions Court. 

7. I can't say. 

8. . No. The present Act is sufficient. 

9. I think not. 

10. No. ... T : ‘ 

John Sealy, 



Moloughmarkey. 



June 10, 1872. 



27. Replies from T. Somerville, Esq., Drishane, Skibbereen. 

1. So long as the labourer and employer agree. 

2. Half an acre to a man with a small family. 

One acre, to a -man with large family. . ■ _ , 

3. Three pounds annually for a comfortable house and half an acre of 

land. . • ‘ : V* • - • ’ , 

■■ ■ Seventeen and sixpence when the additional land bq required. _ 

■ 4. Every letting ought to be in writing for the guidance and satisfac- 
tion of both partieB. 
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6. The least expensive is proceeding before Chairman at] Quarter 

Sessions. _ • 

7. Under the supposition that a tenant is restricted as to the number 
of cottages to be built on his farm. 

He is bound to keep the cottage of his labourer in good order. 

This mav be decided by the Bench of Petty Sessions. 

8. None. 

9. To prevent this being inquisitorial, I would enable Boards of 
.Guardians to offer such prizes as the Government may suggest for half a 
dozen cottages the best kept in the union — to be inspected by some per- 
son appointed by the board or by some neighbouring agricultural society. 

10. The books of the union are a good index to the holding of the 
farmers. 

The guardians, on applications, to have power to recommend for loans, 
having made full inquiry as to the wants and requirements of a loan. 

Advances to be made on the recommendation of guardians by the proper 
authorities. 

T. Somerville, 

Drishane, Skibbereen, 

June 22, 1872. 



28. Replies from George F. Trench, Esq., Abbeylands, Ardfert. 

1. Labourers 1 houses should be, so far as possible, built in connexion 
with farms under such arrangement as I suggest in answer 8. 

But in all cases where the labourer’s dwelling is situated in a village or 
town or unconnected with any farm, I consider it best that he should hold 
his house at a monthly rent under the landlord. 

The objections to this are : 1. That it separates the farmer’s and 

labourer’s interest. 2. Opens the way to casual labour and petty indus- 
tries. 3. And throws upon the landlord the onus of supplying labourers. 

2. Not more than \ acre, statute, and this not compulsory except under 
the provisions of my answer No. 8. 

3. As no labourer’s house ought to cost more than £100 — the annual 
rent, land included, ought not to exceed £5 or eight and fourpence 
monthly. 

5. No summary powers ought to be given under the proposed Act in 
regard of any letting not in writing. 

The landlord must in that case depend on the provisions of the Act of 
1851, 14 and 15 Vic., c. 92, s. 15. 

6. Two Jnstices at Petty Sessions. The existing Acts on the subject, 
viz., that of 1851, that of 185G, and of 1861, are sufficient for all pin-poses 
relating to labourers holding under landlords ; the new Act is only required 
to enforce the provisions of my answer No. 8. 

7. See below No. 8. 

. 8. The best arrangement for labourers’ cottages is that they form a part 
of the tenant’s holding, being built by the landlord on each farm in the 
proportion of one labourer’s house to every 40 acres of arable land and 
the tenant paying a per-centage on the outlay, and agreeing with the 
landlord and labourer to keep him in constant employment. That the 
-labourer occupy the house as “ caretaker,” paying no rent. That the 
tenant be bound to give him -J acre of land (as more could not be culti- 
vated after hours) in a con-acre letting at a rent not exceeding the acre- 
'able rent of the farm, and that the tenant be bound to keep the house in 
tenantable repair, and to pay him the amount of any crop which may be 
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growing when dispossessed, the sum to he fixed by a valuator mutually 
agreed upon. And that upon dispossessing any labourer he be required 
to get and produce the written consent of his landlord or the agent of 
the property, to such disturbance. 

9. I propose that the Relieving Officer of each district be bound to 
make and keep up a register of all the labourers’ dwellings in his district, 
and to make a periodical inspection with a view to sanitary conditions, 
and to receive complaints from labourers, and to serve notice of any defect 
upon the employer or landlord requiring him to correct the same, and in 
default, that he have power to summon before one magistrate, who shall 
have power to enforce liis order by such means as may be determined. 

10. 1. Title deeds once presented not to be again required in regard of 
any subsequent loan on the same estate. 

2. Power to tenants, with landlord’s consent, holding 100 acres of ar- 
able land to get loans for labourers’ houses in the proportion of one house 
to every' 50 acres of arable land not including a steward’s or herd’s house. 

3. Power to get loans for building agricultural limekilns. 

4. Power to get loans for building flour-mills where required. . 

5. Power to get loans for. building National teachers’ houses. 

6. Powers to get loans for any work which the Commissioners may con- 
sider advisable" for the welfare of the agricultural population. 

George F. Trench, 

Abbeylands, Ardfert. 

June 25, 1872. 



29. Replies from William Talbot Goslin, Esq., Ardfert 
Abbey. 



1. I consider the most convenient arrangement for labourers’ dwellings 
is that they should form part of the tenant farmer’s holding and the rent 
of them be included in the rent paid by him. 

That the labourer should, as the tenant’s servant, occupy the house as 
caretaker, such occupation being calculated as part wages, and the wages 
proportionately reduced. In short, that the Scotch system as regards 
herds’ houses should be followed as nearly as possible. And that the 
agreement between tenant and labourer should be in writing. 

2. The tenant should be bound to let with each labourer’s dwelling a 
garden of 1 rood, statute measure, as not more can be cultivated by the 
labourer after hours. The letting should be that of con-acre and be in 
wilting. 

3. The rent to be paid for the land should not exceed the acreable rent 
of the farm. 

4. Form of agreement for the house : — 

I acknowledge that I have been this day put into occupation of the 
house at lately occupied by , as caretaker of (tenants 

name) at the wages of one penny per month, and that I may be discharged 
as such caretaker at the will and pleasure of the said (tenant s name). 



Dated this 



Signed 



Witness. 



(Labourer’s name). 



7. The tenant should be bound not to admit more than one family 
into the labourer’s house. To keep the house in tenantable repair. 
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In case the labourer shall be 'dispossessed by the tenant tb«, , , . 

any growing crop or manures of the labourer shall be fixed hv, f™ ° f 
mutuaUy agreed upon, and the amount paid to the labourer bt a^ ? 

S. See previous answers. Further that rm ^ „ tenant - 

possessed from his dwelling without the consent of the 6 ’]’ S ^f U ^ dia - 
property or his agent, given before hand in writing ^ Iandlol ' <i of the 

9. I propose that a register of all the labour™’ 
made and kept up tom time to time with the labnu™ f should be 
and the landlord's names and resid^cl W t L Reb? ’ ^ 

Poor Law District, and that the r?Sn / nffiu IT 8 0 ? cerrf e«=h 
special inspection of all such houses ivitlA vi« 6 + ^ ^° un<i to a 
three times in every year, at intervals of fom ^ °, samta | r y conditions, 
conditions are founS Latii"o ^“me Stt* 
employers requiring them to make in- fl . +• Same to . tena ^ts or 
consider necessary, and that power he given to magi^faSto “V* T 
same by such means as may be determined. Also aatt]ns r!^?°r he 
^IJe opento inspection on the part of 

Wm. Talbot GtOslin, 

June 24, 1872. Ardfert Abbey, Tralee. 
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GENERAL SUMMARY 

OF THE 

Poos Law Inspectors' Replies to the Ten Queries in the 
Instructions. 



1. As to Tenure : — 

Mr. Robinson.- — The tenure should be monthly or weekly, determin- 
able on seven days' notice, 

Mr. W. Hamilton. — The tenure should be in accordance with the 
hiring. 

Dr. Brodie. — Where the labourer is continuously employed — per- 
missive occupation ; where not continuously employed— -yearly. 

Mr. O'Brien. — Short tenure, contingent upon term of service. 

Dr. King. — Monthly. 

Dr. Roughan. — From year to year, with power to terminate at a 
month’s notice. 

Mr. R. Hamilton. — No tenure at all ; the house to be part of the 
wages. If lie is made a tenant, the tenure should correspond 
with the length of service. 

Dr. Burke. — Annual tenancy, determinable by a three months 
notice^ 

Mr. Bourke. — Weekly. 

Mr. Horsley. — Regulated by the length of the hiring, but not less 
than a month or more than a year. 



2. As to Quantity of Land: — 

Mr. Robinson, Mr. O'Brien, and Mr. R. Hamilton each recommend 
from one -rood to one acre. 

Mr. W. Hamilton. — Twenty perches to 100 perches. _ 

Dr. Brodie and Dr. Burke each recommend half an acre, Dr. King 
a quarter of an acre, Dr. Roughan and Mr. Bourke each two to 
four roods, and Mr. Horsley a quarter to half an acre. 



3. As to the Maximum Amount op Rent : — 



Mr. Robinson suggests 10s. a- month. ' . ■ 

Mr. W. Hamilton, Dr. King, and Mr. Horsley— Five pounds a year. 
Dr. Brodie— Olio shilling a week with a rood of grounds or Is. 6 d. a 
week : with half an acre. 



Mr. O'Brien.— Tvro shillings a week. . 

Dr. Roughan. — Four pounds a year. 

Mr. Richard Hamilton— One shilling to 2s. a week. 

Dr. Burke— Four pounds a year, or £5 in the vicinity of large t owns. 
Mr. Bourke. — Five pounds a year for a house to accommodate a 
family ; £i for a single man or a married man without children. 



4. As to Form op Aqreement : — 

Mr. Robinson, Mr. W. Hamilton, Dr. Brodie, Mi’. O’Brien, Dr. King, 
Dr. Roughan, Dr. Burke, Mr. Bourke, and Mr. Horsley have sug- 
gested forms of agreement which will be found annexed m then 
reports. 
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5. As to Conditions necessary, if Letting is not in Writing, to 

enable Landlords to exercise the summary powers given. 

Mr. Robinson, Mr. O'Brien, Dr. Roughan , and Dr. Burke would not 
recognise an agreement, as under the Act, unless in writing. 

Mr. W. Hamilton . — That the landlord should keep premises in 
repair. 

Dr. Brodie. — That the landlord should keep premises in repair, and 
give compensation for manure and crop. 

Dr. King. — Landlord should show that he has kept out the weather, 
and that tenant has not fulfilled -his agreement. 

Mr. R. Hamilton. — Certain specified statutory provisions should fie 
by law implied in the contract of hiring, and the landlord should 
prove that he has fulfilled those conditions. 

Mr. Bourke. — Landlord should be bound to provide suitable accom- 
modation and specified quantity of land, and to keep- premises in 
repair at stated rent, and to secure the labourer constant work at 
current wages ; a breach of any of these conditions to disentitle 
him to summary remedies. 

Mr. Horsley. — Landlord to prove that he upheld the premises in 
repair — that he had fulfilled his engagements with the tenant, 
but that the tenant had violated his in some important particular. 

6. As to the Authority to decide whether' the Landlord had 

COMPLIED WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE ACT : 

Mr. Robinson and Mr. O'Brien. — The Magistrates at Petty Sessions. 

Mr. W. Hamilton . — The Petty Sessions Court of the district, with 
power to appeal to the Quarter Sessions. 

Dr. Brodie. — The Petty Sessions, the unpaid Justices and one 
Stipendiary Magistrate. 

Dr. King. — The Petty Sessions Court, no Magistrate to act iii Ms 
own case, and one to be a Resident Magistrate. 

Dr. Roughan . — In disputes of a .serious nature, the Magistrates at 
Petty Sessions ; in those of a trivial kind, -a labourers’ cottage 
board. 

Mr. R. Hamilton. — Petty Sessions '; the case to be beard by two or 
more Justices wfio have no interest in the matter. There 
should be an appeal to Quarter Sessions. 

Dr. Burke— Presuming the building loan to have been granted 
by the Board of "Works, the Inspector of that Board, or some 
officer specially appointed for the purpose, unconnected with the 
county. 

Mr. Bourke. — The Resident Magistrate with the aid of two asses- 
sors appointed annually at Petty Sessions. 

Mr. Horsley. — Two Justices or a Resident Magistrate sitting 
alone, with appeal to Chairman of Quarter Sessions, but no 
landlord or agent to act in his own case. 

7. As to Restrictions to be imposed on Tenants letting Cottages 

to Labourers under the Act : 

Mr. Robinson . — That he should only let to the labourer for the pur- 
poses of the Act ; that the occupant be a bona fide hired labourer ; 
that the labourer should not be allowed to sub-let or take lodgers. 

Mr. W. Hamilton. — Rone, except that the dwelling should at least 
not be unfit for human habitation. , 

Dr. Brodie . — The tenant should be entitled, without landlords 
consent, to build a cottage for every 25 acres — iO acres being m 
tillage. The only restriction being that it should fulfil the 
essential conditions of health and decency. ‘ 
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7. As to Restrictions on letting Cottages, &c. — continued. 

Mr. O’Brien.— No tenant should be allowed, without his landlord’s 
consent, to let a cottage to a labourer not required for his own 
farm. The tenant should be bound to enforce the provisions 
against sub-letting or taking lodgers. 

Dr. King.— Sot to permit more residents than are required for the 
purposes of the farm, and not to permit lodgers. 

Dr. Jioughan. — That cottage should be let bond fide to labourer 
required for the farm, and that none but his family be allowed 
to inhabit it. If landlord refuse to build, tenant should be per- 
mitted to do so. r 

-Mil*. R. Hamilton. — Not more than one cottage for twenty-five acres 
of arable land. Landlord’s consent to build to be asked, and on 
'his refusal tenant to have a right of appeal to Chairman of 
Quarter Sessions. Precautions should be taken against tenant 
building cottages for his children, against letting rooms to lodgers, 
and against obtaining spirit licences. 

Dr. Burke. — Sub-letting should be considered equivalent to notice 
to quit. 

Mr. Bourke. — Sees no good object in placing restrictions on tenants 
letting cottages to their farm labourers. 

Mr. Horsley. — A prohibition against letting a cottage to more than 
one labourer and family, against forcing upon him joint-tenants 
or lodgers, against letting to anyone but a labourer or artisan 
necessary for the farm, and against the exaction of excessive 
rent. Require tenant to pay his labourers weekly in cash. 

8. As to Special Provisions in the case op Houses occupied by 

Caretakers, 

Mr. Robinson, Mr. W. Hamilton, Dr. Broclie , Mr. O'Brien, Dr. 
King, Mr. R. Hamilton, Dr. Burke, Mr. Bourke, and Mr. Horsley 
consider the existing law sufficient. Mr. Horsley however thinks 
the landlord should be bound to keep the cottage in as good repair 
as if the caretaker were a tenant. 

Dr. Roughan suggests that lettings to caretakers should be defined 
in writing, ancl that magistrates should have summary jurisdiction 
to remove not only caretakers put in with the owner’s permission, 
but also of others put in without his permission. 

Mr. Bourke suggests that the operation of the law in this respect 
should be limited to bond fide caretakers paying no rent, and 
that the term “ Servants or herdsmen” should be excluded. 

9. As to Registration and Inspection of Labourers’ Dwellings. 

Mr. Robinson. — Periodical inspection would not be of much advan- 
tage. . Inspection by order of Magistrates when required for 
special purposes would be sufficient. 

Mr. W. Hamilton. — Nothing beyond a registration similar to that of 
23rd Vic. cap. 26. The condition of labourers’ dwellings ought 
to be subject to public control under an efficient Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Dr. Brodie. — Registration could be adopted with advantage, the 
Union to be the registration district, and the Clerk of the Union 
the Registrar. 

Mir. O'Brien. — There should he a clause in the agreement enabling 
the head landlord to enter and inspect and enforce proper repairs. 

I 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




130 



Reports of Poor Law Inspectors 



9. As to Registration and Inspection, &c. — continued. 

Dr. King .— They should be registered with the Clerk of Union 
Petty Sessions Clerk and be subject to inspection by the Disn-irf 
Inspector of the Board of Works. ct 

Dr. Koughan . — A system of registration through the Board of 
Guardians acting as a Labourers’ Cottage Board : inspection bv 
the Relieving Officer. J 

Mr. Jt. Hamilton and Dr. Burke . — Inspection by the Sanitary 
Inspector ; registration with Clerk of Union. 3 

Mr. Bourhe. Registration and inspection would be so distasteful 
that it would probably render the Act inoperative. 

Uv Honky -.-lt exempted from rates might be registered with 
Clerk of Union and inspected by Relieving Officers or Sanitary 
Officers. Board of Works might, on report, order inspection and 
require proyed defects to be remedied. 



10. As TO MODIFICATION OF REGULATIONS FOR PEOCyRING LOANS AND 

SIMPLIFYING MODE OF OBTAINING ADVANCES : 

Dr. Burke is of ojiinion that the present regulations are sufficiently 
accommodating. The other inspectors advocate reduction in the 
cost of obtaining loans, simplification of proceedings, extension 
of borrowing powers to tenants, the lands to be charged, reduction 
of rate of interest, reduction iii minimum amount of loans 
granted, extension of period for repayment, and increased local 
iacilities for obtaining information. 

Dr. Roughan adds that in no instance in bis district has a proprietor 
availed himself of the existing borrowing powers, the deterring 
cause being not the stringency of the regulations but the dread of 
the cottiers becoming chargeable to the electoral division. 

Mr. Horsley _also refers to the expenditure as the deterring cause, 
and Mr. BourJce would in the case of owners remove the present 
restriction of the number of houses to be built, to such number 
as the Board of Works may consider sufficient. 



ABSTRACT OP REPORTS. 



General Observations. 

Mi . Robinson. -ITas consulted gentlemen who have directed their atten- 
tion to the question, and has received many valuable suggestions from 
tlie ^ umes given under respective heads. 

M r n Jrlumi Lto n. Has been in communication with landlords, agents, 
enan s, a ouieis, and county surveyors, and has endeavoured to ascer- 
am e ega , medical, and clerical views on the subj act, which he regards 
as a ma ei o immense and vital importance. Replies to queries given 
under respective heads. ■ i 6 

Di . Biodie. The subject is one of much social importance, that the 
a ounng class may be made more contented and comfortable, and that 
encouiagement should be given to keep a fair proportion of the land in 
1 ^ e ~ l r ls with difficulties, and legislation must almost neces- 
san y e united to the enactment of enabling powers — any change in 

e aw s ould be generously liberal to produce material improvement, 
Replies to queries given under respective heads. 
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Mr. O’Brien.— Has answered the several questions under the various 
heads (see following pages), and concludes that no legislation will induce 
people to embark in a speculation of this kind, unless they can see that 
an adequate return can be expected ; the designs, therefore, should give 
the greatest amount of accommodation -with the least possible expen- 
diture— and encouragement should be given to efforts in which the main 
purpose of securing health and decency is attained, though the plans 
adopted may fall somewhat below the standard. Refers also to the 
wretched condition of labourers’ lodgings in towns, owing to former 
opposition to the existence of cottier tenements in the rural districts 
which he attributes to the system of electoral division rating, and thinks 
that any enactment for improving the dwellings of the labouring popu- 
lation will prove inoperative without union rating. 

Dr. King. — Replies to the several queries under the respective heads 
(see following pages), and adfls, that in offering the foregoing suggestions 
as to tenure lie has availed himself of the existing laws recommending 
modifications or omissions where they appeared desirable. Suggests 
that any enactment should be one, clear easily understood- Act, contain- 
■ ing all the necessary provisions without the necessity of referring to 
sections of previous Acts. Refers to the decrease during the last twelve 
years in cereal crops, and increase in meadow — the amount of land laid 
down in grass increases every year — labourers complain of want of 
employment, and many emigrate — in some localities he found labourers’ 
cottages empty — labourers are fast disappearing — the climate of Ireland 
remarkably suited to the growth of grass. In submitting his observa- 
tions his object has been to suggest some plan not too expensive to induce 
landlords and tenants to provide suitable residences for their labourers, 
and to offer substantial benefits to the labourer. If the landlord is not 
afforded some easy means of. obtaining repossession, he will not be 
inclined to expend in building cottages which might be retained: by 
improvident, immoral, or careless labourers. Thinks also that ' so long 
as electoral division 3-ating continues, landlords will be slow to erect 
residences for families whose support may eventually fall on the electoral 
division. 

Dr. Roughan . — The agricultural work of the district is performed by 
four classes of labourers : — (1.) Farmers holding twenty acres of land 
and upwards, with domestic servant boys and members of their own 
families ; (2.) Small tenant farmers, -who supplement their means of 
living by the wages of daily labour — it is chiefly from this class that 
harvestmen are supplied to England and Scotland;. (3.) Rural labourers 
who have nothing but the wages of their labour to depend on — this class 
is not numerous, and has much diminished by migration to towns and 
emigration to America — the habitations of those that remain, except a 
few in the domains of landlords, are miserable hovels; ( 4 .) Town 
labourers, a very numerous class, and many of them worse housed, if 
possible, than the rural labourers — the habitations of this latter class 
demand legislative interference on the ground of public health as well as 
for tlie amelioration of the labourers themselves quite as much as the 
rural labourers. Suggests that the Act should, if possible, include this 
class. The board of guardians might be placed in the same position as 
landlords or proprietors for this purpose, and the Board of Works might 
be authorized to advance money. Replies to the queries given under the 
respective heads. 

Mr. R. Hamilton. — For the purposes of his report the labouring 
population of the distinct may be divided into four classes — (1.) those 
■who are hired as servants and reside in the houses of their employers — 

I 2 
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(2.) those who have cottages for which they pay rent to their em 
ployers, or which they receive as part payment of their wages— these are 
always married men and as a rule get a small garden with the house 
and about a rood of the farmer s own land in which to plant potatoes- 
(3.) those who live in the country villages and towns, where the females 
and younger members of the family can obtain employment in the mills 
and factories, but nowhere are the labouring classes so badly housed 
m these towns and villages— (4.) those wlio hold their cottars of the 
head landlord —these are principally small farmers who have not 
sufficient occupation for all the members of their families upon their own 
T , he pouring classes not always sensible of the advantage of 
heaJthlnl and comfortable dwellings, but nothing would conduce more to 
then- improvement than increased facilities to landlords to build them— 
the power of resumption given to landlords by the 10th Section of the 
Land Act of 18,0 for the purpose of building labourers’ cottages ambi- 
guous. Replies to queries given under the respective heads 

Cl n'T hi3 ® X P? rience and knowledge of the labouring 

class, the result of constant intercourse with them for years past if 
impressed with their unheeded and neglected state, which is a cause of 
much discontent not alone throughout the country but particularly in 
towns where they are more densely congregated and inhabit overcrowded 
m-ventik. Novels of scanty accommodation reeking with filth and 
squalid misery. Replies to queries given under the respective heads. 

Mr. Stmrke.— Dwells upon the importance, especially at the present 
tmm, Of improving the condition of the labourer, and no more effectual 
mea^ can be suggested than providing him with suitable dwelling and 
allotment of land doubts whether any alteration in the law will effect 
this, and any want of progress is due to inherent difficulties which the 

overmm!> atl N S -tf t! l 0 TT 1 claSSes ° f sooiet y are llot calculated to 

, N , eith f landlords or tenants are much alive to the social and 

labourer - l a ? Va f nta S es ™ m s from the improved condition of the 
ourer , and of those who are there are few willing to submit to the 
necessary sacrifice. No dwelling has yet been designed which would 
S the °H t ay without exceeding the rent a labourer 

a „ imnrnvwf f e * r , • ^ oes n ot think that any inducements such 

ove^nme +f foi ' >'ecovering possession or securing rent would 

This hm th SOl ff d ? nari01al objections of some or the apathy of others, 
and ’ afford8 n ° reason why the code should not be simplified 

re ] j mo J e practical, and the regulations for borrowing money 
miffip- + i e + X + f n / ‘ ^ ie aw a ppkcable to town dwellings appeal's 

be^mnmvpd T? ° . ena0 ? ments elating to agricultural dwellhigs might 
To 3°!, t T i 6 O'PpHeahlo to agricultural dwelling? axeT- 

worW +b» * the i ioilae should, be occupied by a labourer bound to 
rpcnvpvinn current i ate of wages, and to provide summary means of 
nremises ?, P? s8esslon m case labour was withheld, rent a month in arrear, 
nosspssion »t e ’ ouse damaged or kept in a dirty or unhealthy state ; 
to nroride * a t ui” 63 ° bS recovera ble on six m onths’ notice. Landlord 
stiiStod ^, s ” tab . le accommodation with specified quantity of land at 
jt le . n ' -^uewers t° queries abstracted under the respective heads, 
nnviaa r°J S , 85 experienced great difficulty in offering any very 
pTnbrspJr,^^ 1 " 30 1Ca ^ su SS es *'l° ns on a question so wide and important and 
more tbnf 80 different interests; and, judging from the fact of 

failed to i Ki sons to w liom he applied for information having 

seriatim t rt 7 ’ the dlffioult y appears to be generally felt. Has replied 
seriatim to the questions proposed (see following pages). 
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1. What would be the most convenient and suitable Tenure for 
Labourers’ Dwellings'? 

Mr. Robinson's Report. — The tenure should he monthly or weekly, 
determinable by either party on seven days’ notice. The tenant not to be 
entitled on eviction to compensation for disturbance or improvements, 
but only for the value of the crop on the ground at the time the 
notice to quit was served. The landlord should have a claim against the 
tenant for damage to the premises by his neglect or default. The land- 
lord to keep the house in tenantable condition, but the occupier to keep 
the inside in good order. The magistrates at Petty Sessions, to have 
power to give possession at the expiration of the notice to quit, to deter- 
mine the value of the crop, and all other matters in dispute. The con- 
ditions to be required under the Act should be : — That the tenure must 
be in accordance with the provisions of the Act, that the extent of 
land and the amount of rent be within the prescribed limits, that 
the cottage, if built after the passing of the Act, have stone and mortar 
or brick and mortar walls and chimney, and at least two bed-rooms and 
a kitchen. That the agreement be in wilting. 

Mr. W. Hamilton . — The tenure should be in accordance with the hir- 
ing, and where dwellings are built for more general convenience than 
that of the proprietor’s, the tenancy should be terminable by written 
notice on or before 29th September, with possession on the 1st 
November. When an engagement is for twelve months there should 
be a power of terminating the service and tenancy for breach of con- 
tract or gross misconduct under the authority of the Petty Sessions 
Court. The chief points to be kept in view are — That employers and ' 
employed should not have facility for departing from or neglecting the 
terms of their contracts. That any legislative interference should tend 
to encourage good rather than bad feelings, avoiding any step which 
would tend to make the labourers too independent or too dependent. 
As little legislative interference and as wide a discretion to the local 
courts as possible. 

Dr. Brodie . — The feeling of employers is that the tenure should be such 
as to enable them without delay or trouble to resume possession in case 
of the labourer’s neglect to fulfil his contract, or for other sufficient 
cause. An extensive agent writes : — The question must be differently 
answered according to different prevailing practices in different localities. 
Where the labourer is in continuous employment would advise permissive 
occupation subject to the restrictions imposed by the usages regulating 
the relations between master and servant. Any difficulty in the way of 
reclaiming possession of the houses would tend to discourage them erec- 
tion. Where the employment is not continuous, the labourer being 
unemployed and unpaid in unfavourable weather, a yearly tenancy for a 
house and say, two acres of land would be most desirable, the house and 
fences to be kept in proper condition by the owner, and all permanent 
improvements, to be made by him, the occupier to be disentitled to com- 
pensation save for unexhausted manure, &c., when evicted for refusal to 
work, or to render faithful service. A landed proprietor writes : — The 
tenure must be co-existent and coterminous with the labourer’s employ-' 
ment. If by the week the labourer’s enjoyment of the dwelling should 
cease on his leaving or being dismissed. Where so much as an acre of 
land was let with the house, would be in favour of a yearly tenure, termi- 
nating in early spring, but with a power to the employer to end it upon 
short notice, after due cause shown and proved, and obliging him to give 
fair compensation for crop on the ground, manure, <kc. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




134 . 



Reports of Poor Law Inspectors 



Mr. O’Brien . — The general opinion is in favour of short tenure Th 
tenure most suitable and satisfactory will be one contingent upon the 
term of servico-that is ono providing that whenever the labourer's 
vice is determined the tenure shall ip s0 facto bo deemed to be deter' 
mined at the same moment ; the magistrates at Petty Sessions to hole 
summary power to give a decree for immediate possession and to Jill 
the outgoing labourer the full value of liis crop. ’ aTO d 

Dr. King. — Monthly. 

Du Rmfian .-The tenure should be so regulated that almost per- 
feet freedom of occupancy should exist between the oivner and the 
occupier; neither tenant nor landlord being restrained from making 

any change At the same time the tenure should be such that neither 
could be taken by surprise or at a disadvantage. Thinks the tenancy 
dioiild he from year to year, with power for either party to terminate 
it at a month's notice, giving power to the Magistrates- at Petty Ses 
sions to give summary order for possession in case of overholding and 
also to determine the amount of compensation, if any, for growing 
crops, manure, <fcc. J » uwm & 

Mr. It. Hamilton . — It is undesirable to implicate the relation of mas 
ter and servant by adding to it that of landlord and tenant thereby 
cieatmg a two-fold contract between the parties. Therefore, where the 
labourer holds his cottage dn-eot from his employer there should be no 
tenure at aU but that he should get the house as part payment of his 
wages. If the labourer is to be made the teuaut as well as the servant 
of his employer, Ins tenure should correspond with the length of his 
service and terminate when his employment does. If rent is chained 

gar* “■ - *■« 

Compensation for crops to be awarded on proof of their value 
inert co“nr ^ ^ d0nbt *“* a woekI y * 

It would not be possible to devise any uniform ten- 
llrietl'ofclndirt ^ a PPl^Me to all Ireland, owing to the 
tw“en 7 ]aLZ™ T geS dl exist iu difl ' ereilt localities be- 

ura of atbn > ^ Upon the whole, thinks the ten- 

which hlTl T e n“f, ° Uld re S" lated by the length of time 

he tom be lot l > 7 “T 1 " 0r <"™» <**» W, provided 

fr, not tIlan * month nor more than a year. A proprie- 

Ze to tfi mlei ' Se f° n 10 ° f tllB “ Irish Land Act," should be 

reionVe ll \bT m 7 l 1 mt labo ™' refusing to work at a 

leasonauie or the current rate of wages. 

What quantity op Land might be attached to ok let with the 
Cottage. 

bufil s^ie mrtr o ?T e fT? T ui ? uis one rood < “ "Mdi he concurs; 
value or onl7nartbdw e . lai ? dtlie , land . Uear tlle , c °ttage might be of little 
should haveliowr t 7 l ? olalmed > under such circumstances the landlord 
should provide tliatdio S lTd ni lt e J“5 d ’ Su , ggest3 therefore that the Act- 
statute acre. * * and attacIled to tJie cottage must not exceed one 

100 perche^smnte '~K « t ^ laI1 , tw ’ ent y perches, and not exceeding 
for sanitarv n,,™. ’ than twenty statute perches would not suffice 

sanitary purposes, and, the. early training of the .labourer’s children 
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but there is considerable difference in the quality of land as well as in 
the size, age, and circumstances of families, and the great desideratum is 
to give the labourer and his family fail- occupation without interfering 
-yrith their duties towards their employer. Has fixed the maximum at 
100 perches, because where there is thrift and improvement should have 
every facility for making manure ; straw for bedding ; litter for pigs, &c. 

Dr. Brodie . — This would depend a good deal upon the locality, the 
constancy of employment and rate of wages. When the services of the 
labourer are regularly required, half an acre is as much as he could attend 
to with advantage to himself and his employer. A large landed pro- 
prietor writes : — The labourer must not be enabled to subsist on the land 
or warden of his house ; he must purchase the necessaries of life by means 
of his daily labour ; his garden should provide vegetables for himself 
and family, and be a source of amusement and occupation at leisure 
moments. 

Mr. O’Brien .— Thinks that a rood is as much as an ordinary labourer 
could manure and cultivate with justice to his employer. In fixing a 
maximum however a wide margin should be allowed, say a statute acre, 
to cover exceptional cases, such as there being more than one labourer in 
the family, poverty of the soil, &c. 

Dr. King . — A quarter of an acre is as much as a labourer -would have 
manure for, or could have time to cultivate. If the land were more than 
a quarter of ail acre, the labourer could claim compensation for disturb- 
ance. 

Dr. Roughan . — The quantity should not exceed a statute acre nor be 
less than two roods. If more is given it cannot be properly cultivated 
■without interfering with the labour which should be at the disposal of 
the employer. An acre well cultivated would afford an ample supply of 
potatoes and other vegetables, and would be found more profitable than 
double the quantity which must necessarily be hastily and carelessly 
tilled. 

Mr. R. Hamilton . — A rood is the quantity generally recommended, and 
no one recommends more than an acre. No land except a small garden, 
not exceeding a rood, should be attached to the labourer s cottage, if 
there is more it will soon become exhausted from bad tillage. In many 
cases farmers give their labourers a piece of con-acre, the piece of 
land being changed each year ; grass for a cow is given in some cases ; 
would deprecate any statutory arrangement which might discourage such 
arrangements. In the event of the labourer’s service terminating for 
misconduct, he should have no claim for compensation except for value 
of manure and his own labour \ the amount of compensation to be settled 
in case of dispute by the magistrates. 

Dr. Burke . — Half an acre statute at least. 

Mr. Bourke . — Not less than two roods or more than four. 

Mr. Horsley . — N ot more than half or less than a quarter of a statute 
acre. It should be arable land, fit for tillage and given up in good heart 
to the tenant. Any greater quantity of land might distract the labourer s 
attention from his employer’s work. Any measure that would encourage 
the labourer to look on himself as a holder of land or small farmer should 
be carefully avoided. Potato ground might be given to the labourer each 
year at a moderate rate by his employer, but it should be tilled entirely 
by the latter. 
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3. What should be the maximum amount of Bent for House and 
Land which should properly be within the Statute. 

Mi*. Robinson. — It should not in any case exceed ten shillings a 
month. 

Mr. W. Hamilton. — Sees no objection to the amount which appears to 
have been the maximum under the most recent statute (£5) being re- 
tained. Supposing a suitable cottage cost £7 0 the rentcharge would be 
£3 15s., and the rent of 100 perches of land ought not to exceed £1 5s., 
£4 would probably be a convenient maximum, as the immediate lessor 
is rated at that amount ; but looking to the price of materials £5 might 
be more convenient, and a £5 rental would generally be over a £4 
valuation, so that the immediate lessor would generally be rated. When 
the cottage is considered as part wages the employer will find it his 
interest to charge as little as possible ; increased facility for obtaining 
labour is of itself a profitable investment. 

Dr. Brodie. — The rate of wages does not range high, and the rent 
should be moderate, say Is. a -week for house and rood of ground, and 
Is. 6d. for house and half an acre. Some wishing to have full control 
over the labourer would give the cottage rent free, the occupation being 
merely permissive as long as they are retained in employment. Others 
with the same view advocate the assignment of a portion of the wages 
to the labourer as “ caretaker ” of the house, die. 

Mr. 0'Brien. — A rent of about 2s. weekly would be a fail* maxi- 
mum to fix. In the great majority of cases Is. weekly is as much as 
tenants of this class can or will pay ; and Is. 4d. or Is. 6 d. •will rarely he 
exceeded in practice, except, perhaps, in the case of ploughmen or other 
skilled labourers receiving more than the ordinary scale of wages. A 
maximum of 2s. would provide sufficiently for all cases. 

• Dr. Ring . — Five pounds should he the maximum, and this only in 
case the dwelling-house is of superior construction, and the labourer em- 
ployed at high wages. In some instances which came under notice no 
rent was charged, the labourer being permitted to reside as tenant so 
long as he continued in the employer’s service. In other instances so 
many days' service were given in lieu of rent. 

Dr. Roughan . — The amount of rent must depend very much upon 
surrounding circumstances, as expenditure on the house, quality of land, 
rate of wages, perquisites or conveniences given, such as turf, firewood, 
milk, grass for a cow, but thinks the maximum rent recoverable should 
not exceed £4 a year, the landlord undertaking to keep the cottage water- 
tight and in substantial repair. 

Mr. R. Hamilton. — The suggestions received by him vary from Is. to 
2s. per week. It is becoming more common every day to charge no 
rent and to give the cottage and garden as part payment of the labourers 
wages, and this seems the most rational practice. 

Dr. Burke.. — Four pounds per annum or £5 if in the immediate 
vicinity of a large town. 

Mr. Bourlce. — For a house capable of accommodating a family, with 
two roods of land, rent not to exceed £5 a year. For a house suited to 
a single man or a married man without children, £4 a year with a 
similar quantity of land. If more land, then at a rent not exceeding 15s. 
a rood. 

Mr. Horsley. — The maximum rent for cottage and land might be 
limited to £5 a year, and at that rate for any shorter period not being 
less than a month. The provisions of sections 81 to 84 of 23 and 24 
Vic., c. 154, might be so modified and incorporated with the new statute 
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as to render it applicable to all cottier tenancies, whether the dwellings 
shall have been built by the owners in fee or the tenant farmers. 

Although lie has suggested £5 as a maximum rent he is assured that 
not more than one labourer in a hundred in the district could at the 
present rate of wages afford to pay more than Is. a week for house rent, 
and it would be useless to expect either landlords or tenants to apply for 
loans for labourers’ cottages unless they had a fair prospect of receiving 
a reasonable rate of interest in the shape of rent. 

4. If the Letting be in Writing could a short and simple Form be 
SUGGESTED. 

Mr. Robinson . — Form of agreement suggested annexed to report. Any 
agreement entered into respecting internal repairs, such as keeping 
window glass, locks and keys, <fcc., in order, might be embodied in this 
form in such terms as might be mutually arranged. Agreements under 
the Act should be exempt from stamp duty. 

Mr. TV. Hamilton . — Such forms should be printed with a penny stamp, 
landlord to have one copy and tenant another, annexes form, if embodied 
in the Act some such form would answer every purpose. 

Dr. Brodie . — Gives three forms of agreement, the first of which 
appears to be taken from 23 and 24 Vic., cap. 150, would answer when 
the land does not exceed half an acre, the form might be amended by 
inserting the conditions entered into with the labourer, and copies should 
be exchanged. The second form is adapted to the case of a house 
without land, the occupier acknowledging himself to be a caretaker. The 
third form recognises a yearly tenancy, but provides for repossession 
without any process of law, and does not recognise the labourer’s right 
to wages, employment or compensation. In this respect it is one-sided 
and objectionable. Forms annexed to report. 

Mr. O'Brien . — There should be no recognition of any letting not in 
writing. The preparation of a short and simple form of agreement is 
not free from difficulty, but submits a form. All such instruments should 
be exempted from stamp duty. Form annexed to report. 

Dr. King . — Thinks there could, and gives a form similar to that in 
schedule to 19 and 20 Vic., cap. 65, but omitting requisites as specified 
in the Cottiers Tenants Act of 1856, landlord being obliged to keep out 
wind and rain, and to give compensation for growing crops, to be as- 
certained summarily at petty sessions with right to the tenant to hold 
possession until paid. The tenant to preserve the interior in fair repair, 
allowing for ordinary wear and tear. Form annexed to report. 

Dr. Roughan . — The agreement should be in a short simple form to be 
sold by Clerks of Petty Sessions at a nominal price free from stamp duty. 
Form annexed to Deport. 

Mr. R. Hamilton . — The general opinion is that there ought to be a 
short written agreement between the employer and the labourer, and 
various forms are suggested, some also suggest that the agreement should 
be registered with the Clerk of Petty Sessions. Does not himself think 
that the contract ought necessarily to be in writing — many of the 
labouring classes are unable to read or write and in some places are 
unable to speak or understand English. Suggests an enactment that in 
all oral contracts not reduced to writing, certain specified conditions 
should be invariably implied by law. 

Dr. Burke. — The more simple the form the better. Form annexed 
to Report. 

Mr. Bourke . — It is not expedient that the agreement should necessarily 
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-be m writing; tlie parties contracting should be left as much freedom 
“then- dealings as possible, and if the principles are laid down with 
sufficient distinctness in the Act it is immaterial whether the parties are 
1 agreement. Under whatever form the house 
s held, if it fulfil the requirements of the Act the parties should he en 
titled to take proceedings under it. A form might be given, to he used 

Report. “ S ° f tllB Parties ' Fonn almexed to the 

Mr. Horsley .- In order to avoid litigation the letting should alwavs 
be in writing. The written agreement should be exempt from stamp 
duty as cottier tenancies would probably be subject to very frequent 
change. Form of agreement given, which with very slight alteration 
could be made to apply either to a case where the owner in fee is the 
Report’ 8 ™ d ° rd ° r whon tIie tenaat ocou P ie r is so. Form annexed to 

5. Ip the Letting be not in Writing wiiat should the Landlord be 

BOUND TO DO IN ORDER TO EXERCISE THE SUMMARY POWERS GIVEN. 

Mr. Robinson . — The letting should always be in writing 
Hr W. Hamilton. He should bo bound to keep the premises in 
tenantable repair but summary powers should not be given when after 
a reasonable period there was not a letting in writing 

, . but f !T exoe P tio ns to the opinion that agree- 

ments foi letting should be m writmg. The landlord should be boumi to 
give compensation for manure or crop ; the amount might be settled by 

^’d:i a “ ordsliould kecp tlie cotti,se “ repair — p* 

letting notifying 6 “ n0 reoo « nitio “ «*<> Act of any 

a f ' ee f lerLt should be in writing, but if not the landlord 

fulfilled hiTr h f f ?r haS '“P* 011 * th o weather, and that the tenant has not 
fffifihed his part of the verbal agreement. To do this it would be neces- 

3icting Xam “ e mtneSSeS ’ and th o evidence would probably be 

inlfit^V^.^l'l Le raade «wlev the statute except 
exerriri™ fl d f ~ lf otoerwise the landlord should bo precluded from 

ffirma ,he si giv ° n ^ the Act If done by a tenant 

nen^Itv^ S’ ^ b e tosentitled from recovering rent and be subj ect to a 
and cnnmel +1 ^ la1 i ter lottmgthe landlord should have power to interfere 

ln^™u^r- Certai21 s P 0cifled statutory conditions should be by 
mftte^' tp* , C< “ of and too landlord before he is pel 

cTmulid wlrtlp 116 lab m rer to be compelled to prove that he had 
oS P a h + he f “ a to tl0M - Disputes arising out of breaches of sucb 

the chS“ Q trt er & Cd ° f ’ ^ ^ Pe% SeSSi ° nS ' ^ befOTe 
Dr. Hurlce . — The letting should be in writing, 
aecnmm wST'*' be obligations of the landlord should be to provide 
S ret? 3m n e ? , tbe &ma 7 ooo^pytog, to keep the premises in 
than fnn A f* ^ P aia ^ ec ^5 Provide not less than two rooda nor more 
housescwlw™' 1 j? a ? ed ? r contiguous to the house. The rent for a 
vpqi . „ f 6 . or f faEal y> with two roods of ground not to exceed £ 5 a 
frn k a Smgle man or ma,Tied man without children £4. To secure 
toi the labourer constant work at the current wages of the district. A 
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bread of any of tliese conditions not only to debar the lessor from the 
summary remedies provided by the Act, but to expose him to proceedings 
on the part of the labourer. 

Mr. Horsley . — The landlord should be bound to prove that he let the 
dwelling in a proper state of repair in every respect and had so upheld it, 
that he had fulfilled all his engagements with the tenant in regard to 
wa»es and other arrangements, and that the tenant had violated the 
covenants of his engagement with him as a labourer in some important 
particular. 

6. "What Authority should decide whether the Landlord had 
COMPLIED WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OP THE ACT. 



Mr. Robinson . — All matters in dispute between the landlord and 
tenant and all questions arising under the Act should be within the 
jurisdiction of the magistrates at Petty Sessions, who should have power 
to appoint one or more persons to inspect the premises if they require evi- 
dence not otherwise obtainable. 

Mr. W. Hamilton The Petty Sessions Court of the District with 

power to appeal to the Quarter Sessions. These courts should have power 
to decide all questions such as possession of cottages by landlords or 
employers for non-payment of rent, dilapidations, gross neglect, &c., and, 
where rent has been paid, and is not in arrear, the arbitrary dispossession 
in case of natural decay of physical strength, evident illness, or other 
unavoidable deterioration of value of a labourer, breach of contract on 
either side, and all questions arising out of such relations as employer 
aud employed. .... 

Dr Brodie .— The almost unanimous opinion is that disputes between 
employer and employed should be settled at Petty Sessions. The unpaid 
justices with one stipendiary magistrate would probably constitute a fail’ 



tribunal. 

Mr. O' Brim . — The magistrates at Petty Sessions will be found to con- 
stitute the best and most inexpensive tribunal for dealing with all matters 
of controversy arising under the Act. 

Dr. King. The Petty Sessions Court. No magistrate to act in his 

own case, and probably one of the presiding justices should be a resident 
magistrate. If tlie 14 k 15 Vic., c. 92, s. 15 were extended to rural 
districts it would afford the landlord a cheap and summary mode of 
obtaining re-possession for non-payment of rent or other sufficient cause 
provided a complete jurisdiction were given to Petty Sessions to adjust 
mutual claims. The 86th Section of 23 & 24 Yic., c. 154 might also be 

letamed. ^ — D t eg of a se rious nature should be heard and de- 

cided by magistrates at Petty Sessions ; those of a trivial kind might be 
adjusted by a Labourers’ Cottage Board. . . 

Mr. R. Hamilton .— The Justices of the Peace at Petty Sessions ; the 
case to be heard by two or more justices who have no interest m the 
matter. There should he an appeal to' the Chairman at Quarter Sessions, 
and the procedure should he made as simple and cheap as possible. 

Dr. Buries . — Presuming the budding loan to be given by the Board of 
Works, the competent authority should be then- p s P e ? tor > or mi officer 
specially appointed for that purpose, not connected officially orntherwise 

Mr BourlceJ—' The general opinion is that no fitter court could be found 
than the Petty Sessions, hut he thinks there m-e objections .arising out of 
the position of the magistrates as landowners which might be supposed 
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to influence them in adjudicating on such cases. Suggests the precedent 
in 34 & 35 Vic., c. 32 (Criminal Law Amendment Act) constituting the 
Resident Magistrate sole judge, but having the assistance of two assessors 
to be appointed annually by the Petty Sessions Court. 

Mr. Horsley . — Two justices or more in Petty Sessions, or a Resident 
Magistrate sitting alone, power being given ,to appeal to Chairman 
of Quarter Sessions j but no landlord or agent to act as a magistrate in 
any case in which he may have an interest. 

7. What Restrictions, ip any, should be imposed on Tenants 
letting Cottages to Labourers under this Act. 

Mr. Robinson . — The landlord should make it a condition with his 
tenant that he only lets to the labourer under the provisions of the Act, 
and that the occupant of the cottage must be bona fide a hired labourer. 
The landlord should make the tenant embody in his agreement with his 
labourer a clause against taking in lodgers, or sub-letting in tenements, 
but in other respects the farmer and his labourer should be unrestricted 
in their dealings with each other. Legislation on this point would pro- 
bably be unnecessary. 

Mr. W. Hamilton. — No. special restrictions except that the dwelling 
should, at least, not be unfit for human habitation. 

Dr. Brodie . — This appears to be the most important of the queries, for 
it is to the facility given to tenant farmers to give cottages and allot- 
ments to labourers that any substantial improvement in that class is to 
be looked for. If the tillage farmer get the right to build cottages and 
give allotments he will avail himself of it, and in this way the labourers 
will be drawn from their unhealthy habitations in town to homes more 
congenial, and which give scope to their industry, and the industry and 
faculties of their families. As to restrictions some think that no such power 
should be given without the express consent of tlie landlord. . Others 
would limit the power to holdings of a certain extent — 25 acres, 50 
acres, or 100 acres — some to holdings of a certain value, from £20 to 
£50 being the lowest. Thinks himself that tlie area under tillage should 
be taken into account, and suggests that a holder of 25 acres, 10 of 
which are under tillage, should be entitled to have one labourer’s cottage 
independent of the landlord’s consent. The tenant might build the ' cot- 
tage himself, and have power to borrow a sum not exceeding one year’s 
rent of the farm for the purpose, payable by instalments, which should 
be a charge on the land whether the tenant continued in occupation or 
not, an outgoing tenant to have compensation for the outlay if he gave 
up the cottage in habitable condition. Tenants should not be bound to 
build expensive cottages, or to adopt any particular plan. The only 
restriction should be that the cottage fulfilled the essential conditions of 
health and decency as regards the sleeping accommodation of the family. 

Mr. O’Brien . — No tenant should be at liberty, without the written 
consent of his landlord, to let a cottage to any labourer not required for 
the purposes of his own farm, and every tenant should be bound on the 
requisition of his landlord to enforce against the labourer the proviso 
contained in the letting contract against sub-letting and the taking in of 
lodgers. 

Dr. King . — Not to permit more residents than are required to work 
the farm, and not to permit lodgers who are not members of the labourer’s 
family to be taken in. 

Dr. Roughan . — Tenant farmers setting cottages under the Act should 
be regarded in the same light as proprietors. The only restriction 
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should be that the cottage should be set bona Jide to a labourer required 
for the proper cultivation of the farm, and that no persons but the im- 
mediate members of the labourer’s family should be allowed to inhabit it. 
If the landlord refused to provide a labourer’s dwelling found to be 
necessary, the tenant should be enabled to build it, and for this purpose the 
Board of W orks should be enabled to make loans on tenancies from 
year to year of the minimum value of £20, and so on in a proportionate 
fixed scale, subject to the recommendation of the Labourers’ Cottage 
Board and the approval of the Local Government Board. 

Mr. R. Hamilton . — There should not be more than one cottage for 
every 25 acres of arable land in the farm. In all cases the tenant should 
apply for landlord’s consent before building, and if landlord refuse, 
the tenant should be able to appeal to the Chairman at Quarter Sessions, 
who should have power to authorize the erection if he considered the 
landlord’s refusal unreasonable. Precautions should be taken against 
the tenant, under pretence of building labourers’ cottages, building 
cottages for their children on their marriage. Letting rooms to lodgers 
should also be prevented, and spirit licences should not be given to farm 
labourers. A system of registration would be useful in preventing 
practices of this sort. 

Dr. Burke. — Sub-letting, if proved before the magistrates at petty 
sessions, should be considered as equivalent to a notice to quit, and 
denoting a breach of contract. 

Mr. Bourke . — Sees no good object in placing restrictions on tenants 
letting cottages to their farm labourers. Whatever the position of the 
lessor may be, if he has complied with the provisions of the Act, he should 
be entitled to the privileges and immunities it provides. Would encourage 
them to place themselves within the protection of the Act by conforming 
to its provisions, and securing control over the houses of the labourers ; 
the labourer is at present at the mercy of the tenant farmer, who too 
often exacts a high rent without corresponding accommodation, but no 
legislation will prevent improvident bargains, and all that can be done 
is to refrain from affording exceptional facilities for the recovery of rent 
or possession of premises unless fair terms have been given, and care 
should be taken against any improper use of the power now existing of 
recovering possession from servants or caretakers. 

Mr. Horsley . — Many think there should be no restrictions whatever, 
others that no labourers’ cottages should be built without the consent of 
the owner in fee. Suggests the following : — A prohibition against letting 
a cottage to more than one bona fide labourer and his family, and against 
forcing upon him, either as joint tenants or lodgers, any other person 
whatever. A prohibition against letting to their sons or daughters or 
any person except an agricultural labourer or artisan necessary to the 
working of the farm. The exaction of such a rent from the labourer as 
would leave the tenant a profit after paying interest and instalments of 
loan, and cost of repairs might be made illegal, and the rent irrecover- 
able. The tenant might be compelled to pay his labourer weekly, in 
cash, deducting only the amount of his weekly rent. 

8. Are any special Provisions required in the case of 
Houses occupied by Caretakers, <kc. 

Mr. Robinson . — The existing law (section 86 of 23rd <fc 24th Yic., 
cap. 154) would appear to be sufficient in regard to caretakers. 

Mr. W. Hamilton .— The existing provisions appear to be generally 
regarded as sufficient. 
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Dr. JBroclie. — No special provision required. The law as it stands 
affords sufficient facility for resumption of possession when required. 

Mr. O' Brim. — The remedy provided by the 14th & 15th Vic., cap. 57, 
section 82, for the removal of caretakers by civil bill process is tedious 
and expensive ] hut if, as assumed to be the case, the 86th section of 
23rd & 24th Vic., cap. 154, gives the magistrates in all such cases a sum- 
mary power of immediate ejectment, nothing more appears to be required. 

Dr. King. — No ; the 86th section of 23rd & 24th Vic., cap. 154, is 
sufficient. 

Dr. Roughan. — Lettings to caretakers should be defined in writing, 
and jurisdiction given to magistrates at petty sessions to summarily 
order the removal of the caretaker put in with the owner’s permission 
as well as of persons put in by former caretaker's without the owner’s 
permission. 

Mr. R. Hamilton. — No change in the law is needed, the powers of the 
statutes now in; force are quite adequate, and have been found to work 
satisfactorily. 

Dr. Burke. — None that I can see, they being already provided for 
sufficiently by the 23rd & 24th Viet. 

Mr. Bourke. — The provisions of the -86th section of 23rd dc 24th Vic., 
cap. 154 are effective in such cases, and are largely used ; but thinks its 
operation should be limited to Iona fide caretakers paying no rent, and 
the terms “ servants or herdsmen ” be excluded lest, under this designa- 
tion an actual farm labourer should be liable to summary ejectment, or 
be debarred from pleading the default of his landlord. 

Mr. Horsley. — No special provision beyond those in existing enact 
ments further than that where a caretaker is put into a labourer’s dwel- 
ling-house, built under the Act, the landlord should be bound to keep it 
in as good repair as if the caretaker were a tenant. The following form 
is much used in the district : — 

I, , whose name is hereunto undersigned, do hereby acknow- 

ledge that the house I now occupy I occupy as caretaker thereof, and not 
as tenant, to take care of same for as long as he may think fit to 

permit me to occupy as such caretaker, and not otherwise. Dated this 
day of , 18 

9. Could any system of registration of Labourers’ Dwellings 
involving Inspection, <fcc., be adopted with advantage. 

Mr. Robinson. — There is much difference of opinion on this point. 
Is himself disposed to think that periodical inspections would not he 
attended with much advantage, and that an inspection by order of the 
magistrates whenever necessary for special purposes would be sufficient. 

Mr. W. Hamilton. — Nothing beyond a registration similar to that 
made applicable to Ireland by the 23rd Vic., cap. 26. 

The condition of labourers’ dwellings as to sanitary conveniences ought 
to be subject to public control under an efficient sanitary officer. 

The best inspector is the landlord’s wife. If a premium follows the 
inspection it might -be tolerated. 

Dr. Brodie. — A .system of registration could be adopted with advantage. 
The area of each Poor Law Union would form a convenient registration 
district, and the clerk of the Union could act as registrar. Under any 
amendment of the sanitary acts, no doubt provision will be made for the 
appointment of more efficient sanitary inspectors, and in that case in- 
spection might devolve upon the district sanitary officer. 
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Mr. O'Brien . — Considerable difference of opinion prevails on this point 
among competent and experienced persons. Views strongly in favour of 
such a scheme are held by some, while others maintain that it would be 
hurtful to the labourer’s feelings and impair his sense of independence 
and self respect. Suggests that there should be a clause in the letting 
contract obliging the lessor to keep the premises in proper tenant-able 
condition, and that the head landlord should be entitled to enter and in-' 
spect the premises when he deems it necessary, and to summon the lessor 
before the magistrates to enforce the observance of then* covenant when- 
ever found to be disregarded. 

Dr. King . — Landlords or tenants who have erected labourers’ dwell- 
ings might be required to register them with the clerk of the Union or 
clerk of petty sessions, and a short form could be compiled giving the 
particulars such as nature of roof and flooring ; number of apartments ; 
dimensions of each ; number of doors and windows ; whether provided 
with pigsty, privy, or manure pit, &c. The building to be subject to in- 
spection by the district inspector of the Board of Works. 

Dr. Roughan . — A system of registration could be organized through 
the machinery of the Board of Guardians acting as a Labourers’ Cottage 
Board ; the lettings could with facility be registered in the office of the 
clerk, and an efficient inspection coulcl be performed by the relieving 
officer who should be invested -with full powers to compel the occupiers 
to keep the cottages in a clean, orderly, and decent condition, inside and 
outside. 

Mr. R. Hamilton . — Some system of registry is requisite, but there is 
much difference of opinion as to what kind of inspection to adopt, some 
suggest registry with the clerk of petty sessions and periodical inspection 
by an officer of the Board of Works, or by the sanitary inspector or other 
officer of the Union. The county surveyors, the constabulary, the 
relieving officers and the dispensary doctors, have been suggested as in- 
spectors. Thinks periodical inspection and report necessary. The 
sanitary inspector would be the most suitable inspector, and all houses 
built under the Act should be registered with the clerk of the Union. 

Dr. BurJce . — With decided advantage all labourers’ cottages should be 
registered in a register to be kept by the clerk of the Union describing 
the situation and other necessary particulars. Every such cottage to be 
liable at proper hours to the inspection of the sanitary officer of ’the dis- 
trict, or other officer named under the Act.. 

Mr. Bourke. — No measure of registry or inspection could be attempted 
without risk of defeating the whole object in view, so distasteful would- 
such a system prove, that it would probably render inoperative any 
enactment of which it formed a part. 

Mr. Horsley . — Were labourers’ dwellings and allotments under the 
Act exempt from poor-rate and county cess, . encouragement would be 
given to proprietors and tenants to build, and in this case each dwelling 
might for a small fee be registered with the clerk of the Union, and t e 
relieving officers and sanitary officers might be required to visit an re- 
port upon its condition to the Board of Guardians either yearly or halt 
yearly • should the report be unfavourable, the Board of Works on eing 
so informed by the Board of Guardians, might order an inspection and 
require the landlord to remedy the proved defects on pain of having e 
balance of the loan peremptorily called up. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




144 



Reports of Poor Law Inspectors 



10. Can you suggest any Modification in the existing Regulations 

FOE PROCURING LOANS WHICH WOULD TEND TO ENCOURAGE MORE 
numerous Applications, and to simplify the present mode of 
obtaining Advances. 

Mr. Robinson . — It lias been suggested to him tha.t the expense of the 
application and report might be reduced, the inquiry into the title of 
the borrower might be shortened by giving the loan a statutory prefer- 
ence over all charges and interest, that the Board of Works should be 
represented in every county by some person with whom applicants 
might communicate direct, that the specification might be simplified, 
that the power of borrowing might be extended to any tenant holding 
not less than 40 acres, whose landlord would assent to the loan, that 
the Board of Works should lend money for a less expensive description 
of cottage than heretofore, that there should be power to borrow a less 
sum than the present minimum of £100, and that the period for pay-, 
ment might be extended. 

Mr. TF. Hamilton . — There should be the minimum of expense, the 
minimum of requirements (plans, drawings, and specifications). Some 
local agency for simplifying and facilitating loans, and affording infor- 
mation. A reference to ascertain the bona files of the proposal and the 
necessity for it ought to suffice, provision being made for vouching the 
accounts. Town Councils, Railway, Dock, and other companies, owners 
and others, having an interest sufficient to secure the payment of the 
rentcharge, should be encouraged to provide suitable dwellings for those 
who are now so often miserably housed. In the present state of the 
labour market every facility should be given consistent with the due 
protection of the public purse. The want of labour has been least felt 
where attention has been paid to tbe dwellings of the poor. 

Dr. Brodie . — Loans should be easily obtainable. Preliminary pro- 
ceedings should be simple and inexpensive, certified copies of title deeds 
should be sufficient instead of originals, the money should be advanced 
at a low rate of interest and tbe advance spread over a long term, 
tenants should have borrowing powers whether holding by lease or 
from year to year, and loans should not he conditional on the adoption 
of any particular plan. 

Mr. O'Brien . — No exception can be taken to the existing regula- 
tions as regards loans for other and larger classes of improvements, 
but it would be well to modify them in regard to the class of cases 
under consideration. 

1. The rate of interest should be lowered and the time of payment 
extended to the utmost practicable limit. 

2. The present minimum amount of loan (£100) should be reduced 
to £50. 

3. The trouble and expense, connected with the preparation of plans 
and proof of title are said to be very great, and tlie applicant is liable 
for expenses whether the loan is granted or refused. Some remedy 
should be provided for this, and it is submitted that in the case of 
labourers’ cottages when the party has submitted the plans, title, and 
memorial to the Board of Works, all subsequent expenses should he 
borne by that Board. 

4. Tenant farmers holding under the Ulster tenant right should be 
accommodated with loans on the security of that. 

Dr. King . — The money should be lent at tlie very lowest rate that 
the State will give money for any purpose, and should be lent to any 
farmer whatever be his tenure, provided his landlord joins in the appli- 
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cation and his valuation he £50 or upwards — the land to he chargeable 
with the loan, hut the interest to he paid by the occupier for the time 
being. The Board of Works should not require the original title deeds 
to he lodged with them hut should he satisfied with certified copies. 

Dr. Rough an . — Has had no practical knowledge of the working of 
these regulations, and is not aware of any instance in his district in 
which a proprietor has availed himself of the “ Labourers’ Dwellings 
Act," of 1SG0, hut does not think they were deterred from dohm so 
by the stringency of the regulations, hut rather by the expense and by 
the dread that the persons put in occupation might become chargeable 
to the electoral division. The minimum sum to he lent should be 
reduced from .£100 to £50, the period for repayment should he extended 
to 40 or 45 years, and the annual instalment in payment of principal 
and interest reduced from 5 per cent, to or 4 per cent. Preliminary 
expenses should he borne by the Treasury, and on small loans instal- 
ments of one-third instead of one-fiftli should be issued. Power should 
be given to the Board of Works to make loans on tenancies of the 
minimum value of £20, and so on in a proportionate scale subject to 
the approval of the Local Government Board. 

Mr. R. Hamilton . — Some simplification of the proceedings is neces- 
sary. The means of obtaining information as to terms, &c., should be 
placed within easy reach of the farmers. Clerks of Petty Sessions should 
be employed to keep forms, and should fill up these forms on request. 
They should he supplied with small books containing the requisite infor- 
mation, to be sold at a small price. The same powers might be given to 
Clerks of Unions and Postmasters at money order offices. The costs of 
applying for obtaining loans and having plans made should be reasonable. 
The Court of Quarter Sessions should be the court for the tenant to 
establish the facts entitling him to an advance under the Act. Advances 
should be made upon tenancies from year to year. Notice of the appli- 
cation should be published, and the landlord should have power to make 
an agreement with the tenant by which the latter should undertake to 
pay an increased rent on the former giving security for the loan. 

Dr. Burke .- — The present regulations appear to be sufficiently accom- 
modating. 

Mr. Bourke .— Sees no necessity in the case of owners for the restric- 
tion of labourers’ houses to such a number as the Commissioners may 
consider sufficient for the due working of the estate. If the security is 
sufficient does not see why there should he any limitation on the number 
of cottages. Tenants under whatever tenure they hold should he autho- 
rized to borrow for erecting, altering, or adding to buildings so as to 
create labourers’ dwellings, the land itself being security for the charge ; 
but in such cases the landlord’s consent should he obtained, and the work 
should he limited to the necessities of the farm. A lower rate of repay- 
ment than five per cent, for 35 years. 

Mr. Horsley . — In two-thirds of the district agricultural holdings are 
so small that tenants could not take advantage of an Act enabling them 
to borrow for building labourers’ cottages. Were such dwellings to come 
up to the minimum standard of the published plans the labourer would 
be better and more decently housed than his employer. The proprietors 
of the soil must therefore he looked to, as a class to provide proper accom- 
modation for agricultural labourers and their families, but it is not to 
be expected that they will embark to any great extent in expenditure 
which will offer them no corresponding pecuniary advantage or additional 
security for their rent, unless every facility is given for borrowing on 
abnormally moderate and liberal terms. The preliminaries for obtaining 

K 
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loans from the Board of Works should be made as simple, as little 
harassing, and as inexpensive as possible. Concurs in a suggestion of 
Lord Y entry that the Board of Works should be enabled to grant loans 
on completed cottages. The loan might probably he in turn applied to 
building more cottages. The period for applying for the loan might be 
limited to six months from completion. 



Observations on Published Designs for Cottages. 

Mr. Robinson . — All the designs provide for a floor over some of the 
rooms ; prefers a plan in which all the apartments are on the ground 
floor. Where there is an upper floor the rooms must be very low or the 
cost too great, and in a sanitary point of view, therefore, there is much 
advantage in building cottages without upper floor. Mr. Barney’s design 
embraces all the requirements of a labourer’s dwelling, but a pig-sty 
should be provided. A grate will not be necessary in places where turf 
is burned ; a thatched roof is more comfortable — warmer in winter and 
cooler in summer — but is objectionable on account of frequently requiring 
repair. Considerable latitude should be allowed in planning the cottage, 
proper provision being made for sound construction — the number of 
rooms, and the. separation of the sexes. 

Mr. IF. Hamilton . — The published designs are satisfactory. Is glad 
that there is scope for emulation and improvement from time to time by 
the system of admitting plans, &c., for consideration. Detailed obser- 
vations as to various plans and different requirements, and references to 
cottages built in different parts of his district. 

Dr. Brodie . — The plans are too expensive ; where two cottages are 
required it would be economy to have them in one block. In place of 
the wash-house shown in plans would substitute a cheap shed for turf 
or other general use to shelter a pig or a donkey. 

Mr. O'Brien . — Has nothing to urge against the plans themselves, but 
estimates that the cost of cottages constructed according to them will range 
from £90 to £140, and fears that in the great majority of cases such an 
expenditure will not be incurred, and that unless cheaper plans are 
devised and sanctioned things will remain as they are. Mr. Barney’s 
plan is perhaps 20 per cent, cheaper than the Board of Works’ plan, but 
this is principally owing to the thatched roof which, however, though 
superior in comfort and hi a sanitary point of view to slate, is objection- 
able as requiring frequent repairs. 

Dr. King . — Prefers the plan prepared in the Commissioners’ Office, 
but suggests various modifications. 

Dr. Roughan . — The designs published are too expensive. A comfort- 
able thatched house with a living room reaching to the roof, with two 
bedrooms off it, hoarded and ceiled, erected on a cheerful site, convenient 
to the public road, would be acceptable. The enclosed yard, privy, and 
ashpit might for the present be dispensed with. 

Mr. R. Hamilton . — Impossible to frame any plan generally acceptable;, 
the best course would be to collect as many specimens as possible- — not 
too expensive — for applicant to choose from, or allow him to submit one 
of his own. Much difference of opinion as to cost. Tenant fanners 
think the cost ought to be under £50, but the gentry favour more costly 
plans. Much unanimity as to accommodation to be provided, viz., a 
kitchen or living room, open to the roof, two bedrooms, and over them a 
garret or loft ; a yard, a privy, and c.ess-pool, manure pit, and pig-sty. 
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Submits specimens of cheap plans. Preference for a slated roof over a 
thatched one unanimous. It is admitted that thatch is -warmer and more 
comfortable, but it is in constant need of repairs. 

Dr. Burke. — No. 1 design of the Board of Works appears most suit- 
able, but suggests louvred openings in the roof for ventilation. Prefers 
Mr. Barney’s plan to those of the Board of Works, as more suitable to 
the habits of the Irish peasantry. Suggests some modifications — a large 
hearth in place of a grate, a window in the gable to open on hinges, and 
the addition of a pig-sty. 

Mr. Bourke . — Is not satisfied with any of the designs issued by the 
Board of Works, and there is no estimate of the expense. Refers to 
reports of Royal Agricultural Society. Mr. Barney’s plan is commodious 
and the cost low, but cannot approve of a paling for enclosing the yard — 
there should be a wall. Thatch, though warm in winter, cool in summer, 
and having self-contained ventilation and the preference of the people, 
involves a constantly recurring expense and danger of fire. The only 
practical use of plans is to help parties who have no settled plans of 
their own, and to this end they should be of various kinds and specifi- 
cations should be given, but the parties should not be required to build 
after any particular design. 

Mr. Horsley . — Has no suggestions to offer on the designs further than 
to state that thatched roofing is quite unsuitable to the wet climate of 
his district, and would in the long run be found more expensive than 
slating. 
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